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Building an Even Better Bay Area

The challenges of local and regional 
governments continue unabated.  The 
State’s fiscal crisis has worsened and 
more cuts are all but certain. This will 
have a direct impact on cities, counties, 
and regional agencies. While this fiscal 
deterioration continues, we are faced 
with increased demands for services, new 
unfunded State mandates, constraints 
on ability to raise new revenues, and 
increasing expectations to address climate 
change and greenhouse gas emissions.

Last year, with the leadership of Senator 
Mark DeSaulnier, we aggressively pursued 
SB 406, legislation that would have 
provided funding for cities, counties, 
ABAG, and MTC to develop plans pursuant 
to SB 375, the Sustainable Communities 
Strategy. This funding would assist in the 
planning and development of Priority 
Development Areas and would strengthen 
overall regional coordination to deal with 
climate change. We were successful in 
getting the legislation through both the 
Senate and the Assembly, but we failed to 
secure the governor’s approval. We will try 
again in 2010.

ABAG has undertaken major efforts 
to establish a Regional Solar Energy 
Efficiency District. There are still some 
hurdles to overcome, most especially 
identifying a financing structure that 
results in low interest rates to make 
the program feasible for homeowners. 
However, we believe that by working with 

other associations across the State, we will 
find a viable solution. We hope to be able to 
start the program in the next fiscal year.

FOCUS continues to gain momentum with 
over 125 approved Priority Development 
Areas and nearly 100 Priority Conservation 
Areas, covering a majority of our member 
jurisdictions. In close collaboration with 
MTC, we have been able to identify initial 
funding for planning and small grants for 
infrastructure improvements. Many of the 
Priority Development Areas will require 
significant funding for implementation.  
These needs will have to be met through 
a combination of local, state, regional, 
and federal funding sources. We will 
play an active role in identifying funding 
to assist in these projects. Projections 
2009, the housing report, and the annual 
Economic Outlook report have been 
widely distributed, frequently quoted as 
authoritative resources, and the symposia 
well attended throughout the Bay Area.

Hazard mitigation and earthquake 
preparedness and recovery are high 
priorities for 2010. Resiliency is the key to 
government, civic, and economic continuity 
following a disaster. We have engaged local 
governments, the business community and 
nonprofit organizations around the region 
in identifying actions that we can take 
before a disaster, which should provide the 
greatest probability that a major disaster 
will not result in protracted recovery. We 
have been successful in seeking grants from 
FEMA and the State Office of Emergency 
Services to fund our work in this area.

Our service programs continue to thrive 
and reach new milestones. Approximately 
300 of the 500 miles of the Bay Trail 
have been developed. The Green Business 
Program has certified over 2000 businesses 
and public agencies. ABAG Finance 
Authority for Nonprofit Corporations has 
issued more than $7 billion dollars of 
tax-exempt bond financings to assist in 
the development of affordable housing, 
hospital construction, school, and senior 
care facilities. ABAG Power was successful 

From The Executive Director

Henry Gardner
ABAG Executive Director
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in pursuing litigation that resulted in 
the return of over $1.8 million from the  
gas and electric programs. ABAG PLAN 
serves as the insurance provider for 31 
of our member jurisdictions, including a 
comprehensive risk management program. 
The Estuary Partnership had a year of 
several distinguished accomplishments, 
including a highly successful State of the 
Estuary conference and several major state 
and federal grants, of which a substantial 
amount went directly to cities and counties 
as we improve the San Francisco Bay 
Delta-Estuary.

Senate Bill 375, the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS), requires 
ABAG and MTC to link the Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) with 
the Regional Transportation Plan, a level 
of coordination and outreach that goes 
far beyond what we have done in the past. 
SB 375 is intended to result in planning 
that reduces reliance on automobiles and 
results in reductions of greenhouse gas 
emissions. New resources will be required 
to complete the SCS in a manner that has 
substance and the possibility of actually 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
vehicle miles traveled. Under the best of 
circumstances, this will be a challenge. 
Elected official engagement is paramount 
as we undertake this work.

All of these activities require major 
funding. ABAG has a long and successful 
record of securing contracts and grants 
to fund 93% of our programs, projects, 
and services. Membership dues constitute 
approximately 7% of total revenues. 
Many of the grants we receive require 
matching funds, and membership dues 
are our primary source for meeting this 
requirement. For several years there was 
no increase in dues. In order to avoid 
major increases at any one time, the 
Executive Board made the decision to 
increase dues gradually, in accordance 
with the Bay Area CPI. Accordingly, for FY 
2010-11 the proposed increase is 1.3%, with 
the actual increase being slightly higher 
for jurisdictions that had an increase in 
population. We are most appreciative of 
the support we continue to receive from 
our members.

Notwithstanding the challenges of 
diminished financial resources, 2010 will 
no doubt be a year of intense collaboration 
and coordination among cities, counties, 
and the regional agencies, pursuing the 
common vision of developing an even 
better Bay Area.

Executive Letter cont. from page 1
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Building an Even Better Bay Area

During the past year ABAG’s 38-member 
Executive Board has deliberated on a 
number of issues of critical importance to 
our membership, including, but not limited 
to, finding a stable source of income for 
ABAG.  We had hoped to accomplish this 
funding through the passage of SB 406 
(DeSaulnier), but we were sidetracked 
by the Governor’s veto. Other important 
deliberations and decisions included 
the State mandated Regional Housing 
Need Allocation (RHNA) Determination 
methodology and allocations, and SB 375 
(Steinberg), legislation that is designed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions through 
land use and transportation planning.

As part of the RHNA deliberations in 2007 
San Jose, San Francisco, and Oakland 
agreed to accept larger housing allocations 
with the understanding that ABAG would 
target infrastructure resources, as they 
came available, to them in exchange for 
carrying the additional housing load. 
During the past year, we have worked 
with state and other funding agencies 
in an effort to fulfill this agreement. 
Infill development in older, established 
central cities is a core part of the FOCUS 
Initiative, which places emphasis on 
Priority Development Areas and Priority 
Conservation Areas. The Board also 
spent many hours exploring Policy-based 
Projections, and the establishment of the 
San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority. 
Development of a regional Solar Energy 
Efficiency District was among the variety 
of other issues that the Executive Board 
directed its attention.

The economic climate has been difficult for 
the majority of our cities and counties over 
this last year. Even as the economy shows 
some signs of improvement, because of the 
State’s continuing fiscal crisis we expect 
that Fiscal Year 2010-11 will continue to 
be a challenge for our members and ABAG 
as an organization.  We are committed to 
continuing our quest for a stable source 

of income for ABAG and for cities and 
counties and will continue to work on this 
issue during the next fiscal year.

During the next two years of my term as 
ABAG President, working with Marin 
County Supervisor Susan L. Adams, I plan 
to reach out to member jurisdictions to 
not only inform you of what we are doing, 
but to hear your concerns and find out 
how ABAG can be of assistance to you in 
the work that you do.  I also want to seek 
your support and participation in ABAG’s 
programs and services and encourage you 
to take advantage of the myriad of services, 
workshops, and conferences that ABAG 
conducts throughout the year.
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Building an Even Better Bay Area

During Fiscal Year 2010-2011 the 
Association of Bay Area Governments’ 
Planning Programs will build upon 
existing partnerships with the region’s 
local jurisdictions to advance a regional 
planning program that recognizes links 
between focused growth and transportation 
infrastructure.  Under the provisions of 
the recently enacted SB 375, the region 
must develop a Sustainable Community 
Strategy, integrating regional land use and 
transportation planning.  As a component 
of that work effort, ABAG will identify and 
assess key issues and challenges related 
to accommodating most of the Bay Area’s 
growth in the Priority Development Areas 
(PDAs) that accommodate the region’s 
most robust transit service.  Working with 
local jurisdictions and our partner regional 
agencies, ABAG will secure funding to 
support planning and development in 
the PDAs that provides for the needs of 
existing and future residents, is resource 
conserving and socially equitable, and 
brings new vitality to our region’s transit-
served neighborhoods.  ABAG will work 
with key partners including public resource 
agencies, local governments, and the 

region’s land and water conservation to 
secure funding and advance permanent 
protection of the Priority Conservation 
Areas (PCAs), the Bay Area’s conservation 
priorities.  

SB 375 requires that California’s 
metropolitan regions reduce climate 
change impacts related to automobiles and 
light trucks.  To accomplish this, regions 

must address significant land-use and 
growth challenges as part of a strategy 
for how the region will accommodate 
its growth and significantly reduce 
vehicle miles traveled.  In FY2010-2011 
ABAG, the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) local jurisdictions, 
congestion management agencies, transit 
providers, and other stakeholder entities 
will work together to develop a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS) that provides 
a policy framework to address some key 
challenges related to the implementation 
of successful transit-oriented, infill 
development, and encompasses regional 
policies.

The paragraphs below provide an overview 
of ABAG’s planning initiatives related to 
regional land-use planning and describe 
the agency’s well-regarded and closely-
related special purpose planning programs.  
Noted programs include the Bay Area 
Green Business Program, Earthquake 
and Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness, 
the San Francisco Bay Trail, and the San 
Francisco Estuary Partnership.

FOCUS IS A KEY COMPONENT OF 
SB 375

The San Francisco Bay Area’s regional 
Blueprint Plan is known as FOCUS, an 
integrated regional development and 
conservation strategy designed to map 
a more positive approach to future 
growth in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
FOCUS promotes a more compact land 
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use pattern for the Bay Area.  It unites 
the efforts of four regional agencies 
into a single program that links land 
use and transportation by encouraging 
the development of complete, livable 
communities near transit, and promotes 
conservation of the region’s most 
significant resource lands.  FOCUS is 
led by ABAG in partnership with the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
(MTC) and with support from the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District 
(BAAQMD) and the Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission (BCDC).  
FOCUS is a collaborative effort that links 
regional planning programs with planning 
and implementation being advanced at 
the local and sub-regional level by local 
governments, congestion management 
agencies, transit providers, and non-
governmental organizations throughout 
the Bay Area.  In the past two years, 
FOCUS has emerged as integral part of 
ABAG and MTC’s regional land-use and 
transportation planning programs and 
has served as a mechanism for advancing 
synergies between a various planning 
efforts across the Bay Area.

