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Impact of Parking on Goals
VMT and Emission Reduction
• Parking increases vehicle miles 

traveled, resulting in more traffic, 
more emissions, and reduced safety

Focused Growth and Vibrant 
Communities
• Parking takes up space that could be 

used for other purposes

Affordable Housing and 
Transportation
• Parking increases costs and hinders 

equitable development and access

Regional & Local Policies and Priorities

• VMT mitigation (SB 743, TDM Ordinances, 
PDAs and transit-oriented developments)

• GHG mitigation (Plan Bay Area 2050, 
Climate Action Plans)

• Health and safety (Vision Zero, AB 617 and 
air quality improvement)

• Mobility and activation improvements 
(Complete Streets, Slow Streets, multimodal 
and emerging mobility planning)

• Housing planning and development (PDA, 
RHNA, General Plan and Housing Element)

• Equity goals (affordability, transportation 
accessibility, Environmental Justice)



Local Parking Policy 
Technical Assistance
Focus on identifying needs and 
developing resources to support 
parking policy implementation
• Bay Area Parking Policy Database

• Parking Policy Playbook

• Webinar Series

• Office Hours



Parking Policy Resources

Playbook

Reduced 
Parking 

Minimums

Parking 
Maximums

Reduced 
Parking for 
Affordable 
Housing

Reduced 
Parking for 

Transit 
Proximity

Shared Parking Unbundled 
Parking

Parking In-Lieu 
Fees Priced Parking

Demand-
Responsive 

Pricing

Parking Benefit 
Districts Curb Strategy

TDM Policy for 
New 

Development

https://abag.ca.gov/technical-assistance/parking-policy-playbook


Parking Policy Resources



Parking Policy Resources

Sample 
Policy Code 
Language

Sample 
Staff 

Reports & 
Council 

Resolutions

Parking 
Policy Cut 

Sheet

Parking 
Policy 

Database

A B C D

Appendix

https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixasamplecodelanguagevf20211020docx
https://abag.ca.gov/technical-assistance/parking-policy-playbook
https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixcparkingpolicyfactsheettemplatepptx
https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixdparkingpolicydatabasev20211020xlsx
https://abag.ca.gov/technical-assistance/parking-policy-playbook


Parking Policy Resources

Playbook Appendix A: Sample Code Language

https://abag.ca.gov/technical-assistance/parking-policy-playbook
https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixasamplecodelanguagevf20211020docx


Parking Policy Resources

Appendix B: 
Berkeley Staff 

Report
Appendix C: Fact Sheet Template

Appendix B: 
Santa Rosa 
Resolution

Appendix B: 
Santa Rosa Staff 

Report

https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixbparkingminberkeleystaffreportdocx
https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixcparkingpolicyfactsheettemplatepptx
https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixbparkingpricingsantarosaresolutiondocx
https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixbparkingpricingsantarosastaffreportdocx


Parking Policy Resources

Appendix D: 
Parking Policy Database

https://abag.ca.gov/tools-resources/digital-library/appendixdparkingpolicydatabasev20211020xlsx


Today’s Speakers

Curb Access 
Manager

SFMTA

Economic Development 
Coordinator

City of Emeryville

OMF

OMF

Francesca Napolitan Amber Evans Someone



San Francisco's Curb Management Strategy
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Competition for Space
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Lack of Loading Impacts
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Limitations of 
Current Approach
•Mismatch between curb 
allocation and how people get 
around

•Storage for vehicles – 90% of 
the curb

•Active uses – 1% of the curb

•Does not align with San 
Francisco’s larger goals
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Purpose

 A holistic and proactive approach
 Align limited curb space with City’s values
 Support wider goals: Vision Zero, Transit First

Elements

 Curb hierarchy
 Prioritizing curb functions by land use
 Curb productivity

 Recommended strategies
 New tools
 Policies
 Legislative changes
 Process improvements

 Design guidelines
 Guidance to planners, engineers, and project 

managers

Curb Management Strategy

SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
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Process

 Staff interviews across agencies
 Multi-agency workshops



Curb Hierarchy: Functions
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Curb Hierarchy: Land Use Types
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Curb Hierarchy: Prioritization
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Implementation 
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SFMTA CURB MANAGEMENT STRATEGY



Seattle Curbside 
Management 
Program Highlights 



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberNov. 30, 2021
Seattle Department of 
Transportation 
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Today’s topics 
• Curbside Management Team 

overview  
• Seattle’s evolving curbside 

priorities 
• Curbside tools 

• Key themes 
• Many uses of The Curb  
• Curb planning tools
• Data collection and mapping



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberNov. 30, 2021
Seattle Department of 
Transportation 
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Curbside Management key themes 
Curbspace – valuable, limited resource in high demand

Team key themes:  
 Meet / manage competing needs (transit, urban goods and services, 
customers, residents, shared vehicles)

 Vibrant biz districts depend on curb access for loading 

 Make data-driven, performance-based decisions

 Be action, operations oriented



The Curb: 
Many 
functions + 
users 



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberNov. 30, 2021
Seattle Department of 
Transportation 
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Curbspace planning and tools 



Outdoor eating, Dinner delivery 



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberNov. 30, 2021
Seattle Department of 
Transportation 
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Importance of data management 

• Tracking and maintaining 
space inventory 

• Manual street parking counts 
• Video based load zone 

turnover, usage 
• Vehicle detection sensors at 

load zones 



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberNov. 30, 2021
Seattle Department of 
Transportation 

27

Data mapping + 
analytics 
• Keep ongoing 

inventory – sign and 
other assets 

• Interested in creating 
curb data by time of 
day, past and current

• Sharing with delivery 
companies to improve 
effectiveness 



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberNov. 30, 2021
Seattle Department of 
Transportation 
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Questions? 

