ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS Q

Representing City and County Governments of the San Francisco Bay Area
ABAG

Date: February 25, 2015
To: ABAG Executive Board Administrative Committee

From:  Miriam Chion, Planning & Research Director
JoAnna Bullock, Senior Grant Administrator and Regional Planner

Subject: Priority Conservation Area Program Update

Early in 2014, staff worked with local jurisdictions, the ABAG administrative committee and
stakeholders to develop a Priority Conservation program update. The update revised PCA
program criteria and designations. It also established a process for confirming or nullifying
existing PCAs and applying for a new PCA. The PCA program update was adopted by the ABAG
Executive Board in July 2014 and letters of notification were subsequently sent to local
jurisdictions and nominating agencies informing them of the updated program.

Shortly after the adoption of the updated program, ABAG staff began working with staff from
local jurisdictions and open space stakeholders to identify and disseminate tools and information
useful to the process of selecting PCA designations (natural landscapes, agricultural lands, urban
greening and regional recreation). A new web site including FAQs was developed to aid
nominating agencies.

Each county has taken a slightly different approach to selecting designations for existing PCAs
and identifying new PCAs.

e The City and County of San Francisco nullified its existing PCAs and is in the process of
identifying new ones.

e Several counties have taken a formal approach to the PCA program update. The East Bay
Regional Park District (Alameda and Contra Costa Counties) formed a PCA Advisory
Committee and Solano County developed a PCA Partnership Advisory Committee. The
committees are comprised of local jurisdictions and open space advocates who meet regularly
to discuss existing and new PCAs.

e South Bay counties are meeting informally to address PCAs. Local jurisdictions and the open
space council in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties have compiled a list of over ten
potential new PCAs.

e Staff has not been contacted by Sonoma County but believe we can expect applications for
new PCAs from that part of the region. We do not expect applications from Napa or Marin
Counties.

In addition to nominations from the counties, the California Coastal Conservancy is developing a
comprehensive PCA application for the Ridge Trail.

The tools ABAG provided to aid in selecting designations for PCAs have proven useful. To assist
nominating agencies with new PCA applications, we provided copies of previous applications as
guidance documents.

Joseph P. Bort MetroCenter, 101 8" Street, Oakland, California 94607-4756  P.0. Box 2050, Oakland, California 94604-2050
(510) 464 7900 Fax (510) 464 7985 www.abag.ca.gov info@abag.ca.gov
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Overall, local jurisdictions and open space advocates are pleased with the PCA program update,
preparing for the May 30™ submission of applications and confirmations, and hoping for
increased monetary support including another set-aside in the next round of One Bay Area Grant
funding.
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ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS

Representing City and County Governments of the San Francisco Bay Area

ABAG

Date: July 9, 2014
To: ABAG Executive Board
From Miriam Chion

Planning and Research Director

Subject: Priority Conservation Area (PCA) Program Update

Executive Summary

This memo describes a proposed update to the Priority Conservation Area (PCA) program. The
update, identified as a priority in Plan Bay Area, is the result of consultation with the ABAG
Regional Planning Committee, Administrative committee, and stakeholders. A resolution and
supporting materials are attached to the memo.

Recommended Action

Staff respectfully requests that the Executive Board support the recommendations of the ABAG
Regional Planning Committee (RPC) by adopting ABAG Resolution No. 12-14 (Attachment D).
This addresses the following, which are described in this memo and where necessary in
attachments to the memo: a) revised PCA program criteria; b) PCA Designations; c¢) process for
new PCA approvals; d) process for confirming existing PCAs; €) statements of support for
expanding funding for the PCA program.

Attachments:

Attachment A: PCA Designations

Attachment B: Updated PCA Application
Attachment C: Map and List of Existing PCAs
Attachment D: ABAG Resolution 12-14
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Background

The Priority Conservation Area (PCA) program was initiated in 2007 to identify Bay Area open
spaces that: 1) provide regionally significant agricultural, natural resource, scenic, recreational,
and/or ecological values and ecosystem functions; 2) are in urgent need of protection due to
pressure from urban development or other factors; and 3) supported by local consensus. The
PCAs were established at the same time as the locally nominated Priority Development Areas
(PDAs) through the FOCUS program. Together, the PDAs and PCAs have informed the
development of Plan Bay Area and implementation initiatives such as the One Bay Area Grant
(OBAQ).

The PCA program helped spur collaboration between local governments, public agencies, and
nonprofit organizations to nominate more than 100 PCAs. Nominations were reviewed by staff,
regional committees, and local governments. The ABAG Executive Board adopted the first set of
PCAs on July 17, 2008.

The first PCA projects were funded in 2013 and 2014 through OBAG. OBAG provided $5
million in funding for a competitive program in San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Alameda, and Contra Costa counties managed by the Coastal Conservancy. Another $5 million
in OBAG funding was divided between the North Bay county Congestion Management
Agencies—each of which managed its own program.

During meetings in 2012 and 2013, the ABAG Regional Planning Committee and Executive
Board requested that staff revise the PCA program to provide greater specificity about the
qualities and function of different types of PCAs—using an approach more in line with the Place
Types utilized to categorize PDAs. In addition, RPC and Executive Board members stressed the
importance of urban parks and green spaces. This feedback was formalized in Plan Bay Area,
which directs staff to update the program to define the role of different kinds of PCAs and ensure

that local jurisdictions are consulted on updates to _ )
individual PCAs. Figure 1. Plan Bay Area Implementation

Focus Areas

PCA Program Update

As part of the broader Plan Bay Area Implementation

effort, over the past six months ABAG staff worked _
with local jurisdictions, the ABAG administrative Housing
committee, the RPC and stakeholders to develop a

proposed PCA program update. The update addresses

the Open Space and Farmland Plan Bay Area Economic Open
implementation area. Development space and
At its April and June 2014 meetings, the RPC Farmland
reviewed, requested changes to, and recommended for PDA
adoption the update presented in this memo and its | t
. Tin
attachments. The elements of this proposed update are T
described below.
2
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PCA Program Criteria
The RPC requested that the PCA criteria adopted in 2007 be modified to recognize the
importance of urban greening. This proposed change is underlined in the text below:

The intent of the PCA program is to identify Bay Area open spaces that: 1) provide regionally significant
agricultural, natural resource, scenic, urban greening, recreational, and/or ecological values and
ecosystem functions; and 2) are in urgent need of protection due to pressure from urban development or
other factors; 3) and are supported by local consensus.

PCA Designations (Attachment A)

The updated application requires that staff from the nominating agency identify one or more of
the PCA designations described in Attachment A. The designations recognize the role of
different kinds of PCAs in supporting the vitality of the region’s natural systems, rural economy
and human health. These include:

e Natural Landscapes—areas critical to the functioning of wildlife and plant habitats, aquatic
ecosystems and the region’s water supply and quality.
Existing PCA Examples: Upper Stevens Creek Watershed Area (Santa Clara County); Napa
Valley River Corridor (Napa County); Acalanes Ridge Open Space (Walnut Creek and Lafayette)

¢ Agricultural Lands—farmland, grazing land and timberland that support the region’s
agricultural economy and provide additional benefits such as habitat protection and carbon
capture.
Existing PCA Examples: Suisun Valley (Solano County); Napa County Agricultural Lands and
Watersheds (Napa County); Coastal Agriculture area (Sonoma County)

* Urban Greening—existing and potential green spaces in cities that increase habitat connectivity,
improve community health, capture carbon emissions, and address stormwater. Many existing
and likely Urban Greening areas are not within PDAs. Existing PCA Examples: East Bay
Greenway (Oakland/San Leandro/Hayward/Unincorporated Alameda County); Hercules
Waterfront (Hercules); and Palou-Phelps, Bayview park/open space connector (San Francisco)

e Regional Recreation—existing and potential regional parks, trails, and other publicly accessible
recreation facilities.
Existing PCA Examples: Bay Trail (multi-county, muiti-jurisdiction); Boethe-Napa Valley State
Park to Sugarloaf Ridge State Park (Napa County); Russian River Access (Sonoma County)

Attachment A also identifies benefits and potential co-benefits for each designation (i.e. wildlife
and plant habitat, agricultural economy). New PCA applicants are required to discuss how the
PCA provides these benefits—referencing data and maps. As noted above, ABAG will work
with staff from the nominating agency of existing PCAs to identify a designation and benefits.
ABAG will provide resources (e.g. maps, databases, etc) to assist applicants in this process,
drawing upon data published by federal and state sources as well as scientific research.
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Process for new PCA approvals (Attachment B)
Attachment B presents an updated PCA application reflecting a revised process for PCA
approvals. This requires:

1) Adopted resolution of support from the city council, board of supervisors or special
district board of the nominating agency

2) Map and text describing the general area and boundaries of the PCA

3) Selection of one or more PCA designation with text and supporting data

4) Copy of public notification of meeting at which resolution was adopted

5) Copy of notification sent to all jurisdictions within which the PCA is located

PCA applications may be submitted by jurisdictions or special districts such as open space and
park districts. The nominating agency must send notifications to all of the jurisdictions in which
the PCA is located. These jurisdictions will have 90 days from receipt of the notification to adopt
a resolution of opposition to the PCA. An adopted resolution would invalidate the nomination.

Process for Confirming Existing PCAs
The process for confirming PCAs that have already been adopted by the ABAG Executive Board
will involve the following steps:
1) ABAG sends a notification to the nominating agency and to jurisdictions in which the
PCA is located
2) These jurisdictions have 90 days to adopt a resolution of opposition to the PCA. An
adopted resolutions nullifies the applicable existing PCA
3) Ifno resolution of opposition is submitted to ABAG within 90 days, the existing PCA
will be confirmed

In addition to the confirmation process, ABAG staff will work with the nominating agencies to
identify the designation applicable to each PCA and the relevant benefits it provides.

Future Funding

The RPC identified the need for additional funding to support the PCA program beyond the
previously allocated OBAG pilot program. The RPC requested that the Executive Board adopt a
statement of support for expanding funding available to PCA Program.

The RPC also requested that the Executive Board recommend: a) prioritizing future OBAG PCA
resources for projects that cannot otherwise be funded with OBAG PDA funds, with the
exception of transportation improvements that complete portions of the Bay Trail and other
regional trails; and b) prioritize funds dedicated to urban parks for projects within or in proximity
to high-need PDAs.
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Timeline for PCA Applications and Confirmations
July 2014: Executive Board adoption of PCA application process, confirmation process and designations.

August 1, 2014: Beginning of PCA application and confirmation period.
May 30, 2015: Deadline for PCA applications and confirmations.

June 2015: Following staff review, RPC recommends PCA nominations to the Executive Board for
adoption

July 2015: Executive Board adopts PCA nominations recommended for adoption by the RPC.

tem 7
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Priority Conservation Area Designations

This attachment introduces four Priority Conservation Area (PCA) designations and a set of
measurable benefits provided by the PCAs. ABAG staff will provide assistance with
interpretation of the Designations and Benefits as needed.

Designations describe the primary function of a PCA. In some cases, PCAs with different
designations include the same geographic area. For example, a riparian corridor designated as a
Natural Landscape PCA may cross an Agricultural Lands PCA and Regional Recreation PCA.

Benefits describe specific types of habitats, health outcomes, and other objectives that the
designated PCAs support. Each benefit is accompanied by at least one criterion as well as data
sources for evaluating whether or not the PCA meets the criterion. ABAG staff will periodically
review these sources for accuracy and objectivity. Many PCAs will provide additional benefits
beyond the primary ones listed for its designation. These are captured as co-benefits. Proposed
PCAs are not required to list co-benefits, but these help describe its full impact.

Table 1. Summary of Priority Conservation Area Designations

Desi':r:\:tion Primary Benefit(s) Potential Co-Benefits Examples
Natural e Terrestrial e (limate and Resilience e Critical habitat areas
Landscapes (Land) e Compact Growth e Wetlands targeted for
Ecosystems e Recreation restoration
e Aquatic e Riparian Corridors
Ecosystems e Watershed land protection
e Water Supply
and Quality
Agricultural e Agricultural e Wildlife Habitat e Farmland or grazing land
Lands Resources e Water Supply and Quality e Timberlands
o Agricultural e Recreation
Economy e (Climate and Resilience
o Compact Growth
Urban Greening o Community e Wildlife Habitat e Potential “edible park” sites
Health e Water Supply and Quality (park + community garden)
e Recreation e Recreation e Urban forest areas
e Climate and e Urban portion of riparian
Resilience corridor
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Regional °
Recreation

Benefit

Terrestrial (Land)
Ecosystems

Aquatic (Water)
Ecosystems

Water Supply and
Water Quality

Agricultural
Resources and
Economy

ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Recreation Wildlife Habitat
Climate and Resilience
Community Health
Compact Growth

Water Supply and Quality

e Regional trail network
e Potential regional park sites

Table 2: Priority Conservation Area Benefits and Criteria

Criteria Required and (Optional)

e Protects land within Conservation Lands
Network (CLN)
1.Essential, 2.Important,
3.Fragmented, or
4.For Further Consideration; or
® Protects Bay Area Critical Linkage
e (Protects Other Critical Habitat)

e Protects wetlands identified in Baylands
Ecosystem Habitat Goals; or

¢ Protects subtidal Habitat identified in
Subtidal Habitat Goals; or

¢ Protects stream identified as a Stream
Conservation Target in the CLN

e (Protects Other Important Features)
e.g. Nationally Important Marine Features
e Protect urban water supply
o Reservoir Catchment Area
o Aquifer recharge zone
o Critical stream
o Priority stream; or
o Support watershed health
e Supports agricultural economy/preserves
land with soil important for food
production
o Farmland identified in Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program
o Grazing Lands identified in FMMP
¢ Supportive of local or state agricultural

policy

o Completes contiguous area of farm or
grazing lands

e Supports production on soil with reduced
environmental impacts from agriculture

Data Sources for Evaluation

¢ Conservation Lands Network (CLN)
http://www.bayarealands.org/expl

orer/

¢ USFWS Critical Habitat Portal
http://ecos.fws.gov/crithab/

o Locally identified data

e EcoAtlas
http://www.ecoatlas.org/regions/e
coregion/bay-delta

¢ Conservation Lands Network (CLN)
http://www.bayarealands.org/expl
orer/

s Center for Ecosystem Management
and Restoration

® Greenbelt Mapper
http://www.greenbelt.org/greenbe
It-mapper

o USFWS Critical Habitat Portal
http://ecos.fws.gov/crithab/

® Greenbelt Mapper,
CA Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program
http://www.greenbelt.org/greenbe
It-mapper

¢ General Plans/Other Land Use
Plans

¢ Greenbelt Mapper
http://www.greenbelt.org/greenbe
It-mapper

¢ Local Data
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Benefit

Community Health

Recreation

Climate and
Resilience

Compact Growth

ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Table 2: Priority Conservation Area Benefits and Criteria

Criteria Required and (Optional)

¢ Improve access to neighborhood parks in

areas with high park need

e Increase/complete urban tree canopy
e Increase urban tree cover in areas

expected to experience urban heat island

effect
e Supports Local Climate Action

Plan/Greening Plan Goals related to Urban

Greening

e Increase tree canopy, food access, and/or

park access in Community of Concern

¢ Proposed Regional Trails
o Bay Trail
o Ridge Trail
e Acreage of regional park added
s (Local data sources)
e Protect and/or Increase Areas with
Carbon storage potential; or

¢ Address Hazard Risk in Open Spaces
(earthquake, flood, sea level rise)

¢ Protect land with open space benefits
with high development pressure and
adjacent open spaces;

e Support stable urban edges; or

e Support adopted open space policy
protection measures

Data Sources for Evaluation

e ParkScore® Index
http://parkscore.tpl.org/

e Local Data/Analysis

e Local Data (e.g. tree inventories)

¢ Heat Island Effect Source

» Local Climate Action Plans

® MTC Communities of Concern
http://geocommons.com/maps/11
8675
¢ Greenbelt Mapper
http://www.greenbelt.org/green
belt-mapper

¢ Greenbelt Mapper
http://www.greenbelt.org/gre
enbelt-mapper/

¢ Conservation Lands Network (CLN)

http://www.bayarealands.org/ex
plorer/

® ABAG Earthquake Mapping
Update
http://quake.abag.ca.gov/projects
/earthquake-mapping-update/

e NOAA Sea Level Rise and Coastal
Flooding Impacts Map
http://www.csc.noaa.gov/slr/view
er/#

* Greenbelt Mapper
http://www.greenbelt.org/greenbe
lt-mapper

¢ Greenbelt Mapper

http://www.greenbelt.org/green
belt-mapper,

¢ Local General Plans
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Natural Landscapes

Description

Areas critical to the functioning of wildlife
and plant habitats, aquatic ecosystems
and the region’s water supply and
quality.

Primary Benefits

Terrestrial (Land) Ecosystems, Aquatic
(Water) Ecosystems, Water Supply and
Quality

Potential Co-Benefits
Climate and Resilience, Compact
growth, recreation

Examples

Critical habitat areas, wetlands targeted
for restoration, riparian corridors,
watershed land protection

Resources

Conservation Lands Network
http://www.bavarealands.org/explorer

US Fish and Wildlife Service Critical Habitat
Portal

http.//ecos.fws.gov/crithab/

EcoAtlas

http.//www.ecoatlas.org/regions/ecoregion/
bay-delta

Oak Woodland and Pond, Sunol

Uplands Watershed with Wildflower
Field,
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Evaluation Resource: Conservation Lands Network

CONSERVATION
LANDS NETWORK ',

fhe CLN identifies lands thal are essential and important
for conserving regional biodiversity, including habitat for
irreplaceable, rare, and endemic plant and anmimal
species. A Critical Linkage is a landscape connection
thal facilitates wildlife movemenl between habitat areas
Conservation of lands n the CLN and Critical Linkages
supports heaithy ecclogical processes.

Location PCA Criteria
Inside | Outside Conservation Lands
PCA | PCA Network
Essential, important,
- Fragmenled and For
Further Consideration
. Critical Linkage

Sources Bay Area Open Space Counal. SC Wildlands
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Agricultural Lands

Description

Farmland, grazing land and timberland
that support the region’s agricultural
economy and provide additional benefits
such as habitat protection and carbon
capture.

Primary Benefits
Agricultural Resources, Agricultural
Economy

Potential Co-Benefits

Wildlife habitat, water supply and quality,
recreation, climate and resilience,
compact growth

Examples
Farmland, grazing land, timberlands

Resources
Greenbelt Mapper
http://www.greenbelt.org/greenbelt-mapper

Local General Plans
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Evaluation Resource: CA Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

CA FARMLAND
PROGRAM (FMMP)

The goa of the FMMP is 1c provide consistent and .
impartia. data to decision maxers for use assessing s
present slalus, revewing lrends, and plansing tor ! L
luture of Californias aynicultural land resources. FMMP
sroduces Impordant Farmland Mazss, whicn are a hybrid ¢f
resoLsce uality {sol's; and land Lse infornatio

Locatlon PCA Criteria

Inside | Outside Farmland Mapping and
PCA | PCA Monitoring Program

. Large Farmland Areas

. Grazing Land: Small
Farmland Properties

Scwcq CA Departmant of Conmetvation
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS .

Urban Greening

Description

Existing and potential green spaces in
cities that improve community health,
capture carbon emissions, address
stormwater, and enhance the public
realm.

Primary Benefits
Community Health, Recreation, Climate
and Resilience

Potential Co-Benefits
Water supply and quality, wildlife
habitat, recreation

Urban Forest Expansion

Examples .
San Francisco

Urban portion of riparian corridors,
potential sites for parks and community
gardens, urban forest and green street
networks

Resources
ParkScore Index

http://parkscore.tpl.org/

Local Climate Action and Urban
Greening Plans

7" Street Mural, Garden and Play Area
People’s Grocery, Oakland
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ltem 4.E.



ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Evaluation Resource: Trust for Public Land Park Score Index

Park Need in San Jose
Trust for Public Land
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Regional Recreation

Description

Existing and potential regional parks,
trails, and other publicly accessible
recreation facilities.

Primary Benefit
Recreation

Potential Co-Benefits

Wildlife habitat, water supply and quality,
climate and resilience, community health,
compact growth

Examples
Regional trail networks, areas for
potential regional park expansion.

—Resources
Greenbelt Mapper (Regional Trails)

http://www.greenbelt.org/greenbelt-
mapper/

——

Bay Area Water Trail

10
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ATTACHMENT A: PCA DESIGNATIONS

Evaluation Tool: Existing and Proposed Regional Trail Network (Greenbelt Mapper)

REGIONAL
TRAIL SYSTEMS

%
Regicnal ri uide e kast Bay Regicnal Park Distr ot PCA SF ; B
tra'ts, the Bay Trail recreationa corridor (o 500-mile b Iwo e ) ] e |
slanned 1o « le San Francsce and San Patilo Bays:. and W e
Baty Arca Ridge Trail iolannad as a contruious 560+ nife il | | ) w )
kers, mounita’~ Dicycsts, and equestriens along the (idge i \ . / )
everlecking San Francisco Bay, ,,.2. San ¢ L.’ ' \ .

& Mate{i; MAlameda

Priority Conservation Areas b \ ; X
R/ 2

Location PCA Criteria . ;i"\:;{z A o \
Inside | Qutside i ; i (A Santab,
PCA | PCA Proposed Regional Trails 1 3 Clara N

Conneclior for People on a

00 @B  Regional Scale; Adds to Parks/

Other Large Protected Areas \

LS
4 ‘@" N
<

3

ot

———  kxistirg SF Bay lrail and SF Ridge Trail
Publicly Accessible Protected Lands

St e ST By Tear SF Redgs Trar PCA Tiah ritectsd Aleas Dalabas Natuns) Lomavaton
Egtamert Datebiass
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ATTACHMENT B
Priority Conservation Area
Application Form

Enter information in the spaces provided. E-mail this completed application form and attachments
requested as part of this form to joannab@abag.ca.gov by May 30, 2015. If e-mailing is not possible,
a hard copy of materials can be mailed to PCA Applications, Association of Bay Area Governments, P.O.
Box 2050, Oakland, CA 94604-2050.

PART 1: AREA INFORMATION
Proposed Name
Description
Location (include map and text description)
Total Acreage

PART 2: SPONSOR(S)
Lead Nominating Agency/Organization
Staff Person
Address
Phone Number(s)
E-mail address
Partnering Agency(ies)/Organization(s)

PART 3: DESIGNATION
Selected Designation - Select one or more designation for the proposed PCA

___Natural Landscapes __Agricultural Lands __Urban Greening __Regional Recreation

PART 4: BENEFITS
Primary Benefit(s) — Select one or more benefits and co-benefits for the proposed PCA

PART 5: ATTACHMENTS
Required

1. Copy of adopted resolution by City Council, Board of Supervisors, or Open Space or Park District
Board.

2. Attach a map showing the proposed general area boundaries and location. Include other
relevant information, such as topography or an aerial photograph, to show the context for
protection of this area.

3. Provide text, data/maps that demonstrate primary benefit(s) of the relevant designation and co-
benefit(s).

4. Copy of public notification of meeting at which resolution was adopted

5. Copy of notification of PCA nomination to jurisdictions in which PCA is located

Optional
6. Letters of Support from partner agencies or organizations (not required)
7. Additional data, maps, supportive local policies (not required)

For questions regarding the application form, please contact JoAnna Bullock at 510 464-7968 or
joannab@abag.ca.gov.
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ATTACHMENTC
Priority Conservation Areas - July 2014

Area Name

Local Jurisdiction

County

Lead Sponsor Agency

Partnering Agencies/Organizations

Unincorporated

of Peralta Creek

Regional Trails System Alameda and Alameda & Contra |East Bay Regional Park
Gaps Conta Costa Costa Counties District (EBRPD)
Counties
Lepna (?anyon Creek Oakland Alameda City of Oakland Potential partners; EBRPD and local community
Tributaries groups.
gzaz:zal Creek/North Oakiand Alameda City of Oakland Potential partners: Local community groups
Potential partners: EBRPD, Friends of Two
Ridgemont West Oakiand Alameda City of Oakland Creeks, Merritt College and other community
groups
South Hills, San Leandro Potentiai partners: EBRPD, Dunsmuir House and
Creek Dekiand Alamecs City of Oakland Gardens Inc., and Community Groups
: Livermore,
North Livermare, South Unincorporated Alameda City of Livermore
Livermore Valiey
Alameda County
The non-profit organization Friends of Five
Albany Hill Albany Alameda City of Albany Creeks has expressed support for this
nomination.
Union City Hillside Area Union City Alameda City of Union City East Bay Regional Park District
Site 1-Coyote Hills Fremont Alameda City of Fremont
Pleasanton, East Bay Regional Park District
Chain of Lakes Area unincorporated Alameda ¥ Reg
(EBRPD)
Alameda County
Unincorporated East Bay Regional Park District
Bethany Reservoir Area Alameda County Alameda (EBRPD)
. Unincorporated East Bay Regional Park District
Cedar Mountain Area Alamada County Alameda (EBRPD)
Unincorporated East Bay Regional Park District
Duarte Canyon Area Alameda County Alameda (EBRPD)
Potential Oakland Gateway East Bay Regional Park District
Area Oakland Alameda (EBRPD)
" unincorporated East Bay Regional Park District
Potential Tesla Area Alameda County Alameda (EBRPD)
Oakland, San
Leandro, Hayward, Urban Ecology, City of San Leandro, City of
East Bay Greenway and unincorporated Alameda City of Oakland Hayward
Alameda County
Butters Canyon/Headwaters Oakland Alameda City of Oakland Butters Land Trust

San Francisco Bay Trail -
Bay Area Ridge Trail

Fremont, Albany,

Alameda, Contra

Costa, Marin, Napa,
San Francisco, San
Mateo, Santa Clara,

Solano and Sonoma

San Francisco Bay Trail
Project

Bay Area Ridge Trail Council

counties
Sutro Tower, Inc g::l‘ ﬁg:;g::\;of g:tayni‘i:czumy of San s::gzrgt?e?:tg:gz:} Society Nature in the City/Mt Sutro Stewards
. " . City & County of |City & County of San|California Native Plant Societ . .
Bayview Hill radio property Sa?; Francisc); Frtayncisco Y Yerba Buena Chapter ! Nature in the City

Central Hercules and
Waterfront District

Hercules, CA

Contra Costa

City of Hercules

10f7
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ATTACHMENT C

Priority Conservation Areas - July 2014

Big Canyon Preserve

City of San
Ramon

Contra Costa

City of San Ramon

MOSO and NON-MOSO

Town of Moraga

Contra Costa

Town of Moraga

Open Space
Unincorporated .
. . East Bay Regional Park
Point Edith Wetlands Area |Conta Costa Contra Costa District (EBRPD)
County
. East Bay Regional Park
Delta Recreation Area Oakley Contra Costa District (EBRPD)
Potential Pinole Hercules and Contra Costa East Bay Regional Park
Watershed Area Pinole District (EBRPD)
Pinole Creek Fish Pinole Contra Costa Contra Costa Resource
Passage Corridor Conservation District
Acalanes Ridge Open Walnut Creek Contra Costa City of Walnut Creek
Space and Lafayette
. - California Department of Fish and Game, Lori
Indian Valley Moraga Contra Costa [E)iasst:igay Municipat Utiity Salamack 329 Rheem Bivd, Moraga, CA
94556 925-376-5202
Burton Ridge Lafayette, CA Contra Costa City of Lafayette
Lafayette Ridge Lafayette, CA Contra Costa City of Lafayette
. Brentwood Agricultural Land Trust Kathryn
Contra Costa County Unincorporated Contra Cc:)sta County Lyddan, Executive Director 1120 2nd Street,
. Conta Costa Contra Costa Community Development
Agricultural Core County Department Brentwood, CA 94513 (925) 634-6738
P brentwoodagtrust@sbcglobal.net
Cities of Brentwood, Clayton, Oakley and
Pittsburg, Contra Costa County, Contra
Egzt"gf ggisz‘::;?i;o;ra t: Costa County Flood Control and Water
. Brentwood, Conservation District, East Bay Regional
lczﬁg:a%gnm;::'?éccc Oakley Contra Costa Contra Costa County Park District, East Contra Costa County
HCPINCCP) Habitat Conservancy, California Department
of Fish and Game (CDFG), and United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Point Reyes National Seashore, Guif of the
Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, State
Lands Commission, California Department of
3rd Valley Creek/Chicken Fish and Game, Coastal Commission,
Ranch Beach Inverness Marin Z‘:)T::IS Bay Watershed California State Parks, Marin County,
Conservation Area Inverness Public Utility District,
Environmental Action Committee of West
Marin, Inverness Association, and private
property owners.
San Geronimo Valley
headwaters of the Unincorporated Marin Salmon Protection And Point Reyes National Seashore (National
Lagunitas Watershed and |Marin County Watershed Network Park Service)
shore of Tomales Bay
State Coastal Conservancy, Department of
Conservation Farmland Conservancy
Marin County Agricultural [Unincorporated . . . Program, Marin County, Marin Resource
Lands Marin County Marin Marin Agricutural Land Trust Conservation District, Marin Farm Bureau,
Tomales Bay Watershed Council, National
Park Service
National Park Service, Golden
Marin City Ridge Marin City Marin Gate National Recreation

Area
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North GGNRA Lagunitas

Unincorporated

National Park Service, Golden

Marin County Open Space District, Marin

Creek Parcels Marin County Marin Gate National Recreation Cou.mty Bicycle Coalition, Point Reyes
Area National Seashore
Central urban
Marin, San Marin County Parks and Open San Anselmo, Ross, Fairfax, San Rafael,
Central Marin Ridge lands |Anselmo, Fairfax, [Marnin Space Department P Marin Conservation League, County Flood
Ross, County, p P Control, TPL
San Rafael
. . Marin Conservation League, Sierra Club, Bay
North County Gateway l&:l:rt‘:ocrgz:‘at(ed Marin l\sllaan:e(l‘g):ng":z:‘k‘s and Open Area Ridge Trail Council, Bay Trail,
¥ P P SCAPOSD, State Parks
. Unincorporated . Marin County Parks and Open {County Flood Control, City of Mill Valtey,
Bolhin Waleriranl Marin County Marin Space Marin Audubon, Bay Trail, MCL, Sierra Club
. . Unincorporated . Marin County Parks and Open . . I
Big Rock Ridge Lands Marin County Marin Space Department Bay Area Ridge Trail Council, City of Novato
. . Unincorporated : Marin County Parks and Open |Town of Tiburon, Native Plant Society, Marin
Tiburon Ridge Lands Marin County Mann Space Department Conservation League
Marin County Open Space District, Marin
. County Flood Control District, Marin
Bowman Canyon l&:l::o(;z 3::;“ Marin Marin Conservation League |Agricultural Land Trust, California State
Parks, Sierra Club, Friends of Novato Creek,
Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
" - Unincorporated . . .
St. \ﬁnc:ents and Siveira area of San Marin Marin Audubon Society/Marin Sierra Club, Marin Conservation League
Properties Rafael Baylands Advocates
. . . . |Marin County Open Space District, Sierra
Central Marin Bayfront, Town of Corte . Marin Audubon Society/Marin X " -
Marin Club, Marin Conservation League, Priority
Madera Bay Park Madera Baylands Advocates Conservation Area Committee
Sierra Club, Marin Conservation League,
Central Marin Bayfront, Unincorporated . . . Priority Conservation Area Committee, Marin
Canalways Marin County Marin Marin Audubon Society County Department of Parks and Open
Space
Napa Valley - Napa River |Unincorporated Friends of the Napa River, Napa County
Corridor Napa County Napa Land Trust of Napa County Regional Park and Open Space District
. . Napa County Farm Bureau, Land Trust of
Napa County Agricultural |Unincorporated .
Napa County of Napa Napa County, Napa County Regional Park
Lands and Watersheds  [Napa County and Open Space District,City of Napa
Land Trust of Napa County, The Nature
Blue Oak Woodlands of  |Unincorporated Napa Napa County Regional Park [Conservancy, California Department of Fish
the Lake District Napa County P and Open Space District and Game, Blue Ridge Berryessa Natural
Area Partnership
Interior Mountains — Moore |Unincorporated Napa County Regional Park . . .
Creek to Milliken Creek Napa County Napa and Open Space District Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
Palisades—Mt St Helena |Unincorporated Napa Napa County Regional Park  |Land Trust of Napa County, California State
to Angwin Napa County P and Open Space District Parks
Southern Mountains -- . . County of Napa, County of Solano, Land
. Unincorporated Napa County Regional Park .
Skyline Park to Newell Napa County Napa and Open Space District Trust of Napa County, City of American
Preserve Canyon
Bothe-Napa Valley State
Park to Sugarloaf Ridge  jUnincorporated g .
State Park Priority Napa County Napa Save-the-Redwoods League [multiple
Conservation Area
Redwood & Dry Creek .
T Unincorporated .
Watersheds Priority Napa County Napa Save-the-Redwoods League |multiple

Conservation Area
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Lake Curry/Suisun Creek
Watershed

Unincorporated
Napa County

Napa

Napa County Regional Park
and Open Space District

County of Solano

Aquavista/Twin Peaks

San Francisco

San Francisco

City of San Francisco
Planning Department

(Jake Sigg of CA Native Plant Society
submitted PCA nomination for same parcel -
agreed to go w/SF nomination - deleted SF7)

Palou-Phelps, Bayview

San Francisco

San Francisco

City of San Francisco
Planning Department

SF Parks + Rec, California Native Plants,
Nature In the City

San Francisco Watershed
Lands to Wilder Ranch
State Park Priority
Conservation Area

Unincorporated
San Mateo
County

San Mateo

Save-the-Redwoods League

multiple

Office of Education Loma
Mar Property

Unincorporated
San Mateo
County

San Mateo

San Mateo County
Department of Parks

Montara Mountain
Complex

Montara/E!
Granada/Moss
Beach. Affects
Half Moon Bay,
Pacifica.

San Mateo

Peninsula Open Space Trust

Golden Gate National Recreation Area, San
Mateo County Parks, California Coastal
Conservancy

Lobitos Ridge Corridor

SUUUTOT T1ar
Moon Bay, San
Mateo County.
Affects Half Moon

DRaose

San Mateo

Peninsula Open Space Trust

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District,
California Coastal Conservancy

City of Half Moon Bay, San Mateo County
Parks

Gateway to the San Mateo |Affects Half Moon San Mateo Midpeninsula Regional Open |and Recreation Department, Peninsula Open
County Coast Bay. Space District Space Trust, Bay Area Ridge Trail Council,
Committee for Green Foothills, San Mateo
County Resource Conservation District
Pacifica Conservation . . Potential partners could include the Pacifica
Area: South of Mussell Pacifica San Mateo g::':&aa"::::l izl;v:::iioG:lden Land Trust, City of Pacifica, City of San
Rock to McNee Ranch Francisco, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Area N
State Park Service
Peninsula Open Space Trust, San Mateo
. . " . County Parks and Recreation Department,
ld::z:vi‘a:rsGregono Creek g‘gr;:i/‘;ﬁ:s of San Mateo gl lcizzng}:::itReglonal Open Bay Area Ridge Trail Council, San Gregorio
4 P Environmenta! Resource Center, Natural
Heritage Institute
. Santa Clara County Parks & Rec
Upper Stevens Creek lSJ::‘r::ocr:;'J:::ted Santa Clara Midpeninsula Regional Open |Department, Peninsula Open Space Trust,
Watershed Area Space District Santa Clara Valley Water District, State
County
Coastal Conservancy
Peninsula Open Space Trust, Santa Clara
Unincorporated " . . County Parks & Rec Dept., Santa Clara
%Z‘:::S;ZGMOS Creek Santa Clara Santa Clara hsm‘:‘::n&::f&Reg'o"a' Open Valley Water District, Neighbors Against
County P Industrial Logging, Sierra Club Ventana
Chapter
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
(MROSD), Santa Clara County Open Space
Authority (SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail
Council (BARTC), Peninsula Open Space
East Berryessa Foothils |San Jose Santa Clara Santa Clara County Parks & |Trust (POST) and County of Santa Clara

Recreation Department

Habitat Conservation/Natural Communities
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP),
San Francisco Bay Trail (ABAG), National
Park Service — Juan Bautista de Anza
National Historic Trail
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Alum Rock Foothills

San Jose

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)

Joseph D. Grant to Coyote
Ridge

San Jose

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)

East Coyote Foothills to
Almaden Quicksilver

San Jose

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Councit
(BARTC), Peninsuta Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP);
Silicon Valley Land Conservancy

Anderson/CoyoteConnecti
on

Morgan Hill

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)

East Gilroy Foothills

Gilroy

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
(BARTC), Peninsuta Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)

South County Regional
Trail Connection

Unincorporated
Santa Clara
County

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)

Lexington Hills

Los Gatos

Santa Clara

Santa Clara County Parks &
Recreation Department

Mid-peninsula Regional Open Space District
(MROSD), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)
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Mid-peninsula Regional Open Space District
(MROSD), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council

Sanborn Skyline Uncinorporated Santa Clara Santa Clara County Parks & J(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
y Solano County Recreation Department (POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
(SCCOSA), San Francisco Bay Trail (ABAG),
Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) and
Santa Clara County Parks & |Santa Clara Valley Habitat Conservation
Baylands San Jose Santa Clara Recreation Department Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan
Program (HCP/NCCP), National Park Service
- Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic
Trail Program
Unincorporated
Rancho Canada Santa Clara Santa Clara ga:g;(:s::oﬁgunty Open
County P
Unincorporated
South County Agriculture {Santa Clara Santa Clara Santa Clara Cpunty Open
Space Authority
County
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
Unincorporated (SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
Pescadero/Tar Creek Santa é?ara Santa Clara Santa Clara County Parks & |[(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
County Recreation Department (POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
Unincorporated (SCCOSA), Bay Area Ridge Trail Council
Paradise Valley to Calero |Santa CKIJara Santa Clara Santa Clara County Parks & |(BARTC), Peninsula Open Space Trust
¥ County Recreation Department (POST) and Santa Clara Valley Habitat
Conservation Plan/Natural Community
Conservation Plan Program (HCP/NCCP)
. Pajaro River Watershed Flood Protection
Soap Lake Gilroy Santa Clara The Nature Conservancy Authority, Silicon Valley Land Conservancy
Vacaville-Fairfield-Solano |Uncinorporated . . .
Greenbelt and Cement Hill |Solano County Solano City of Fairfield City of Vacaville, County of Solano
Western Hills (including Uncinorporated Solano Land Trust; Napa County Regional
part of the Vallejo Lakes Solano gount Solano Solano County Park and Open Space District (supports
Property) y nomination); City of Fairfield; City of Benicia
Tri City and County Uncinorporated Solano Land Trust; City of Fairfield; City of
Cooperative Planning Area|Solano County Solano Solanio County Vallejo; City of Benicia
Solano Land Trust; City of Fairfield; City of
Blue Ridge Hills (Vaca Uncinorporated Solano Solano County Vallejo; City of Benicia (Napa County

Mountains)

Solano County

Regional Park & Open Space District
supports this nomination)
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Unincorporated

Suisun Valley Solano County Solano Solano County
Friends of the Mark West Watershed,
Upper Mark West Unincorporated Sonoma Sotoyome Resource Department of Fish and Game, Sonoma
Watershed Sonoma County Conservation District County Water Agency, NASA, Monan's Rill
Institute
« Southern Sonoma County Resource
Conservation District
pottma Waloshed | Unincoporated | [Souer Sonoma Gy . Sovema Cout Agtulurl Preseaton
Southeastern Portion Sonoma County o pen Sp
District « Sonoma Land Trust
« Infineon
* USDA
Laguna de Santa Rosa Unincorporated Sonoma Laguna qe Santa Rosa Sonoma County Water Agency, City of Santa
Sonoma County Foundation Rosa
. