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Example Language for Assembly Bill 1332 (AB 1332) Staff Report
Overview of AB 1332 (2023)
AB 1332 (Government Code § 65852.27) requires the [City/County] to create a program to pre-approve accessory dwelling units (ADUs). 
The program must meet the following requirements:
1. Pre-Approved ADU Program: The [City/County] must accept ADU plan submissions for pre-approval beginning January 1, 2025. The [City/County] cannot restrict who may submit plans for pre-approval.
Fees: The [City/County] may charge the applicant for the pre-approval of plans the same fees that the local agency would charge an applicant seeking approval of a same-sized ADU, plus a fee or service charge for administering the pre-approval program. 
Ministerial Review for Pre-Approval: Plans must be reviewed based on the standards allowed in state ADU law, which may be amended from time to time. 
Review Timeline for Pre-Approval: The [City/County] must approve or deny an application for pre-approval of an ADU ministerially (without discretionary review) within 60 days of receipt of a complete application.
Posting Pre-Approved Plans: The [City/County] must post the pre-approved ADU plans and the contact information of the designer online. The pre-approved ADU plan must be removed from the program and the listing taken down within 30 days of receiving a request from the applicant.
Reusing Plans: The [City/County] must approve or deny an application for a detached ADU submitted using a pre-approved plan (or an application that uses a plan identical to one that has received a building permit from the [City/County]) ministerially (without discretionary review) within 30 days of receipt of a complete application.  All other applications using pre-approved plans will be ministerially approved or denied within 60 days of receipt of a complete application.
Pre-Approval Expiration: Pre-approval expires at the end of the triennial California Building Standards Code rulemaking cycle in which it was approved.  
Implementation 
Applications, Review and Posting Plans Online
The Planning and Building departments have developed an internal workflow to expedite the review process for new detached Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) using pre-approved plans in accordance with State Law. [Describe actions staff have taken to develop the internal review process.]
The Planning department is accepting applications for the pre-approval of ADUs using the Application Checklist for Pre-Approved ADU Plans [See the ABAG Regional Housing Technical Assistance Program’s ADU Plan Pre-Approval Application Checklist Template].  See [Attachment/Exhibit XX]. Designers may also join the Pre-Approved ADU Program when submitting a detached ADU for a standard ADU building permit application. This allows applicants to request their ADU plans related to a specific property/site to be pre-approved for future use on other properties throughout the [City/County].
Pre-approved ADU plans will be featured on the [City/County] website until the applicant requests the plans be removed or the plan approval expires. Homeowners or other interested parties may review pre-approved plans online and contact the applicant for additional information and to use or purchase pre-approved plans. 
Streamlined Review for Pre-Approved Detached ADUs
When a homeowner (or other applicant) uses pre-approved plans for a detached ADU, the [City/County] has 30 days from receipt of the application to approve or deny the application.  The Planning and Building departments have developed an internal workflow to expedite the review process for new detached ADUs using pre-approved plans in accordance with State Law. [If applicable: Describe actions staff have taken to develop the internal review process.]
Considerations for Site-Dependent Elements
When a homeowner (or other applicant) applies for a building permit to develop an ADU using pre-approved plans, the applicant will have to submit a Site-Specific ADU Permit Application to address site-specific conditions that cannot be pre-approved.  In addition to site specific information generally required for all sites, there are conditions and constraints that affect certain sites in the [City/County] such as [list conditions that exist in the jurisdiction, e.g. soils, hillside sites, hazard zones, etc.].  As a result, additional permits, reports, or studies may be required.  If the pre-approved detached ADU plans need to be revised to accommodate site specific conditions or constraints, the application will no longer qualify for the 30-day application review period.
Fees
The [City/County] is recommending that a [service charge/fee] of [$XX] be levied on applications for pre-approval of ADUs in order to cover the cost of administering the program, including [Describe what activities/services the fee would cover: this could include posting and managing plans on the City/County website or other administrative tasks.]
Encouraging the Use of Pre-Approved Plans
[Note: In order to encourage more property owners to use pre-approved plans, jurisdictions may decide to allow certain minimal design changes and may request that designers submit some limited design options for pre-approval. If allowing design changes/options, list them here and the reasoning for permitting the allowed changes.]
Pre-approved detached ADU plans must be submitted as designed in order to qualify for the 30-day application review period. However, staff is recommending certain exceptions to design to encourage wider use of pre-approved plans. The recommended exceptions include: [list allowed design changes/option/exceptions e.g. window placement, roof pitch, height, modifying the orientation of the building concepts to relate to a piece of property and/or flipping the floor plans, etc.]. 
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