Mike Estey
Manager, Curbside Management

mike.estey@seattle.gov 

www.seattle.gov/parking
Mary Catherine Snyder

Parking Strategist
marycatherine.snyder@seattle.gov 



DEVELOPING A 
HIGHEST AND BEST 

USE OF CURB
TOOL

Amber Evans
City of Emeryville 



Emeryville had an 
Un-restricted, Unenforced Curb

• Occupancy at 90% -95% on some commercial corridors 

• Restaurants’ customers unable to find spots at lunch

• A successful shuttle facing congestion on key commercial corridor

• Meters were ripped out on San Pablo after vandalism  a decade prior

• 2006 planning efforts for paid parking in the northern commercial area were stalled by the 

Great Recession, followed by the 2012 elimination of Redevelopment, which halved Emeryville’s 

operating budget 

• EPD had no enforcement: not even red curbs or driveways – it was the wild, west 

• City poured green paint in 2013  to set the ground for curb controls but lack of enforcement 

stymied impact

• Parking was discussed at lunch spots as completely unenforced



IMPLEMENTED PAID PARKING IN 2021 
◦ Pay by License Kiosks

◦ Park Mobile

◦ Meter mounted sensors 

◦ Online receipts 

◦ Virtual permits

◦ Variable Pricing

◦ Controls for street sweeping  

◦ Pathway to time managed transit only lane 

WITH ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES 



Parking management led to curb management 
discussions

The development of a methodology for determining the highest and best use of a curb can advance
conversations for:
• Curb Extensions for Active Uses
• Green Infrastructure
• Through Lanes to Promote Modal Shift
• Temporary Vehicle Stops
• Other vehicle storage
• Infrastructure
• Property access

MTC funded Highest Best Use Curb Efforts for this



50 Uses to be Considered 
Curb Extensions for Active Uses
1. Parklets
2. Artlets
3. Side walk cafes
4. Curb extensions at crosswalks
5. Curb widening
6. Bus bulb-outs
7. Bike share

Green infrastructure
1. Permeable paving/passive 

storm water treatment 
2. Planters
3. Rain gardens
4. Tree bulb-outs
5. Trees in sidewalk
6. Bike corrals
7. Bike repair

Thru Lane to Promote Modal Shift /Green
Infrastructure
1. Protected bike lanes
2. Standard bike lanes
3. Transit lanes (by time)
4. Transit lanes permanent
5. Turning or sight line preservation (use 

restrictions) 
6. Street cleaning
7. Emergency vehicle by-pass
8. Autonomous vehicle Infrastructure (RFI 

chips) 

Temporary Vehicle Stops
1. Transit stops
2. Shuttle stops
3. Drop off and loading for cars for hire
4. Delivery and pickup of goods
5. Trash and recycling collection

Vehicle storage
1. Taxi parking
2. Rideshare parking
3. Carshare parking
4. Paid parking
5. Free parking
6. Permitted parking
7. Handicapped parking
8. Bus layovers
9. Autonomous vehicles self-parking 

(Infrastructure) 
10. Construction parking

Infrastructure
1. Hydrant
2. Electrical poles
3. Electrical vaults
4. Temporary encroachment permit
5. Traffic signal
6. Utility boxes
7. Wifi signal poles
8. Street lights
9. Pedestrian lights

Private Access
1. Driveways
2. Loading docks
3. Construction staging



Partners
AC Transit

Amtrak
Caltrans

Commission on aging (Paratransit) 
PGE

Pony Scooter
Populus

Taxi Association  (Friendly Cab)
Transform

Uber
UPS

Waste Management 
WayMo
Zipcar

























Lessons

- Vertical vs Horizontal compatibility raise key tool development issues
- Mandatory infrastructure/standard set of approvals for infrastructure

integration critical
- Policy documents are the backbone of basis for decisions – MTC’s tool

operationalizes these decisions
- Changing operations is challenging and made more challenging by remote

work and sheltering in place
- Crowdsourcing of inputs is need to truly assess HBUC for capital and operation

costs and thruput (proprietary data complicates)



Q&A
What questions do you have for this team as you 
approach your work? 

Curb Access 
Manager

SFMTA

Economic Development 
Coordinator

City of Emeryville

OMF

OMF

Francesca Napolitan Amber Evans Someone



Thank you!

ABAG-MTC Webinar: Reconsidering Parking Development 
Requirements
Local Parking Policy Technical Assistance

Click to add text
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