The Bay Area has taken a major step 
forward toward a comprehensive regional 
growth strategy embodied in the FOCUS 
Program.  In 2009, ABAG’s Planning 
Program coordinated a third call for 
Priority Development Area applications 
from local jurisdictions.  There are now 
more than 127 Priority Development Areas 
in 60 Bay Area jurisdictions, and nearly 
100 Priority Conservation Areas (PCAs).  
In collaboration with local jurisdictions, 
the region has for the first time developed 
a regional development and conservation 
strategy based upon a link between local 
plans and regional agency objectives 
relative to where new growth should be 
directed.  

PDAs are transit-served, infill areas where 
there is either an adopted neighborhood-
level plan that will accommodate housing 
in a mixed-use context or a vision to create 
such a plan at the local level.  Projections 
2009 forecasts that more than two-thirds 
of the region’s growth through 2035 can 
be accommodated in the PDAs, despite the 

fact that PDAs encompass only 3% of the 
region’s land area.  The FOCUS program 
emphasizes planning and infrastructure 
support for the development of complete 
communities, not just for isolated infill 
projects. The objective is the achievement 
of areas that are well planned with good 
housing choices, transit options, and 
walkable amenities and services to address 
the day-to-day needs of both current
and future residents.

    

During this fiscal year, ABAG, working 
collaboratively with local governments, 
our partner regional agencies, congestion 
management agencies, and key 
stakeholders, will amplify the FOCUS 
program to assist local jurisdictions with 
successful planning and implementation 
of PDAs as complete communities. This 
will be achieved by moving Planned 
PDAs (areas that have a neighborhood-
level plan) closer to implementation, and 
advancing more potential PDAs (areas that 
do not have a neighborhood-level plan) to 
Planned status. ABAG’s Planning Program 
will identify integrated planning and policy 
measures that are necessary for the PDAs 
to accommodate most of the Bay Area’s 
future growth in a manner that provides 
for a high quality of life, a sound economic 
future, and incorporates state and regional 
Climate Change goals for an even better 
Bay Area.  

Priority Conservation Areas are areas 
of regional significance that have broad 
community support and an urgent need 
for protection.  A total of 98 PCAs were 
adopted by the ABAG Executive Board 
in 2008. Despite severe local fiscal and 
economic challenges, ABAG has worked 
with local governments to enact policies 
to preserve several of these PCAs.  During 
this fiscal year ABAG will continue to work 
with the State Coastal Conservancy and 
other land conservation entities, including 
private foundations, to secure new funding 
and direct existing funding to preserve the 
region’s Priority Conservation Areas.

6
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FOCUS provides a strong foundation upon 
which to build the Bay Area’s

SB 375 plans and policies.



Building an Even Better Bay Area

Regional Planning Committee
The Regional Planning Committee (RPC) 
is one of ABAG’s key standing committees 
and includes representation from local 
governments, as well as public agency and 
non-profit organizations.  Organizations 
represented on the RPC include those 
with an emphasis on affordable housing, 
education, environmental protection, the 
home building industry, and smart growth.  
The RPC hears issues of regional concern, 
covering a range of planning issues, and 
makes policy recommendations to the 
ABAG Executive Board on these issues. The 
RPC has an important role to play given 
ABAG’s expanding role in coordinating 
planning initiatives in the Bay Area.

In 2009, the RPC advanced a significant 
effort pertaining to Regional Recovery 
Planning.  Recovery Planning pertains 
to the period from six months to several 
years after a major disaster.  The RPC has 
been developing expertise from a policy 
perspective regarding important issues 
that will need to be addressed following a 
major event in preparation for the RPC’s 
role as the Regional Recovery Planning 
body for the Bay Area. Given the prediction 
that the Hayward Fault will experience 
a major seismic event in the relative 
near term, the RPC’s work on recovery 
planning is critically important and will 
be further advanced through an expanded 
partnership with local governments, utility 
districts, economic development interests, 
and federal and state agencies in this fiscal 
year. 

As SB 375 is developed, the RPC will 
consider key policy issues relative to the

development of the Bay Area’s Sustainable 
Communities Strategy.

Clearinghouse
ABAG provides information to public and 
private agencies and the public related to 
public capital improvement projects and 
their potential environmental impacts.  In 
2006, ABAG streamlined the operation 
of the clearinghouse providing improved 
access to and distribution of public review 
documents.

Regional Airport Planning 
Commission
The Regional Airport Planning 
Commission (RAPC) is a joint committee 
of ABAG, the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission, and the Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission.  It oversees 
preparation of the Regional Airport 
Systems Analysis, which then becomes 
part of the Regional Transportation Plan.  
RAPC also provides a forum for discussion 
of land use, non-air transportation, and 
environmental issues related to airports.  

Intergovernmental Coordination 
In Fiscal Year 2010-2011, coordination 
between the ABAG Planning Program 
and our regional agency partners, as 
well as local governments, will reach 
unprecedented levels.  As work advances 
on the SB 375 Sustainable Communities 
Strategy, local-regional collaboration and 
an unprecedented level of engagement will 
be critically important to ensure that the 
region’s local governments, congestion 
management agencies, and policymakers 
develop a sense of ownership of the Bay 
Area’s Sustainable Communities Strategy.  

ABAG Planning Programs

Planning Programs cont. from page 4
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In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

ABAG will work with the state government, 
our regional agency partners, and the non-
profit community to identify and provide 
for an expanding range of incentives for 
development in priority areas. Incentives 
will be provided on a competitive basis 
to jurisdictions that seek to advance and 
prioritize development in areas that are 
served by public transit, and that provide 
proximity to employment centers. 

ABAG will work cooperatively with state 
resource agencies, local governments, and 
regional open space entities to advance 
the protection of the region’s priority 
conservation areas.

ABAG will work with its regional partners 
and community stakeholders in defining 
a work program that will both meet the 
requirements of SB 375 and identify the 
region’s opportunities for sustainable 
development, mobility, and economic 
growth. ABAG will assist in advocating for 
policies and legislative actions that will 
advance the agenda of a sustainable and 
resilient Bay Area.

Specifically, ABAG will advance FOCUS as 
follows:

	 ●	 Manage Station Area Planning efforts in
		  more than 20 PDAs.

	 ●	 Provide Technical Assistance to PDAs.

	 ● 	Identify model infrastructure projects
		  in PDAs for Transportation for Livable 
		  Communities (TLC) program funding.

	 ● 	Engage with local communities on key
		  issues pertaining to the PDAs as
		  complete communities (e.g. transit
		  service, schools, urban parks, services,
		  equity issues, public health).

	 ● 	Identify potential VMT reduction
		  strategies for the PDAs and related
		  transportation corridors.

	 ●	 Establish a tracking system and
		  coordinate funding efforts pertaining to
		  the PCAs.

Regional Planning Committee

The RPC will address and make policy 
recommendations to the Executive Board 
on important regional planning issues 
including considerations relative to 
implementation of FOCUS, development of 
SB 375 policy, and issues related to its role 
as the Regional Recovery Planning body for 
the Bay Area.

Clearinghouse

ABAG will continue its clearinghouse 
functions, including tracking of public 
projects to allow review and discussion of 
regionally significant projects.

Regional Airport Planning 
Commission

ABAG will staff and provide leadership to 
advance RAPC’s work program.

Intergovernmental Coordination

ABAG planning staff will expand upon 
previous efforts to advance the agency’s 
leadership role in coordinating regional 
planning initiatives in the Bay Area.

ABAG Planning Programs
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Building an Even Better Bay Area

Hazardous Waste Allocation /
Bay area green business program
Since 1989, the Hazardous Waste 
Management Facility Allocation Committee 
(http://www.abag.ca.gov/hazwaste/) has 
directed the development of innovative 
programs that help to build a better Bay 
Area by protecting the environment and 
public health.  Working in partnership 
with regional and state agencies, the 
Committee established and oversees the 
implementation of a “fair-share” allocation 
process for hazardous waste management 
facilities; initiated and coordinates the 
Bay Area Green Business Program; and 
identifies new opportunities to reduce the 
amount and ensure proper management of 
hazardous wastes. 

ABAG staff analyzes the wastes 
generated in the region, and develops 
waste-reduction recommendations for 
Committee review.  Current initiatives 
include support for Extended Producer 
Responsibility, which would shift the 
responsibility for safe management 
of spent batteries, fluorescent lights, 
pharmaceuticals, computers, and similar 
products away from local governments and 

back to manufacturers.  The Committee 
also promotes implementation of 
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 
programs as a source reduction tool. 

To motivate and reward environmentally-
responsible business practices, in 1996 
the Committee launched the Bay Area 
Green Business Program (www.greenbiz.
ca.gov). This award-winning Program 
offers technical 
assistance and 
recognizes small 
businesses that 
comply with 
environmental 
laws and 
implement 
dozens of 
additional 
measures 
to prevent 
pollution, conserve resources, and reduce 
waste and greenhouse gas emissions.  More 
than 2,000 Green Businesses and Public 
Agencies have been recognized for their 
efforts to build a better Bay Area.

9
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In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

•	 Analyze and report on 2008-2009 Hazardous Waste data.

•	 Monitor and advise the Legislative and Governmental Organizations Committee on
	 legislative and other efforts to implement Extended Producer Responsibility.

•	 Develop and distribute tools and resources to speed implementation of 		
	 Environmentally Preferable Purchasing programs.

