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VACATION RENTALS  



HISTORY 

 2011 Ordinance 

 2014 Revision Begins 

 2016 March Revised 
Ordinance Adopted  

 2016 September 
Additional 
Planning/Tax Collector 
Staff   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



SONOMA COUNTY TOURISM 

 Visitors spend $1.6 billion annually 
 19,350 jobs in tourism industry 
 TOT revenue $12.63 million 14/15 
Over $5 million from vacation rentals 

 

 

 

 



VACATION RENTALS COUNTYWIDE 



SHERIFF CALLS BY COMPLAINT TYPE 



BALANCE NEEDED 

 Transient Occupancy 
Tax Revenues 

 Jobs in Tourism Industry 

 Visitor Spending 

 Income for Owners 

 Base Economy in River 
Resort Areas 

 Show Visitors Sonoma 

 

 

 

 

 Loss of Housing Stock 

 Noise, Parties 

 Commercialization 

 Loss of Residential 
Character 

 Safety Concerns 

 Traffic, Parking 

 Loss of Neighbors 

Tourism & Revenue Neighborhood Concerns 



GOALS  

 Educate property managers through training 
and certification program 

 Provide information on property limits to 
potential renters upfront 

 Increase responsibility of property managers 
to report and respond to complaints 

 Improve enforcement tools when problems 
arise including a new citation program 
 
 



MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT 

 Citation Program 

 Allows County agents to cite 
offenders for violation of 
performance standards 

 Avoids need for neighbors 
to make citizens arrest 

 Citations are appealable in 
Sonoma County 

 Multiple citations may result 
in revocation of Vacation 
Rental permit 

 

Citation Program Revocation 

 3 Strikes Summary Revocation 

 Only verified complaints or 
citations count 

 If revoked, may not re-apply 
for 2 years 



  

Questions? 
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