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June 20, 2012 

 

President Peevey 

Commissioner Simon 

Commissioner Florio 

Commissioner Sandoval 

Commissioner Ferron 

California Public Utilities Commission 

505 Van Ness Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

Subject: Bay Area Regional Energy Network 

Dear President Peevey and Commissioners: 

As Executive Director of the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority, I am pleased to 

offer this letter of support for the proposal of the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) to 

create a Bay Area Regional Energy Network as part of the California Public Utilities Commission’s 

2013-2014 Energy Efficiency Portfolios.  

The Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA) was created in 2010 as a 

countywide body of local government officials charged with coordinating and implementing climate 

protection activities throughout Sonoma County. As the first agency of its type in the State, part of our 

charge is to advocate on issues relevant to the role of local government and the reduction of greenhouse 

gas emissions. For the past three years, the RCPA, its Bay Area partners, and Sonoma County Energy 

Independence Program, which provides efficiency/ renewables financing through the property tax 

system, have successfully pioneered program design, workforce development, and marketing and 

outreach initiatives to effect market transformation in support of State and local climate protection goals. 

We have shown that local government partners play a vital role as protectors of community health and 

safety in the context of climate change and, as demonstrated by Energy Upgrade California™, they are 

uniquely positioned to foster a new community consensus about the importance, value, and necessity of 

efficiency and renewable improvements for the good of the local economy and the global climate. 

The Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority has great confidence that ABAG, as the 

lead agency in submitting this funding application on behalf of local governments within the San 

Francisco Bay area, will ensure the long-term success of this innovative regional energy network.   



Through existing local government initiatives, including significant American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act−funded programs, Bay Area local governments have demonstrated an ability to 

provide missing technical resources that facilitate greater uptake of energy efficient building retrofits.  

These local governments have empowered public agencies and leveraged local government partnerships 

in project implementation and have developed a centralized regional management infrastructure with 

local government administration of implementation activities.  Working together to create this 

unprecedented regional consistency will further promote economies of scale, and maximize quantified 

energy, water, and carbon reductions. 

Aligned with existing DOE and California Energy Commission (CEC) State Energy Program strategies, 

this proposed program will increase green jobs, increase energy efficiency and deployment of renewable 

energy technologies, promote economic activity, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

The Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority is grateful for your consideration of this 

proposal.  If you have any questions regarding this pledge of support, please feel free to contact me at 

suzsmith@sctainfo.org or (707) 565-5373.  

Sincerely, 

 

Suzanne Smith 

Executive Director, SCTA/RCPA 

 

 

 

Cc: Ezra Rapport, Executive Director, Association of Bay Area Governments 
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