•	 Increase the number of certified green businesses in the Bay Area to 2,500.

•	 Complete development of a web-based measurement system to streamline the
	 process and track the environmental benefits of Green Business participation.

•	 Convert Green Business listings to a searchable database that will make it easier for
	 Bay Area residents and businesses to find certified Green Businesses.

For further information,
contact Ceil Scandone at 510-464-7961

or e-mail CeilS@abag.ca.gov.

10
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Building an Even Better Bay Area

San Francisco Bay Trail

In 2009 a public television documentary 
called Saving the Bay aired on KQED 
raising awareness of past and continued 
efforts to protect San Francisco Bay. The 
program tells the story of the body of water 
that defines our region and highlights its 
importance as an essential natural resource 
and a key part of our quality of life in the 
Bay Area. The Bay Trail forms the path of 
discovery for the Bay shoreline, bringing 
people from throughout the region to the 
edge of the Bay. As gaps in the Bay Trail 
are completed, increased opportunities 
for recreation, exploration and education 
make the Bay Area an even better place 
than it is today.

The San Francisco Bay Trail is a continuous 
500-mile shoreline path along the edge 
of San Francisco Bay that will form a trail 
system crossing seven toll bridges and 
connecting nine counties, 47 shoreline 
cities and over 130 local, regional and 
state parks.  The Association of Bay Area 
Governments administers the Bay Trail 
Project that plans, promotes and advocates 
for implementation.  Project staff provides 
regional oversight and coordination, 
technical assistance, education and 
outreach, and seeks funding for planning, 
design, construction and maintenance.

Regional collaboration has resulted in the 
completion of nearly 300 of the planned 
500 miles of recreational and alternative 
commute routes around the Bay. All cities 
and counties the trail passes through 
support this monumental endeavor and 
park and open space districts, transit 
agencies, advocacy organizations and 
public works departments have joined 
forces to complete this spectacular vision of 
a “ring around the bay.”

The Bay Trail Project celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in 2009 and accomplished 
several major tasks in 2009: an increased 
annual grant award of $250,000 
was approved by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission and $60,000 
from ABAG for administration of the 
project; an $80,000 grant award from the 
Goldman Fund was secured in partnership 
with the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council to 
move forward with completing a shared 
alignment along the Carquinez Strait; 
planning and construction funds from 
statewide park bonds continue to be 
allocated to local jurisdictions through a 
partnership grant program with the State 
Coastal Conservancy. 
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Ribbon Cutting Installation of bicycle/pedestrian bridge—final gap in South San Francisco’s eight 
miles of Bay Trail.  (L-R: Laura Thompson, Bay Trail Project Manager, ABAG; Doug Button, Presi-
dent, South San Francisco Scavengers; Mark Addiego, Vice Mayor, South San Francisco; Karyl 
Matsumoto, Mayor, South San Francisco; Dan Sherman, Chair, South San Francisco Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Committee; Jon Bergschneider, HCP, Inc.; Rich Garbarino, Council Member, South 
San Francisco; Sean Garrone, Chair, South San Francisco Parks and Recreation Commission; 
Pedro Gonzalez, Council Member, South San Francisco).
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For further information,
contact Laura Thompson at 510-464-7935

or e-mail Laurat@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 In partnership with the Coastal Conservancy, solicit, review and award
		  grants to local jurisdictions for planning, design and construction of Bay
		  Trail segments under the $6 million grant program provided through
		  Proposition 84

	 •	 Administer awarded Bay Trail planning, design and construction grant
		  contracts

	 •	 Continue to update and use the Gap Analysis Study data to identify and
		  initiate new spending opportunities and new Bay Trail grants 

	 •	 Pursue short and long-term funding strategies for project administration,
		  trail development and maintenance

	 •	 Finalize opportunities for new Bay Trail segments through continued
		  participation in the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Planning Process

	 •	 Work with the San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority to identify funding
		  opportunities for future wetland restoration and public access projects

	 •	 Continue to work with ABAG’s FOCUS program and the Metropolitan
		  Transportation Commission’s Regional Transportation Plan to highlight
		  trails as components of a sustainable region and a regional transportation
		  system

	 •	 Advocate for bicycle and pedestrian access to and across Bay Area toll
		  bridges, including the west span of the Bay Bridge and the Richmond-San
		  Rafael Bridge as well as safe and seamless connections to the Carquinez,
		  Benicia-Martinez and East Span Bay bridges

	 •	 Install Bay Trail signs along all complete sections of the Bay Trail 

	 •	 Update the Bay Trail website to create a valuable resource for regional
		  partners and the public about progress of the Bay Trail

	 •	 Publish the Bay Trail Rider newsletter; meet regularly with elected officials,
		  agency and local government staff and media contacts; and plan and host
		  trail dedications and other public events.

San Francisco Bay Trail



Building an Even Better Bay Area 13

San Francisco estuary partnership

2009 Accomplishments

The San Francisco Estuary Partnership 
and its partners completed many projects 
and activities in 2009 that support the 
Project’s mandate to protect, enhance, 
and restore the San Francisco Bay-Delta 
Estuary through implementation of actions 
in the Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan (CCMP).  Paramount 
among this year’s effort, the Partnership 
organized and managed the highly 
successful 9th biennial State of the 
Estuary Conference which was held in 
October 2009, and the December 2009 
Public Workshop on the status of the 
new state water legislation.  Continuing 
in our efforts to keep the CCMP current, 
the Project developed the first SFEP 
Strategic Plan which was endorsed by the 
Implementation Committee in November 
2009 as the statement for current SFEP 
priorities. 

The Partnership staff, agency and NGO 
partners, consultants, and contractors 
work on over 60 projects in a wide arena 
of program areas, all directed at improving 
the health of the estuary.  Public outreach 
efforts continue to expand with a major 
revision of the website, several 
on-the-ground tours to highlight good

water quality management techniques, 
conducting workshops, producing new fact 
sheets, and the continuing production of 
our well regarded Estuary newsletter. 

SFEP’s current budget is $16,328,208 with 
much of this funding going out to partner 
entities to accomplish the work called for 
in the CCMP. 

Continuing projects include: 

	 •	 The project focused on developing
		  methods to reduce methyl mercury
		  and low dissolved oxygen in Suisun
		  Marsh;

	 •	 Working with the Regional Water
		  Quality Control Boards (RWQCB-San
		  Francisco Bay and North Coast) and
		  other partners, to complete a stream
		  and wetland protection policy for the
		  two regions;

	 •	 With partners, work designed
		  to prevent the introduction and
		  spread of invasive species to the
		  Estuary through a signage program
		  at wetland sites describing the need
		  for spartina eradication, and through
		  the implementation of a statewide
		  Management Plan for Aquatic
		  Nuisance Species;

	 •	 Technical support services to the
		  Santa Clara Valley Water District,
		  Alameda County Flood Control
		  Program, Caltrans, and the San
		  Francisco Public Utilities Commission;

	 •	 Technical and communication
		  assistance to the RWQCB
		  including administration of projects
		  for implementation of Total Maximum
		  Daily Loads [limiting pollutants into
		  waterways of the state], and oversight
		  of environmental projects mandated
		  as part of the RWQCB’s
		  Administrative Civil Liability fines;

	 •	 Outreach/education through the
		  Boater Education Program,
		  publication of Estuary newsletter; and
		  organizing erosion control workshops.

Judy Kelly, SFEP Director, and
U.S. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson at the

2009 State of the Estuary Conference
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San Francisco estuary partnership

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

In keeping with this year’s ABAG Budget Theme of Building an Even Better Bay 
Area, SFEP and partners will continue to focus efforts on projects that help to 
restore and protect our natural resources.  In addition to the on-going projects that 
will continue through the next year, SFEP will be: 

	 •	 Managing a $5 million regional trash capture project with partners from
		  around the region;

	 •	 Working with partners, implementing seven new projects related to water
		  quality improvements in the North Bay; developing new low impact
		  development concepts to clean urban stormwater; and implementing
		  restoration projects in San Francisco and the shoreline and bed of the bay; 

	 •	 Working with partners, developing the application of the State’s Watershed
		  Assessment Framework as a tool for integrating and communicating
		  watershed health indicators for the San Francisco Estuary;

	 •	 Developing the background and assessments for a new evaluation of the
		  environmental state of the bay and estuary which will result in a major new
		  report planned for late 2010; 

	 •	 Working with BCDC, the California Coastal Conservancy, and NOAA on the
		  San Francisco Bay Subtidal Habitat Goals Project, a collaborative
		  interagency effort to establish a comprehensive and long-term management
		  vision for protection, restoration, and appropriate use of San Francisco Bay
		  Subtidal habitats;

	 •	 Assisting the CALFED Bay Delta Program with organizing the 3-day 6th

		  biennial Science Conference in September with over 1200 attendees
		  (expected) and managing subcontracts for science experts working on Bay
		  Delta issues; and

	 •	 Working with the Urban Pesticide Committee and EcoWise to reduce
		  pesticide use in urban creeks and promote Integrated Pest Management
		  practices.

For further information,
contact Judy Kelly at 510-622-8137

or e-mail jakelly@waterboards.ca.gov.

See our website for more details at www.sfestuary.org 
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earthquake and hazard mitigation
and recovery
Natural disasters come from many 
sources in the Bay Area and include various 
earthquake related hazards such as ground 
shaking, liquefaction, landsliding, fault 
surface rupture, and tsunamis. The Bay 
Area is also subject to various weather-
related hazards including wildfires, floods, 
landslides, drought, and climate change.

Disaster planning encompasses hazard 
mitigation, disaster response, and disaster 
recovery. ABAG focuses on mitigation and 
recovery planning.

