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MOUNTAIN VIEW’S APPROACH
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STEP 1: APPLICANT SUBMITS PROJECT
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• Transportation 
Information Worksheet 
informs VMT screening



STEP 2: CITY SCREENS PROJECT FOR VMT ANALYSIS
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Screening Criteria Land Use 1 Land Use 2 Land Use 3 Total

1.Small Project Screening: ≤110 daily trips Yes No Yes No Yes No

2.Local Serving Retail Screening: Commercial retail ≤50 k sf

3.Location Based Screening: Low VMT area heat maps for 
employment or residential (plus FAR<0.75, SCS consistency, no 
excess parking, no displacement)

4.Transit Screening Boundaries: Transit proximity boundaries
(plus FAR<0.75, SCS consistency, no excess parking, no 
displacement)

5. 100% affordable housing



KEY MAPS FOR VMT SCREENING
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STEP 3: APPLICANT/CONSULTANT ANALYZES VMT
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STEP 4: APPLICANT AGREES TO VMT MITIGATIONS

• VMT informs CEQA mitigations 
which can be measured using 
the VMT Tool
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VMT LESSONS

What’s Working

• Complying with SB743
• Alignment between impacts and 

regional environmental concerns
• VTA VMT Tool is very easy to use
• VMT mitigations can be assessed
• Accounts for additive effects of 

land use and TDM strategies

Issues and Challenges

• Total VMT v. net new trips = minor 
changes could require EIR

• Ambiguity due to some land uses not 
addressed by OPR e.g. schools

• Inaccurate base land uses in VMT 
Tool for some areas

• Counterintuitive VMT results in some 
areas

• VMT doesn’t explain local street 
conditions or provide clear nexus for 
improvements if there are adverse 
effects not addressed by VMT…
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MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION ANALYSIS



STEP 1: APPLICANT SUBMITS PROJECT
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• Transportation 
Information Worksheet 
(TIW) informs screening 
and scoping VMT and MTA 



STEP 2: CITY SCREENS PROJECT (VMT + MTA)
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Does the project propose: Check all that 
apply

20+ net new peak hour trips?

Medium, large projects that generate ≥50 
peak hour trips?

Changed land use?

Special Circumstances? (determined by 
PW Director)

Located in the Downtown or Precise Plan 
area?



STEP 3: CITY HIRES CONSULTANT FOR MTA
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• City has three on-call contracts 

• City requests bids and 
authorizes task order



STEP 4: CITY & CONSULTANT CONFIRM SCOPE
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Small 20 to 49 PHT Medium 50 to 99 PHT Large  100 to 399 PHT Land Use Plan 400+ PHT
1. Existing Conditions

2. City Policy Conformance
3. Site Access and Circulation (all modes, emergency and services vehicles, loading areas)

4. VMT Analysis
5. Motor Vehicle Operations

(Signalized Intersection LOS; Unsignalized Intersection 
Traffic Control; Heavy Vehicle Operations)

5. Motor Vehicle Operations
(Signalized Intersection LOS inc. cumulative & CMP 

conformance; Unsignalized Intersection Traffic 
Control; Heavy Vehicle Operations)

6. Traffic Calming and Neighborhood Intrusion
7. Pedestrian Operations (inc. orientation; QOS map) 7. Pedestrian Operations (inc. orientation; PQOS eval)

8. Bicycle Operations (inc. parking; bike LTS map) 8. Bicycle Operations (inc. parking; Bike LTS eval)
8. Transit Operations (inc. services) 8. Transit Operations (inc. services; transit delay)

10. Parking
11. Construction Impacts

- 12. Transportation Demand Management



STEP 5: CONSULTANT PROVIDES DRAFT REPORT

• Consultant provides Draft MTA and/or VMT Analysis for City review  

• City forwards Draft MTA to VTA and other agencies when available

• Process feeds into development review process
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Step 6: Consultant provides Final Report

• Consultant provides Final 
MTA/VMT Report 

• MTA informs conditions of 
approval at hearing or final 
decision

• VMT informs CEQA mitigations
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MTA LESSONS (IN ADDITION TO VMT)

What’s Working

• Decoupling analysis from CEQA 
provides various opportunities

• Multimodal metrics are more 
holistic & better reflect City 
policies

• Transportation analysis occurs 
earlier in project process

What are the Challenges

• Ped and bike metrics need 
refinement

• Playing field is still not level: 
Auto analysis still dominates

• Decoupling from CEQA makes 
MTA subject to streamlining

• Permit Streamlining Act 2019
• Affordable Housing Act (SB 35)

• With streamlined timelines, 
MTAs may be late for 
incorporating into CoAs
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