
Attachment 1 

 

Adopted resolution by OSA Board.  









Table 1. Priority Conservation Area Nominations and Designations 

* PCA that is contiguous with existing PCAs    † PCA that is contiguous with a proposed PCA 

 

 

 
 

Proposed PCA Designation(s)  
 

# PCA Name 
Natural 

Landscape 
Regional 

Recreation 
Agricultural 

Lands 
Urban 

Greening General Area Description  
1 Baylands*† x x   x Portions of the Baylands within San Jose's Sphere of Influence that are 

contiguous with an existing PCA, and are designated as either "Open Space, 
Parkland" or "Public/Quasi-Public" in San Jose's 2040 General Plan. 

2 Ulistac Natural 
Area† 

x x   x Encompassing the City of Santa Clara's Ulistac Natural Area. 

3 Penitencia 
Creek County 
Park† 

x x     Encompassing Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Department's 
Penitencia Creek Park. 

4 Sierra Vista*† x x x   Portions of the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority's Sierra Vista Open 
Space Preserve and City of San Jose's Alum Rock Park that are contiguous 
with existing PCA areas. 

5 Riparian 
Corridor*† 

x x   x A conceptual PCA that encompasses the riparian corridor of anadromous 
fish passage streams in the county, including: Los Gatos Creek, Guadalupe 
River, Coyote Creek, Upper Penitencia Creek, Llagas Creek, Uvas Creek, and 
Pacheco Creek. 

6 Los Gatos Creek 
Park 

x x   x Encompassing Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Department's Los 
Gatos Creek Park. 

7 Coyote Ridge 
(North)* 

  x   x Undeveloped portion of Coyote Ridge, located southwest of silver creek, 
and east of Hellyer Avenue.  

8 Martial Cottle   x x x Encompassing Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Department's 
Martial Cottle Park. 

9 Mt. Hamilton 
Range*† 

x x x   Area of the Mt. Hamilton range within the County that is contiguous with 
existing PCAs, extending east to the second eastern ridgeline, 
approximately. 
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  Proposed PCA Designation(s)  

# PCA Name 
Natural 

Landscape 
Regional 

Recreation 
Agricultural 

Lands 
Urban 

Greening General Area Description  
10 Metcalf*†   x x   Encompassing Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Department's park 

facilities on Coyote Ridge 
11 Coyote Creek 

Parkway*† 
x x   x Portion of the Coyote Creek Parkway corridor, extending north from 

Anderson Reservoir to Yerba Buena Road.  
12 Santa Teresa 

Hills*† 
x x x   Encompassing the southern portion of the Santa Teresa Foothills, between 

the Upper Almaden Valley and the Santa Teresa Foothills neighborhood. 

13 Coyote Valley 
(North)*† 

      x Portion of northern Coyote Valley, east of Monterey Highway that will 
support and balance potential future campus light industrial development 
through green infrastructure projects. 

14 Field Sports 
Park*† 

  x     Encompassing Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Department's Field 
Sports Park. 

15 Coyote Valley 
(Mid)*† 

x x x   Largely agricultural portion of Coyote Valley that is east of Monterey 
Highway and within the San Jose General Plan's urban reserve area.  

16 Coyote Valley 
(South)* † 

 x x  Southern section of Coyote Valley, located east of Monterey Highway, 
between Palm Avenue and Tilton Avenue (referred to as the “Greenbelt”).   

17 Santa Cruz 
Mntns East*† 

x x x   Eastern portion of the Santa Cruz mountains, extending from Mt Madonna 
County Park, north to Calero Reservoir and the Guadalupe River. 

18 NEQ†   x x x Northeastern quadrant of Morgan Hill's sphere of influence, east of Hill 
Road, that is designated as either "Open Space" or "Rural County" in 
Morgan Hill's General Plan. 

19 
 

San Martin 
North Ag† 

  x   Agricultural area of the county that is located south of Maple Avenue, west 
of Foothill ave, and north of Middle Avenue, and east of Railroad avenue. 
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  Proposed PCA Designation(s)  

# PCA Name 
Natural 

Landscape 
Regional 

Recreation 
Agricultural 

Lands 
Urban 

Greening General Area Description  
20 Morgan Hill 

South† 
x x     Encompassing Santa Clara County Park and Recreation Department's 

Silviera Property, located on Atherton Way.  
21 San Martin 

South 
Agriculture† 

x     x Area of unincorporated San Martin, starting immediately north of Gilroy's 
sphere of influence, extending from the foothills of the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, east to Columbet Avenue, and North to Harding Avenue. 

22 Upper Pajaro 
Agriculture*† 

x x x   Eastern portion of Gilroy and unincorporated County that are designated as 
either Agriculture or Hillsides in Gilroy's 2040 draft General Plan or the 
County's General Plan. 

23 Gilroy 660† x   x x Agricultural area located west of Llagas creek, north of the West Branch of 
Llagas Creek, South of Leavesly Road, and East of the urban development 
zone presented in Gilroy 2040's Alternative 3 "Compact Development". 

24 Gilroy 
Foothills* 

x x x   Portion of the Gilroy foothills, primarily east of Pacheco Pass Highway, 
surrounded by the East Gilroy Foothills PCA and the South County Regional 
Trail Connection PCA. 

25 Gilroy South*† x x  x Area of Southern Gilroy that are outside of Existing PCAs, that are either 
within the Uvas Creek Park Preserve, or designated as "Agriculture and 
Open Space" Gilroy 2040's Alternative 2 "Orderly Growth" . 

26 Upper 
Pacheco*† 

x       Zones surrounding Pacheco creek that are east of Casa De Fruta and 
immediately adjacent to the South County Regional Trail PCA. 

27 Pacheco 
Agriculture*† 

  x  Agricultural zone located between Highway 152 East and the southern 
boundary of the County. 
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  Proposed PCA Designation(s)  

# PCA Name 
Natural 

Landscape 
Regional 

Recreation 
Agricultural 

Lands 
Urban 

Greening General Area Description  
Existing 

PCA 
Rancho 
Canada*† 

x x x  Area surrounding and within the eastern portion of Rancho Canada del Oro 
Open Space Preserve. 

Existing 
PCA 

South County 
Agriculture*† 

x x x  Valley floor and agricultural lands located between the City of Gilroy and 
the Southern Santa Clara County boundary. 

Existing 
PCA 

Soap Lake 
Flood Plain 
(TNC) *† 

x x x  The lands within and immediately surrounding the Soap Lake Floodplain. 

 

PCA Designation Type Descriptions: 

1. Natural Landscapes: areas critical to the functioning of wildlife and plant habitats, aquatic ecosystems and the region's water supply 
and quality. 

2. Agricultural Lands: farmland, grazing land and timberland that support the region's agricultural economy and provide additional 
benefits such as habitat protection and carbon capture. 

3. Urban greening: existing and potential green spaces in cities that increase habitat connectivity, improve community health, capture 
carbon emissions, and address stormwater 

4. Regional Recreation: existing and potential regional parks, trails, and other publicly accessible recreation facilities. 
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