ABAG’s Hazard Mitigation initiatives 
have focused on four efforts during the 
2009-2010 fiscal year:

	 •	Encouraging quality seismic retrofits of
		  single-family homes through promoting
		  use of the “Standard Plan Set A”
		  developed by a number of professional
		  organizations and ABAG and seeking
		  opportunities for homeowner incentives;

	 •	Finalizing the assessment of soft
		  story multifamily residential buildings
		  in Oakland and expanding the
		  assessment to the City of Sebastopol,
		  developing innovative approaches
		  for mitigation, and implementing these
		  mitigation strategies;

	 •	Assessing the issues related to water
		  system vulnerability, including pipelines

		  and the interaction with sewage systems
		  in a project funded, in part, by FEMA,
		  and using resources of the Sewer Smart
		  program at ABAG; and

	 •	Updating the multi-jurisdictional Local
		  Hazard Mitigation Plan for the San
		  Francisco Bay Area, including
		  collaborating with 114 cities, counties,
		  and special districts to ensure that the
		  revised plan incorporates the findings of
		  the disaster recovery initiatives and
		  makes stronger connections between
		  hazards, vulnerabilities, and mitigation
		  strategies to address them.

ABAG’s Disaster Recovery initiative 
has focused on two efforts during the 
2009-2010 fiscal year:

	 •	Continuing discussion and training
		  of the Regional Planning Committee
		  on issues related to disaster recovery
		  and investigating the best mechanism to
		  ensure that RPC has an active role in
		  disaster recovery after future Bay Area
		  disasters.

	 •	Developing of a model disaster recovery
		  plan, using the City of Oakland as a
		  pilot project funded, in part, by the City
		  of Oakland.
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earthquake and hazard mitigation
and recovery

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Continue ongoing project efforts related to developing innovative
		  approaches to hazard mitigation and updating the multi-jurisdictional Local
		  Hazard Mitigation Plan.

	 •	 Seek to continue to assess the vulnerability of soft-story multi-family
		  residential buildings in the Bay Area, and continue to develop innovative
		  approaches for mitigation, and implement these mitigation strategies.

	 •	 Begin the second phase of developing Oakland’s model Disaster Recovery
		  Plan and begin developing a model Disaster Recovery Plan for the City of
		  San Jose, funded in part, by both cities.

	 •	 Developing a regional recovery plan focusing on developing a post-disaster
		  governance structure and a pre-disaster decision making framework to
		  ensure a speedy recovery of the region after a major disaster.

	 •	 Improve the effectiveness of the popular earthquake and hazards website 
		  by updating the design and format, revising its hazard map explanations,
		  and improving risk communication techniques, funded by U.S. Geological
		  Survey.

For further information,
contact Jeanne Perkins at 510-464-7934 

or e-mail JeanneP@abag.ca.gov.
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abag power

ABAG Publicly Owned Energy Resources 
(ABAG POWER) is a joint powers agency 
(JPA) formed by ABAG to acquire energy 
on behalf of local governments, as well 
as provide energy management and 
telecommunication services.  ABAG 
POWER currently offers natural gas 
aggregation to 38 local governments and 
special districts in the Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) service territory.  ABAG 
POWER provides a public sector approach 
to pooled purchasing, and each public 
agency is guaranteed a voice in program 
operations and decisions through its 
representative to the ABAG POWER Board 
of Directors and Executive Committee.  
ABAG and ABAG POWER are also working 
to expand their energy conservation and 
management services to local jurisdictions 
through the implementation of energy 
efficiency and renewable energy programs.  
In order to expand its programs, ABAG is 
pursuing various federal, state and local 
funding opportunities.

Gas Aggregation Program
The natural gas purchasing pool has now 
completed its thirteenth year of operation.  
ABAG POWER purchases natural gas on 
behalf of members and arranges for it 
to be delivered to the PG&E system for 
distribution.  The goal of ABAG POWER’s 
Natural Gas Program is to provide both 
cost savings and price stability.  These 
goals differ from that of PG&E which is 
incentivized to provide low cost gas on a 
near term (monthly) basis.  ABAG POWER 
stabilizes its gas prices by layering in longer 
term gas purchases, with the alternate 
objective of diversifying its gas purchase 
portfolio.  The Program uses a continuous 
three-year ahead planning cycle to design 

its purchasing strategy.  Although market 
rates for gas have moved up somewhat in 
recent months, prices remain significantly 
lower than the highs seen during the 
summer of 2008.  One main reason for the 
retreat in prices is the overall down-turn in 
the economy.  Prices are now expected to 
edge slowly higher in the near future.  

Price volatility remains a significant 
risk.  There are many factors that 
can cause significant price volatility, 
including: abnormal weather patterns, 
increased demand from gas powered 
electric generators, restrictions in gas 
transportation capacity and/or imports, 
the price of oil, regulatory actions, and 
political instability.  In addition, an 
increased focus on environmental issues 
may cause regulatory actions that produce 
increased costs for using petroleum 
products, including natural gas.

Other ABAG Energy Initiatives
ABAG Energy Watch.  In 2009 ABAG 
completed the successful implementation 
of the ABAG Energy Watch program.  
The partnership program with PG&E 
was designed to assist local governments 
achieve energy and cost savings by 
improving energy efficiency in public 
facilities, and assist in creating community-
wide energy savings through energy 
policies and programs.  At its conclusion, 
the program had assisted over 60 cities, 
counties, and special districts in the ABAG 
region, and completed over 300 individual 
energy efficiency projects.  These projects 
resulted in an estimated annual savings 
of approximately 25,400,000 kWh, and a 
reduction in greenhouse gases of 8,830 
metric tons (CO

2
e) per year.

POWER cont. on page 18

ABAG POWER Meeting - 2009
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abag power

Green Communities.  In 2010, ABAG 
expects to provide assistance under the 
new “Green Communities” program being 
developed by PG&E.  This program will 
assist local governments to implement 
their Climate Action efforts.

ARRA Funding Applications.  ABAG 
has taken the lead in coordinating with 
interested local governments in its 
service territory to propose a Regional 
Residential Building Retrofit Program.  As 
lead applicant and fiscal sponsor, ABAG 
in partnership with participating local 
governments seeks to achieve the following 
objectives:

	 •	 Collaborate on program design and
		  implementation;

	 •	 Reduce program design and
		  implementation costs for each
		  participating County-wide program
		  through shared activity;

	 •	 Reduce confusion among contractors
		  and homeowners with more program
		  uniformity; and

	 •	 Leverage early adopter programs, e.g.
		  Sonoma and Alameda Counties.

In addition, ABAG is coordinating 
with three other regions in the state 
(Sacramento, LA County and San Diego) 
to implement a building retrofit program 
using Department of Energy Retrofit 
Ramp-Up funds.

Energy Financing District.  ABAG 
continues to assess how best to implement 
a regional energy financing district (PACE/
AB 811).  At the present time, these 
programs are not able to provide financing 
to scale at interest rates below 6% without 
government subsidies.  An effort is now 
being made at the federal level to support 
AB 811 bonds as a means to making 
progress on climate action goals.

In the mean time, ABAG is seeking to 
develop customer friendly pathways to 
coordinate and 
synergize energy 
efficiency retrofits, 
renewable energy 
installations, 
incentives, 
and financing 
mechanisms.

For further information,
contact Jerry Lahr at 510-464-7908 or 

e-mail JerryL@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Continue to provide cost effective natural gas aggregation and delivery services
		  for local governmental agencies.  This will include active solicitations among 

natural gas marketers, and the addition of new gas suppliers, as necessary, 
to continue receiving the most competitive pricing.  The program will pursue 
longer-term fixed price gas products in order to stabilize program costs.

	 •	 The Program will look for additional ways of improving the customer service 
aspects of the program, in particular with respect to billing and analysis 
functions.  ABAG POWER Board is currently implementing a pilot project that 
will test the program’s ability to provide additional energy data analysis services.

	 •	 Although ABAG POWER primarily supplies natural gas to smaller “core” 
customers, it also implements a “noncore” program to supply larger facilities.  
Qualified, noncore customers can take advantage of lower gas transportation 
rates that are not available to PG&E customers.  ABAG POWER currently 
supplies gas to three noncore facilities (City of Santa Rosa, City of Watsonville, 
County of San Mateo).  We will continue to encourage additional participants in 
both the core and noncore programs.

POWER cont. from page 17
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ABAG PLAN corporation

ABAG PLAN continues to work with its 
members to create and sustain risk
management and insurance services. In 
1985 when there was a lack of affordable 
insurance for local government, we turned 
a crisis situation into a success story by 
providing more flexible, affordable,
and efficient coverage to sustain activities
considered too risky by the insurance 
industry.  We have also expanded into new 
services, such as skate and swim parks, 
which member local governments didn’t
have before.

Today, ABAG PLAN Corporation provides 
property, liability, and crime coverage to 
31 cities and towns in the Bay Area.  For 
almost a quarter century ABAG PLAN has 
grown to exceed $50 million in assets, 
return over $20 million in dividends, 
and save its members over $70 million in 
premiums. In addition, the SHARP pool 
provides affordable Workers Compensation 
coverage to member cities by pooling losses 
up to $250,000 and purchasing pooled 
coverage and reinsurance for larger losses.

ABAG PLAN’s success has enabled 
members to improve their organizations 
and communities by providing grants 
for better risk management programs, 
including sidewalks, playgrounds, parks, 
and police operations. As the fiscal realities 
of today become even more apparent and 
risks continue to increase, budgets are 
stretched more than ever.  In ABAG PLAN, 
members have at their disposal an
excellent resource to assist them in 
maintaining and improving the health 
and safety of their citizens and employees. 
ABAG and its members are working 
together to share 
resources and 
best practices that 
will continue to 
help our members 
weather the 
changes ahead 
and build an even 
better Bay Area.

City of Morgan Hill Aquatic Center
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For further information,
contact Darrell Dearborn at 510-464-7969 

or e-mail DarrellD@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

Liability Program

	•	 Maintain stable loss funding rate.

	•	 Fully implement ITC policy and reserves for pre 7-1-08 claims.

	•	 Complete conversion to new claims management software.

Property Program

	•	 Provide stable premium and extend coverage with the existing $5,000 SIR.

	•	 Conduct property appraisals and boiler inspections for key facilities.

	•	 Expand our subrogation investigation to ensure full collection of property damage
		 losses from responsible parties, saving members tens of thousands of dollars.

•	 Expand our ongoing claim file reviews with each member.

Risk Management Programs

	•	 Expand training through on-line course opportunities.

	•	 Continue award-winning Sewer Smart Summit program.

	•	 Provide incentive grants for implementing best practices.

	•	 Increase focus on managing cities’ ADA risks.

ABAG PLAN corporation

Sewer Smart Summit - 2009
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As we completed the Projections forecast 
in early 2009, we began transitioning to 
work on the SB 375 process, specifically 
on the Sustainable Communities Strategy 
(SCS).  The SCS will replace the Projections 
forecast as an input into the Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP); nevertheless, 
the SCS remains a forecast
of land use, though a more extensive 
one. The SCS is intended to have greater 
interaction with the transportation 
scenarios that are considered in the RTP. 
Additional engagement will be required, 
done much earlier in the process than
historically undertaken in past outreach 
efforts.

ABAG and MTC staff have already begun 
to work jointly on policy, outreach, and 
technical issues.  The discussions with local
governments about SB 375 and the 

Sustainable Communities Strategy has 
much in common with the Projections 
2009 process. We intend to continue those 
discussions in various ways throughout 
2010 and 2011. Working with our regional 
partner agencies, we will need to involve
local jurisdictions, county congestion 
management agencies, nongovernmental
organizations, and the general public in 
discussing the means and methods that the 
region will accommodate future growth. 
While state legislation appropriately 
focuses on greenhouse gas reduction, the 
SCS will promote a broader set of goals and 
objectives that our members would like to 
see as outcomes in this process.   

We need to think about how to best 
accommodate one and a half to two million 
more people who will be living in the Bay 
Area over the next thirty years in a way that 

21

research, data and analysis

Research cont. on page 22

ABAG Research Director Paul Fassinger speaks to the audience at the 2009 Projections Forecast 
Conference
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research, data and analysis

can maintain – and even improve – the 
quality of life in this region. The discussion 
generated by Projections 2009 covered a 
number of broad policy issues that we will 
continue to explore. These issues include: 
the need to match resources, particularly 
infrastructure resources to areas expected 
to see growth; consideration of jobs- 
housing balance; equity in responding to
regional growth; and the impact of land use
patterns on a variety of local and regional
issues like water use, school enrollment, 
and crime.

SB 375 will substantially improve our 
forecasting work.  During 2010, ABAG 
and MTC will be working with the 
California Air Resources Board on setting a 
greenhouse gas target for our region.  The 
factors considered and the methodologies
used will be important to encourage
greenhouse gas reductions in our region.  
The implementation of SB 375 will also 
require new levels of cooperation between 
ABAG and MTC staff at a technical level. 
Models will be key tools in developing 
and assessing alternative land use and 
transportation strategies. Both agencies 
will be upgrading their computer models. 
We will be ensuring that those models 
interface and staff are able to work

together to produce the information 
needed by decision makers and the public 
during the development of the SCS. These 
alternative strategies will be developed 
in cooperation with the other regional 
agencies and our local partners to ensure 
that they are meaningful. 

ABAG’s staff has worked closely with 
MTC staff to evaluate the impacts land 
use and transportation on not only the 
carbon emission target, but on several 
other performance targets as well. For the 
SCS process we will be working with the 
other regional agencies, CMAs, and local 
governments at each stage of the process.

While we expect this to be a major effort 
in the next few years.  We believe that it 
can provide better planning in our region 
through increased coordination and a 
clearer focus on specific goals.

The SCS is designed to increase the 
coordination of new housing and 
infrastructure in our region. Our annual 
housing report and survey is expected
to focus on housing, and particularly 
affordable housing as components
in the SCS process. 

For further information,
contact Paul Fassinger at 510-464-7928 or 

e-mail PaulF@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Work with our partners to develop Regional Targets for the Sustainable
		  Communities Strategy (SCS).

	 •	 Develop and test a new regional land use model, PECAS, that will allow us to
		  make coordinated land use and transportation forecasts with MTC.

	 •	 Work with our partners to produce scenarios for the SCS.

	 •	 Produce the Annual Housing Report and coordinate it with our SCS work.

	 •	 Develop and present the Bay Area’s 22nd annual Short Term Economic 
Forecast.

Research cont. from page 21
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ABAG Financial services

ABAG Financial Services Programs provide 
convenient, cost saving, and secure 
means to meet the capital financing needs 
of public agencies and their nonprofit 
partners serving the public interest.   To 
date, the Agency has provided more 
than $7 billion in low cost investment 
capital for projects in more than 200 
local jurisdictions.  The Agency helps its 
members to provide for construction of 

new hospitals and medical clinics, transit 
systems, affordable housing, schools, 
museums, water and wastewater systems, 
and other member-owned infrastructure.  
The Agency takes special focus on assisting 
in the construction and preservation of 
affordable housing, providing financing 
to date for more than 10,000 units in 
nearly one-hundred affordable apartment 
communities.  

For further information,
contact Clarke Howatt at 510-464-7932 or 

e-mail ClarkeH@abag.ca.gov.

Facilities at Lucile Salter Packard Children’s Hospital in Palo Alto.
Financed with Bonds issued by the ABAG Finance Authority

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

The agency will continue to offer:

	 •	 Economical funding for developers of affordable multi-family housing,
		  independent schools, hospitals, clinics, and  other voluntary healthcare
		  providers through the various programs of the ABAG Finance Authority;

	 •	 Tax-Exempt Lease financing through ABAG Credit Pooling and ABAG Leasing,
		  programs providing the lowest available cost source for funding for both major
		  lease secured projects and smaller capital equipment needs; and

	 •	 Continue to offer comprehensive services to meet the land-secured and
		  economic development financing needs of member agencies.

The Agency will also continue to offer its industry leading tax-allocation bond product 
benefiting the Redevelopment Agencies of its membership, and its credit-enhanced, 
pooled financing vehicle for Water and Wastewater Districts.  Both of these financing 
pools provide easy access and low cost funding for the smaller borrowing needs of 
special districts in the Agency’s member jurisdictions.
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ABAG Training Center

The ABAG Training Center has been an 
ABAG service program since 1979, created 
to provide economical alternatives for 
local government employees to obtain 
professional development training. Early 
course offerings were in the fields of 
management, environmental planning,
housing, and computer technology and 
were held in classrooms at our facility 
and elsewhere.  Through the years, 
the training needs of our members 
and clients have changed. Today, 
our courses focus on safety training 
required by the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA) and the 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
These courses reach students in the Bay
Area and around the world through our 
web-based identity, www.hazmatschool.
com.

Increasing our client base provides a 
means to support the continued training 
of our members’ employees at a reduced 
price, and hazmatschool.com has been very 
successful at achieving this goal. More than 
7,000 students receive training through 
hazmatschool.com each year.

ABAG’s early entry into this field has 
allowed us to develop a strong catalog 
of courses, a good reputation, and 
capable student management and course 
enrollment and delivery systems. We have
forged a partnership with Safety 
Compliance Management Inc. (SCM) of 
San Ramon, which continues to work 
well. SCM provides expert course content 
and Remote InstructorsT who are easily 
accessible to online students.

Throughout Fiscal Year 2009-10 we have
continued the practice of refreshing course
material to keep it up to date and 
performing small technical changes to 
make the training experience easier for 
users as well as their supervisors and 
corporate training coordinators. We 
renewed our affiliation with the U.S. 
General Services Administration (GSA), 
aiding our  marketing to Federal Agencies 
and Departments.  Although we captured 
less new business this year than in previous 
years, we retained a number of large state 
and corporate clients.  This provides a 
strong foundation on which to grow again 
as economic conditions improve.

For further information,
contact Brian Kirking at 510-464-7996 or 

e-mail BrianK@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Add new courses and industry specific versions of existing courses in order to be
		  ready when companies begin hiring new employees.

	 •	 Ensure the technical infrastructure is in place to accommodate future growth.

	 •	 Strive as we grow to maintain personalized service and a worthwhile training
		  experience for our members and clients.
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ABAG Web services

ABAG’s website, www.abag.ca.gov, dates 
back to 1994. It was the first website for a 
Council of Governments and the second 
for a California public agency. In addition 
to expanding the reach of ABAG programs, 
our early move to the web provided an 
opportunity to support our members and 
other public agencies as they made similar 
moves. Beginning in 1995 and continuing 
today, ABAG offers web hosting and 
custom development at a competitive cost 

to our members and other public agencies. 
Our hosted clients, currently numbering 
fourteen, avoid the need for on-site web
servers and much of the related 
infrastructure.  Clients utilize reliable, 
efficient virtual servers at our facility. We 
assist agencies with both the technical and 
the design aspects of web development, 
including Web 2.0 technologies such as 
blogs and RSS feeds.

For further information,
contact Stephen Attaway at 510-464-7924 

or e-mail StephenA@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Continue to offer web services that provide a stable and cost-effective option to
		  agencies expanding or simply reassessing their web strategy.

	 •	 Increase our focus on ABAG programs and affiliated projects. More than ever, the
		  Internet plays a key role in exchanging information and coordinating project
		  activities. ABAG’s leadership will be maintained by inproving usability and
		  adding collaboration features to facilitate increased interaction among staff, 
		  elected officials, citizens, and other stakeholders.
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Fiscal Management services

For a number of years, ABAG has offered fiscal management services to Bay Area public 
purpose entities.  These services include accounting, financial reports, cash management, 
investments, debt issuance, and other related financial support services.  The following is 
a summary of significant entities currently receiving fiscal management services:

		  Assets	 Year
		  ($ millions)	 Services
Agency	 Type of Business	 6/30/09	 Started

ABAG PLAN Corporation	 General, property,	 $48.7	 1986
	 public officials
	 liability insurance

ABAG Comp Shared Risk	 Workers comp insurance	 $3.4	 1989
Pool

ABAG Finance Authority	 Conduit debt insurance for	 $3.5	 1990
for Nonprofit Corporations	 public entities

ABAG Publicly Owned	 natural gas aggregation pool	 $7.4	 1997
Energy Resources
	
San Francisco Bay Area	 Development of water transit	 $39.7	 2000
Water Emergency
Transit Authority

		

For further information,
contact Herbert Pike at 510-464-7902 or 

e-mail HerbertP@abag.ca.gov.

City Hall, City of Foster City
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legislative activities

ABAG’s Legislation and Governmental 
Organization Committee (L&GO), 
which is composed of elected officials 
from throughout the region, reviewed 
and considered a total of 30 state 
bills and two Federal bills during the 
past 2009 Legislative session.  2009 
legislative priorities included a concerted 
pursuit of resources and incentives for 
ABAG planning and energy efficiency 
community district financing to assist local 
governments and support related climate 
change land use-transportation solutions. 
An important part of ABAG’s legislative 
outreach centered on briefing legislators 
early in the bill process on these regional 
priorities and proposed solutions. Seven 
of the bills tracked by ABAG became law 
and four were vetoed. Unfortunately the 
critically needed funding and financing-
related bills, SB 406 and SB 279, were 
vetoed by the Governor after successfully 
passing through the legislature. 

Legislation considered in 2009 reflected 
the full range of Committee legislative 
priorities: addressing local planning, 
transit-oriented, infill and redevelopment 
issues; clarifying sustainable communities 

strategies and relationship to 
transportation and land use planning; 
securing regional blueprint funding as well 
as community development, planning and 
transportation fees; delineating integrated 
regional water management planning, 
water supply, and state watershed policies; 
and securing community facilities districts 
and energy efficiency and infrastructure 
financing. Special bills, also considered, 
included addressing illegal gun sales and 
improving the ammunition and firearm 
surrender process; solid waste impact of 
single-use carryout bags; hazard mitigation 
and seismic safety retrofit programs, 
climate change and renewable energy 
policies; and local government policies on 
city council replacement appointments and 
declaration of bankruptcy. 

ABAG legislative actions also included 
recommending model ordinances and 
resolutions for use by local governments 
to address the critical issue of youth gun 
violence.   Reflecting recommendations 
from ABAG’s Youth Gun Violence Task 
Force about keeping illegal handguns and 
ammunition out of the hands of young 
people, three model ordinances and 

27

Legislative cont. on page 28

L-R: Assemblymember Jerry Hill, Assemblymember Ira Ruskin and Assemblymember Tom 
Ammiano at the ABAG Legislative Reception, January 2009
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legislative activities

For further information, contact
Patricia Jones at 510-464-7933, e-mail PatJ@abag.ca.gov,

or Kathleen Cha at 510-464-7922, e-mail KathleenC@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Pursue state and federal legislation addressing focused integrated planning and
		  environmentally healthy communities.

	 •	 Work with legislators on developing a stable source of income for regional
		  planning agencies that includes innovative financing and resources and
		  incentives for planning, infrastructure, and services to assist local governments.

	 •	 Continue to closely monitor finance reform and the fiscal impacts of potential
		  unfunded mandates on local government.

two resolutions were distributed to our 
membership to adapt and adopt. The three 
model ordinances encompassed regulating 
firearms dealers and ammunition sellers, 
the reporting of lost or stolen firearms, and 
prohibiting the possession of large capacity 
ammunition magazines. Resolutions for 
encouraging law enforcement to send 
letters to prospective handgun purchasers 
and to obtain and use Department of 

Justice information about prohibited 
armed persons were also provided. 
In addition, a Pre-Tax Commuter 
Benefits model ordinance that would help 
employers offer a pre-tax benefits program 
to encourage employees to use public 
transit or van pools was disseminated. 
This model ordinance was based on the 
successful ordinance enacted in San 
Francisco. 

Legislative cont. from page 27

ABAG Past President 
and San Mateo

County Supervisor,
Rose Jacobs Gibson, 

(then President), 
with Senator Mark 

DeSaulnier at the ABAG
Legislative Reception, 

January 2009
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Raising the level of active participation by 
local governments and other stakeholders 
in ABAG planning initiatives and services 
was an integral part of regional efforts to 
build an even better Bay Area in 2009. 
The Communications Department focused 
its outreach strategies on keeping ABAG 
members informed and engaged. Timely 
communications were disseminated to 
include more extensive online news alerts 
with links to conference proceedings, best 
practice case studies, and presentation 
audio archives. Updates on ABAG 
initiatives and regional research were 
provided at symposia and workshops 
and through publications such as Service 
Matters, Risk Matters, and POWER 
Matters.

To further recognize the innovative 
leadership and achievements of local 
governments, ABAG presented the Third 
Annual 2009 “Growing Smarter Together” 
awards at ABAG’s 2009 Spring General 
Assembly—”SB 375 and Sustainable Land 
Use and Transportation Planning.”  The 
awardees included San Ramon for its 
Housing Rehabilitation Program, San 
Mateo County for the HEART-Housing 
Endowment and Regional Trust, Union 

City for implementation efforts within the 
City’s Intermodal Station District, and 
Alameda County Public Works Department 
for the Peralta Creek Restoration Project.  
The City of Berkeley received the first 
Urban Design award for the Oxford Plaza 
and David Brower Center project. These 
cities and counties were recognized for 
their achievements in planning and 
building transit-oriented development, 
revitalizing their communities, and 
promoting community partnerships while 
preserving and protecting the environment. 
The best practice efforts of these awardees 
were documented in a special DVD on view 
at www.abag.ca.gov/smarter.html.  This 
section of ABAG’s website also features 
video highlights of past recipients. 

The Fall General Assembly focused on 
“Planning and Development during 
Economic Downturns” and the role of 
public-private partnership in moving 
toward long term sustainable and equitable 
local and regional development.  This 
regional forum provided a platform for 
forging old and new partnerships with 
federal, state, and regional partners, 
including HUD, U.S. EPA, MTC, BAAQMD, 
BCDC, and more. 

Communications cont. on page 30

ABAG Spring 2009 General Assembly, Growing Smarter Together Award Winners in Public Private 
Partnership Award Category presented to San Mateo County. (L-R: Heart Executive Director Chris 
Mohr, ABAG Immediate Past President Rose Jacobs Gibson, San Mateo County Supervisor (then 
President), Carole Groom, and East Bay PG&E Public Affairs Manager Tom Guarino). 
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communications

For further information, contact
Patricia Jones at 510-464-7933, e-mail PatJ@abag.ca.gov,

or Kathleen Cha at 510-464-7922, e-mail KathleenC@abag.ca.gov.

In Fiscal Year 2010-2011

	 •	 Support implementation of a Speakers Bureau of local government officials and
		  staff to promote ABAG programs and services.

	 •	 Facilitate increased ABAG visibility through region-wide media outreach to
		  feature sustainable community strategies, noting the significance and impact of
		  steps taken by local governments and community members to reduce the region’s
		  carbon footprint and greenhouse gas emissions.

	 •	 Work in partnership with other regional agencies to develop and implement an
		  outreach and public engagement strategy for SB 375 implementation.

Visibility strategies included sustained 
media outreach to highlight findings 
and significance of the two General 
Assemblies, conferences on “Being 
Sewer Smart,” Eco-Purchasing, FOCUS 
forums, Estuary Partnership, and other 
significant projects. Press briefings and 
press interviews with policymakers, ABAG 
staff, and Executive Board members were 
coordinated to feature in-person analysis 
of regional issues and local government 
priorities. Media coverage included 
articles and TV and radio interviews on 
subjects such as:  short term economic 

trends, long term regional Projections 
and Priorities, and FOCUS initiatives 
and priority development and priority 
conservation areas.  Hazard mitigation 
and long-term disaster recovery planning, 
energy efficiency and solar financing, 
green business and eco-purchasing, and 
risk management issues like sewer back-
up and backflow prevention also received 
significant coverage. The Communications 
Department also facilitated widespread 
coverage of the many events and 
celebrations marking the Bay Trail’s 20th 
Anniversary in 2009.

Communications cont. from page 29

(Now) ABAG President and Mayor of Union City, Mark Green, speaks 
at the Spring 2009 General Assembly
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Budget Highlights, Member Dues,
                                        and Organization

Fiscal Year 2010 - 2011

For further information,
contact Herbert Pike
at 510-464-7902 or e-mail 
HerbertP@abag.ca.gov.
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Revenues by Program Group	
	
Regional Planning	 9,737,490
Training & Conferences	 895,000
Other Service Programs	 10,519,002
Intergovernmental Coordination	 1,135,000
Agency Management	 807,610

Total	 23,094,101

Expenditures by Program Group	
	
Regional Planning	 9,737,490
Training & Conferences	 895,000
Other Service Programs	 10,519,002
Intergovernmental Coordination	 1,135,000
Agency Management	 807,610

Total	 23,094,101

Intergovernmental Coordination 
5%

Agency Management
3%

Regional 
Planning

42%

Other Service
Programs

46% Training & Conferences
4%

Intergovernmental Coordination 
5%

Agency Management
3%

Regional 
Planning

42%

Other Service
Programs

46% Training & Conferences
4%

Fiscal Year 2010 - 2011
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Summary of Revenues by funding 
source and expenses by category

Revenues by Funding Source	
	
Federal	 10,485,903
State	 3,533,587
Other Contracts	 1,209,000
Service Programs	 6,173,002
Membership Dues	 1,692,610

Total	 23,094,101

Expenses by Category	
	
Salaries & Benefits	 11,513,019
Consultants & Passthrough	 9,464,083
Other	 2,116,999

Total	 23,094,101

Membership Dues
7%

Service Programs
27%

Other Contracts
5%

State
15%

Federal 
46%

Other
9%

Consultants & Passthrough
41%

Salaries & Benefits
50%

Fiscal Year 2010 - 2011
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ABAG Approved Operating Budget Revenues and Expenses

			   FY 09-10	 FY 10-11
	 FY 07-08	 FY 08-09	 Estimated	 Approved
	 Actual	 Actual	 (Dec 2009)	 (Dec 2009)
REVENUES					   
					   

Federal   	 2,526,780	 3,764,207	 15,845,058	 10,485,903 

State	 4,909,806	 4,847,700	 5,370,315	 3,533,587 

Other Contracts	 2,697,051	 2,795,006	 1,300,190	 1,209,000 

Service Programs	 5,754,653	 5,580,642	 5,905,600	 6,173,002 

Membership Dues	 1,528,146	 1,602,539	 1,670,843	 1,692,610 

Total Revenues	 17,416,435	 18,590,094	 30,092,006	 23,094,101 

					   
		
EXPENSES
				  

Salaries and benefits	 9,453,452	 10,510,691	 11,177,688	 11,513,019 

Consultant services	 4,693,162	 5,223,924	 13,607,463	 5,888,992 

Passthrough	 1,082,496	 946,335	 2,970,680	 3,575,091 

Equipment and supplies	 194,177	 218,485	 233,382	 240,000 

Printing	 146,760	 145,182	 305,077	 175,000 

Conference and meeting	 264,500	 352,651	 295,800	 300,000 

Depreciation	 238,336	 169,067	 184,100	 150,000 

Interest	 78,303	 59,256	 60,000	 72,000 

Building maintenance	 208,563	 238,992	 264,000	 275,000 

Utilities	 66,735	 79,881	 80,000	 85,000 

Insurance	 137,439	 142,669	 180,000	 190,000 

Postage	 69,942	 71,273	 83,412	 80,000 

Telephone	 47,704	 56,298	 60,000	 60,000 

Committee (per diem)	 68,100	 69,450	 87,500	 90,000 

Other	 348,813	 370,093	 502,904	 400,000

 

 Total Expenses	 17,098,482	 18,654,250	 30,092,006	 23,094,102 
					   
		

Net Surplus/(Deficit)	 317,953 	 (64,156)	 0 	 0 
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			   FY 09-10	 FY 10-11
	 FY 07-08	 FY 08-09	 Estimated	 Approved
	 Actual	 Actual	 (Dec 2009)	 (Dec 2009)
REVENUES					   
					   

Federal   	 2,526,780	 3,764,207	 15,845,058	 10,485,903 

State	 4,909,806	 4,847,700	 5,370,315	 3,533,587 

Other Contracts	 2,697,051	 2,795,006	 1,300,190	 1,209,000 

Service Programs	 5,754,653	 5,580,642	 5,905,600	 6,173,002 

Membership Dues	 1,528,146	 1,602,539	 1,670,843	 1,692,610 

Total Revenues	 17,416,435	 18,590,094	 30,092,006	 23,094,101 

					   
		
EXPENSES
				  

Salaries and benefits	 9,453,452	 10,510,691	 11,177,688	 11,513,019 

Consultant services	 4,693,162	 5,223,924	 13,607,463	 5,888,992 

Passthrough	 1,082,496	 946,335	 2,970,680	 3,575,091 

Equipment and supplies	 194,177	 218,485	 233,382	 240,000 

Printing	 146,760	 145,182	 305,077	 175,000 

Conference and meeting	 264,500	 352,651	 295,800	 300,000 

Depreciation	 238,336	 169,067	 184,100	 150,000 

Interest	 78,303	 59,256	 60,000	 72,000 

Building maintenance	 208,563	 238,992	 264,000	 275,000 

Utilities	 66,735	 79,881	 80,000	 85,000 

Insurance	 137,439	 142,669	 180,000	 190,000 

Postage	 69,942	 71,273	 83,412	 80,000 

Telephone	 47,704	 56,298	 60,000	 60,000 

Committee (per diem)	 68,100	 69,450	 87,500	 90,000 

Other	 348,813	 370,093	 502,904	 400,000

 

 Total Expenses	 17,098,482	 18,654,250	 30,092,006	 23,094,102 
					   
		

Net Surplus/(Deficit)	 317,953 	 (64,156)	 0 	 0 

Approved Revenues by funding 
sources

ABAG Approved Operating Budget

		  	 		  FY 09-10	 FY 10-11
			   FY 07-08	 FY 08-09	 Estimated	 Approved
			   Actual	 Actual	 (Dec 2009)	 (Dec 2009)
REVENUES						    
	 	FEDERAL REVENUES					   
	
		 EPA - Environmental Programs	 610,616	 1,129,245	 6,503,833	 2,300,000 
		 MTC--FTA	 242,868	 188,928	 282,740	 291,222 
		 MTC--FHWA	 1,514,428	 1,528,209	 1,856,403	 1,073,084 
		 MTC-STP Exchange	 0	 300,000	 572,000	 589,160 
		 Federal Aviation Administration	 29,251	 55,759	 0	 0 
		 U.S. Geological Survey	 25,037	 0	 41,000	 39,000 
		 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services	 7,416	 0	 0	 0 
(1)	   NOAA	 1,166	 303,993	 48,484	 0 
		 U.S. Dept. of Agriculture	 37,448	 22,540	 0	 0 
(2)		 FEMA	 58,550	 210,483	 40,541	 175,000 
(3)		 ARRA	 0	 0	 6,156,582	 6,018,437 
		 U.S. Dept. of Interior	 0	 0	 343,475	 0 
		 U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security	 0	 25,049	 0	 0 
                              Subtotal	 2,526,780	 3,764,207	 15,845,058	 10,485,903 		
	
	 	STATE REVENUES					   
	
		 MTC - TDA	 908,525	 908,571	 843,288	 868,587 
		 Bay Trail 	 1,374,037	 175,048	 307,613	 175,000 
		 Cal Trans	 450,197	 471,336	 310,957	 340,000 
(4)		 DBW	 105,935	 234,631	 0	 0 
		 RWQCB	 1,458,411	 1,374,148	 394,028	 400,000 
		 California Resources Agency	 572,370	 774,436	 641,291	 700,000 
		 Proposition 84	 0	 909,578	 2,826,013	 1,000,000 
		 DWR	 36,695	 250	 47,125	 50,000 
		 UNIV. OF CA	 3,635	 -298	 0	 0 
		                        Subtotal	 4,909,806	 4,847,700	 5,370,315	 3,533,587 		
	
	 	OTHER CONTRACTS					   
	
		 BALANCE Foundation	 17,295	 23,615	 24,000	 24,000 
		 Haz Waste MOU Committee	 97,249	 102,001	 106,240	 110,000 
		 MTC-JPC	 78,459	 67,089	 66,057	 70,000 
		 BAAQMD-JPC	 61,319	 67,089	 66,057	 70,000 
		 Santa Clara--SFEP	 63,801	 105,788	 118,673	 120,000 
		 Fiscal Agent Services	 73,698	 109,210	 89,126	 100,000 
		 Alameda County SFEP	 103,733	 112,133	 131,135	 135,000 
		 Coastal Conservancy	 96,636	 73,214	 97,926	 100,000 
		 Bay Area Ridge Trail Council	 0	 25,000	 26,667	 0 
		 Bay Trail--Misc.	 5,139	 0	 0	 0 
	        A	dmin. Civil Liability/Northbay Outreach	 19,480	 43,170	 65,585	 60,000 
		 Rose Foundation-IPM	 7,350	 461	 577	 0 
(5)		 BACWA Estuary	 100,937	 24,656	 0	 0 
		 PG&E-Energy Efficiency	 1,768,612	 1,801,720	 250,000	 250,000 
		 SFPUC - Estuary	 110,632	 110,635	 134,577	 125,000 
	        A	MBAG Forecast	 34,094	 9,809	 0	 0 
		 SF Estuary Institute	 205	 0	 44,000	 0 
		 Friends of the Estuary	 55,690	 29,433	 72,828	 35,000 
		 Urban Land Institute	 2,722	 0	 0	 0 
		 Other Local Match/FEMA grants	 0	 89,985	 6,742	 10,000 
	                               Subtotal	 2,697,051	 2,795,006	 1,300,190	 1,209,000 

	 	SERVICE PROGRAMS					   
	
		 Data Center	 69,098	 43,658	 80,000	 70,000 
		 Publications	 9,185	 1,296	 4,600	 5,000 
		 Training	 697,894	 559,177	 640,000	 665,000 
		 Financial Services	 1,542,181	 1,411,568	 1,600,000	 1,750,000 
		 Workers’ Compensation	 72,211	 88,960	 101,165	 104,200 
		 ABAG PLAN Corp.	 2,553,565	 2,756,615	 2,743,049	 2,825,000 
		 Bay Trail Nonprofit	 5,139	 9,593	 9,000	 9,000 
		 Web Hosting	 35,010	 35,540	 25,000	 25,000 
		 POWER Purchasing Pool Fees	 313,075	 342,549	 370,736	 389,273 
		 Conference Services	 280,998	 229,458	 227,050	 230,000 
		 Other	 176,296	 102,226	 105,000	 100,529 
	                               Subtotal	 5,754,653	 5,580,642	 5,905,600	 6,173,002 

	 	MEMBERSHIP DUES					   

	 	ABAG Dues (local and cooperating)	 1,528,146	 1,602,539	 1,670,843	 1,692,610 
		                          Total Revenues	 17,416,435	 18,590,094	 30,092,006	 23,094,101 
	

(1) NOAA - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  (2) FEMA - Federal Emergency Management Agency  (3) ARRA - American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act  (4) DBW - California Department of Boating and Waterways  (5) BACWA - Bay Area Clean Water Agencies
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Fiscal Year 2010 - 2011
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Assessments include increase in membership fee from $641 for FY 09-10 to $644 for FY 10-11 in accordance 
with CPI increase of 0.42 percent.

approved abag membership dues

		  Approved	 Approved	
	 Population	 FY 09-10	 FY 10-11	
Jurisdiction	 1/1/09	 Dues	 Dues	
				  
COUNTY OF ALAMEDA	 1,556,657 	 $133,912 	 $135,555 	
  Alameda	 74,683 	 $13,257 	 $13,128 	
  Albany	 16,884 	 $3,500 	 $3,516 	
  Berkeley	 107,178 	 $17,873 	 $18,001 	
  Dublin	 47,922 	 $8,593 	 $8,796 	
  Emeryville	 10,087 	 $2,289 	 $2,360 	
  Fremont	 215,636 	 $29,198 	 $29,489 	
  Hayward	 150,878 	 $22,548 	 $22,827 	
  Livermore	 84,409 	 $14,505 	 $14,696 
  Newark	 44,035 	 $8,074 	 $8,135 
  Oakland	 425,068 	 $45,476 	 $46,053 
  Piedmont	 11,165 	 $2,522 	 $2,543 
  Pleasanton	 70,097 	 $12,224 	 $12,389 
  San Leandro	 82,472 	 $14,224 	 $14,384 
  Union City	 73,977 	 $12,868 	 $13,014 
			 
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA	 1,060,435 	 $95,214 	 $96,307 
  Antioch	 100,957 	 $17,177 	 $17,314 
  Brentwood	 51,908 	 $9,211 	 $9,457 
  Clayton	 10,864 	 $2,468 	 $2,492 
  Concord	 124,599 	 $19,752 	 $19,925 
  Danville	 43,043 	 $7,863 	 $7,966 
  El Cerrito	 23,440 	 $4,592 	 $4,631 
  Hercules	 24,480 	 $4,762 	 $4,808 
  Lafayette	 24,087 	 $4,701 	 $4,742 
  Martinez	 36,348 	 $6,765 	 $6,827 
  Moraga	 16,204 	 $3,375 	 $3,400 
  Oakley	 34,468 	 $6,268 	 $6,508 
  Orinda	 17,669 	 $3,613 	 $3,650 
  Pinole	 19,383 	 $3,893 	 $3,941 
  Pittsburg	 63,771 	 $11,303 	 $11,369 
  Pleasant Hill	 33,547 	 $6,296 	 $6,351 
  Richmond	 104,513 	 $17,530 	 $17,707 
  San Pablo	 31,808 	 $5,925 	 $6,055 
  San Ramon	 63,176 	 $10,557 	 $11,274 
  Walnut Creek	 65,860 	 $11,569 	 $11,706 
			 
COUNTY OF MARIN	 258,618 	 $32,655 	 $32,888 
  Belvedere	 2,158 	 $1,007 	 $1,011 
  Corte Madera	 9,739 	 $2,253 	 $2,301 
  Fairfax	 7,434 	 $1,897 	 $1,908 
  Larkspur	 12,255 	 $2,709 	 $2,729 
  Mill Valley	 14,006 	 $3,000 	 $3,026 
  Novato	 52,921 	 $9,551 	 $9,621 
  Ross	 2,401 	 $1,047 	 $1,052 
  San Anselmo	 12,644 	 $2,776 	 $2,795 
  San Rafael	 58,363 	 $10,434 	 $10,498 
  Sausalito	 7,532 	 $1,912 	 $1,925 
  Tiburon	 8,941 	 $2,152 	 $2,165 
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COUNTY OF NAPA	 137,571 	 $21,173 	 $21,358 
  American Canyon	 16,503 	 $3,402 	 $3,451 
  Calistoga	 5,331 	 $1,540 	 $1,551 
  Napa	 77,831 	 $13,462 	 $13,636 
  St. Helena	 5,960 	 $1,645 	 $1,658 
  Yountville	 3,263 	 $1,194 	 $1,199 
			 
COUNTY AND CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO			 
  County	 845,559 	 $77,323 	 $79,311 
  City		  $77,323 	 $79,311 
			 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO	 745,858 	 $70,624 	 $71,426 
  Atherton	 7,468 	 $1,908 	 $1,914 
  Belmont	 26,250 	 $5,059 	 $5,109 
  Brisbane	 3,938 	 $1,295 	 $1,314 
  Burlingame	 29,060 	 $5,532 	 $5,588 
  Colma	 1,623 	 $915 	 $920 
  Daly City	 107,099 	 $17,836 	 $17,993 
  East Palo Alto	 33,174 	 $6,215 	 $6,287 
  Foster City	 30,429 	 $5,776 	 $5,820 
  Half Moon Bay	 13,208 	 $2,851 	 $2,891 
  Hillsborough	 11,395 	 $2,551 	 $2,582 
  Menlo Park	 31,865 	 $5,976 	 $6,065 
  Millbrae	 21,536 	 $4,265 	 $4,308 
  Pacifica	 39,995 	 $7,353 	 $7,448 
  Portola Valley	 4,671 	 $1,427 	 $1,438 
  Redwood City	 77,819 	 $13,489 	 $13,634 
  San Bruno	 43,811 	 $8,001 	 $8,097 
  San Carlos	 28,839 	 $5,530 	 $5,550 
  San Mateo	 96,557 	 $16,459 	 $16,654 
  S. San Francisco	 65,020 	 $11,318 	 $11,571 
  Woodside	 5,666 	 $1,594 	 $1,608 
			 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA	 1,857,621 	 $157,074 	 $159,359 
  Campbell	 40,420 	 $7,445 	 $7,520 
  Cupertino	 55,840 	 $10,003 	 $10,091 
  Gilroy	 51,508 	 $9,300 	 $9,393 
  Los Altos	 28,458 	 $5,434 	 $5,485 
  Los Altos Hills	 8,889 	 $2,138 	 $2,156 
  Los Gatos	 30,497 	 $5,774 	 $5,832 
  Milpitas	 70,817 	 $12,229 	 $12,505 
  Monte Sereno	 3,619 	 $1,248 	 $1,259 
  Morgan Hill	 39,814 	 $7,285 	 $7,417 
  Mountain View	 74,762 	 $12,953 	 $13,141 
  Palo Alto	 64,484 	 $11,257 	 $11,484 
  San Jose	 1,006,892 	 $90,317 	 $92,072 
  Santa Clara	 117,242 	 $18,842 	 $19,113 
  Saratoga	 31,679 	 $5,993 	 $6,033 
  Sunnyvale	 138,826 	 $21,265 	 $21,496 
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		  Approved	 Approved	
	 Population	 FY 09-10	 FY 10-11	
Jurisdiction	 1/1/09	 Dues	 Dues

Assessments include increase in membership fee from $641 for FY 09-10 to $644 for FY 10-11 in accordance 
with CPI increase of 0.42 percent.

approved abag membership dues
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Assessments include increase in membership fee from $641 for FY 09-10 to $644 for FY 10-11 in accordance 
with CPI increase of 0.42 percent.

approved abag membership dues

			 
COUNTY OF SOLANO	 426,729 	 $45,994 	 $46,185 
  Benicia	 27,977 	 $5,381 	 $5,403 
  Dixon	 17,573 	 $3,619 	 $3,633 
  Fairfield	 106,440 	 $17,880 	 $17,920 
  Rio Vista	 8,222 	 $2,009 	 $2,042 
  Suisun City	 28,856 	 $5,418 	 $5,553 
  Vacaville	 96,450 	 $16,640 	 $16,636 
  Vallejo	 121,055 	 $19,457 	 $19,534 
			 
COUNTY OF SONOMA	 486,630 	 $50,540 	 $50,922 
  Cloverdale	 8,595 	 $2,094 	 $2,106 
  Cotati	 7,409 	 $1,917 	 $1,904 
  Healdsburg	 11,782 	 $2,624 	 $2,648 
  Petaluma	 57,739 	 $10,303 	 $10,397 
  Rohnert Park	 43,020 	 $7,937 	 $7,962 
  Santa Rosa	 161,496 	 $23,733 	 $24,000 
  Sebastopol	 7,734 	 $1,948 	 $1,959 
  Sonoma	 9,970 	 $2,326 	 $2,340 
  Windsor	 26,676 	 $5,142 	 $5,182 
			 
                Totals		  $1,661,843 	 $1,683,610 	

				  
DUES PER CAPITA RATES				  
First 50,000		  0.1694142 	 0.1701257 	
Next 50,000		  0.1604976	 0.1611717 	
Next 100,000		  0.1099706 	 0.1104325 	
Greater than 200,000		  0.0787627 	 0.0790935 	

		  Approved	 Approved	
	 Population	 FY 09-10	 FY 10-11	
Jurisdiction	 1/1/09	 Dues	 Dues

Vineyards, Sonoma County

0.1701257 
0.1611717 	
0.1104325 
0.0790935
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Abag organizational structure
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abag affiliated entities
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ABAG Mission Statement

ABAG is committed to enhancing the quality of life in the San 

Francisco Bay Area by leading the region in advocacy, collaboration, 

and excellence in planning, research, and member services.

Location
 

Joseph P. Bort 
MetroCenter 

101 Eighth Street 
Oakland, CA 
94607-4756 

Telephones
 

510-464-7900 
510-464-7970 (fax)

 

Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 2050 
Oakland, CA 
94604-2050 

Internet 

www.abag.ca.gov
(E mail:) info@abag.ca.gov
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