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CITY OF 

SANJOSE 
CITY OF 

Sam T. Liccardo 
CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY 

May 28, 2015 

Joanna Bullock 
Senior Kegional Planner, PCA Applications 
Association of Bay Area Governments 
P.O. Box 2050 
Oakland, CA 94604-2050 

Dear Ms. Bullock: 

The Santa Clara County Open Space Authority has informed the City of San Jose of its 
intention to nominate Priority Conservation Areas (PCA) in Santa Clara County, some of 
which are located within San Jose's Sphere of Influence. In that regard, we are pleased to 
submit this letter of support. 

The City of San Jose has previously endorsed Bay Area as a long-range transportation 
and land use strategy that closely aligns with San Jose's adopted Envision 2040 General 
Plan. We understand that the proposed PCA's would enable San Jose to be eligible for PCA 
Program grant funding and potentially other sources for conservation of open space, 
agricultural land and natural resources. The properties within each of the proposed PCA's 
are privately owned, and permitted land uses for each of those properties are designated by 
the City's General Plan. The Santa Clara County Open Space Authority has intimated that 
the benefits of the proposed PCA's include recognizing regionally significant open space 
areas with conservation, agricultural, recreational and urban greening values, that are 
consistent with the City's General Plan. 

Your consideration of the proposed PCA's are appreciated. 

CC: Andrea Mackenzie, General Manager, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 
Santa Clara County Board of Directors 
Harry Freitas, City of San Jose, Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement 

i 

Mayor Vice Mayor Councilmember 

200 East Santa Clara Street, 18th Floor San Jose, CA 95113 tel (408) 535-4800 fax (408) 292-6422 www.sjmayor.org 













 
 

   

 
 
May 28, 2015 
 
PCA Applications, Association of Bay Area Governments 
P.O. Box 2050 
Oakland, CA 94604-2050 
Attn: Joanna Bullock, Senior Regional Planner 
 
Re:   Support for the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority  

Priority Conservation Area Nominations 
 
Dear Ms. Bullock,  
 
On behalf of The Nature Conservancy, I am writing to express my strong support of the 
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s twenty-seven Priority Conservation Area 
(PCA) nominations in Santa Clara County. 
 
The Nature Conservancy has worked for over 15 years within Santa Clara County and 
in neighboring counties to preserve biodiversity, wildlife corridors, water resources, 
rangelands, and agricultural lands for the benefit of people and nature. The Authority 
has been an important partner in this work, and our organizations have shared 
resources, strategies, and information in order to maximize conservation outcomes.  
 
The PCA nominations from the Authority reflect these shared priorities, encompassing 
open spaces and working lands with significant conservation and recreation values that 
the Conservancy and others are working to protect. The Authority has worked closely 
with us and with other key partners to identify the nominated areas. These areas cover 
critical wildlife l inkages across the southern Santa Cruz Mountains, agricultural lands 
in the Valley of Heart’s Delight, important watersheds throughout Santa Clara County, 
and major recreational opportunities spanning from the Baylands to the Pajaro River.  
 
The Conservancy particularly supports the proposed Natural Lands, Regional 
Recreation, and Agricultural Lands designations for the existing Soap Lake Floodplain 
PCA, which the Conservancy nominated in the first iteration of the PCA program. For 
the protection of conservation values and preservation of recreational opportunities 
throughout this crucial landscape, I urge you to include all twenty-seven nominations 
in the PCA program. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Abigail Ramsden, Conservation Planning Project Director 
The Nature Conservancy  
 
CC: Andrea Mackenzie, General Manager, SCCOSA 

tel     [415] 777-0487  
fax    [415] 777-0244 

nature.org  

nature.org/california 

 
 

California Regional Office 
201 Mission Street, Fourth Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

 







 

 

CC:  Miriam Chion, Planning Director, ABAG 



  

 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
FOOD SYSTEM ALLIANCE 

scc.alliance@gmail.com 
 

 
Aziz Baameur 
UCCE Small Farm Program 
Michele Beasley 
Greenbelt Alliance 
Elena Blebea 
The Health Trust 
Joseph Deviney 
SCC Ag & Environmental Management 
Lucy Diekmann 
Santa Clara University 
Maria Noel Fernandez 
Working Partnerships USA 
Matt Freeman 
SCC Open Space Authority 
Sheila Golden 
Community Alliance with Family Farmers 
Leslie Gray 
Environmental Studies Institute 
Sundown Hazen 
Full Circle Farm 
Julie Hutcheson 
Committee for Green Foothills 
Kris Jensen 
Collective Roots 
Greg Leonard 
Veggielution 
Raul Lozano 
Valley Verde 
Pat Nichols 
Slow Food South Bay 
Ben Palazzolo 
Pacific Coast Farmers Market 
Malin Ramirez 
Sacred Heart Community Services 
Melissa Sifuentes 
Second Harvest Food Bank 
Cole B. Smith 
UCCE Santa Clara 
Susan Stuart 
SCC Department of Public Health 
Eric Wylde 
SCC Deputy Ag Commissioner 

 
May 26, 2015 
 
Mike Potter, Chair 
Board of Directors 
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 
6980 Santa Teresa Blvd. 
Suite 100 
San Jose, CA 95119 
 

RE: Support for Approval of Nomination of New Priority 
Conservation Areas to ABAG 

 
Dear Chair Potter and Board Directors: 
 
The Santa Clara County Food System Alliance (SCCFSA) is a collaborative of 
stakeholders concerned with issues of healthy food access, agricultural 
production and food distribution in Santa Clara County. The SCCFSA 
recognizes that agriculture is a vital industry in our county that helps support 
the health of its residents, its economy and its environment. 
 
To attain a vibrant, robust and sustainable food system, the Alliance has 
identified four main goals.     
 

1.    Enhance community engagement and education  
2.    Improve access to a healthy, affordable, food supply  
3.    Strengthen agriculture and food system viability  
4.    Advance environmental stewardship 

 
With these goals in mind, the SCCFSA is writing in support of your 
organization’s nomination of Priority Conservation Areas (PCAs) specifically, 
those with the Agricultural Lands designation. A PCA designation’s sole 
function is to enable local jurisdictions to qualify for PCA Program grant 
funding and potentially other sources of funding for compatible investments 
in our communities’ agricultural, natural, scenic and recreational lands. This 
type of funding aligns well with the SCCFSA’s goals and vision for a healthy 
local food system.  
 
It also aligns well with local general plan strategies, policies and objectives 
for open space conservation without affecting local jurisdictions’ regulatory 
planning and permitting authority over these lands. 
 
Therefore, the SCCFSA urges you to approve the suggested list of PCAs with 
the Agricultural Lands designation. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Santa Clara County Food System Alliance 
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