
RESOLUTION NO, 15-25 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MIDPENINSULA 
REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT SUPPORTING THE CITY OF MENLO 

PARK'S NOMINATION OF MENLO PARK AND EAST PALO ALTO 
BA YLANDS AS A PRIORITY CONSERVATION AREA 

WHEREAS, in 2014, the Association of Bay Area Governments requested nominations from local 
governments and special districts for Priority Conservation Areas pursuant to the Plan Bay Area multi
agency regional planning initiative; and 

WHEREAS, Priority Conservation Areas are areas of regional significance which contain 
important agricultural, natural resource, watershed, historic, scenic, cultural, recreational, and/or 
ecological values and ecosystem functions deserving of conservation funding; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Menlo Park is the nominating agency for the Menlo Park and East Palo 
Alto Baylands (Baylands) Priority Conservation Area, which includes Ravenswood Open Space Preserve 
(Preserve), owned by the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District); and 

WHEREAS, the categories for this nominated Priority Conservation Area include Regional 
Recreation, Natural Landscapes, and Urban Greening; and 

WHEREAS, the District supports the designation of the regionally-significant Baylands as a 
Priority Conservation Area, which would make it eligible for crucial funding; and 

WHEREAS, the District' s support of the City of Menlo Park's Priority Conservation Area 
nomination does not commit the District to long-term management and maintenance of areas outside 
District lands; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the District hereby supports the designation of the Menlo Park 
and East Palo Alto Baylands as a Priority Conservation Area. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District on the 131h of May 2015, at a Regular Meeting thereof, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

ATTEST: 

HANKO, HARRIS, HASSETT, KISHIMOTO, RIFFLE, SIEMENS 
NONE 
NONE 

CYR 

/ 

~ L 7 ' . ----------. d~ -?~ 
-- Secretary /' , 

Board of Directors 



APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

I, the Interim istrict Clerk of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, hereby certify 
that the above is a true and correct copy ofa resolution duly adopted by the Board of Directors of the 
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District by the above vote at a meeting thereof duly held and called 
on the above day. 

Interim District Clerk 
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City of East Palo Alto 
Office of the City Manager 

April 17, 2015 

Justin Murphy 
Asst. Community Development Director 
City of Menlo Park 
701 Laurel Street 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Dear Mr. Murphy, 

The City of East Palo Alto is pleased to support the application for the Menlo 
Park and East Palo Alto Priority Conservation Area, with the City of Menlo Park as the 
lead proponent. The City of East Palo Alto recognizes that a PCA designation status 
would make the areas within this boundary eligible for future Priority Conservation Area 
grants, including funding for planning or construction projects related to site 
enhancements. 

Many East Palo Alto residents enjoy accessing the bay lands identified in this 
area, as well as Cooley Landing, located in East Palo Alto. The areas poised for 
conservation provide recreational opportunities, scenic enjoyment, as well as cultural 
enrichment for this community and the region. Furthermore, Cooley Landing and the 
surrounding bay land areas provide for habitat for the endangered Ridgeway Rail and 
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse, among other native species of plants and animals. These 
features provide further natural enjoyment to local residents as well as the region. The 
proposed PCA further provides local accessible open space to residents in the City of 
East Palo Alto, which lacks adequate open space; conservation of these assets is vital 
to the health of this community. 

Thank you for allowing local communities the opportunity to consider the option 
of supporting or objecting to the establishment of this PCA. We are hopeful of the 
success of this area becoming a confirmed PCA. 

2415 University Ave. 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Phone: (650) 853-3100 
Fax: (650) 853-3115 

www .cityofepa.org 
cmoffice@cityofepa.org 
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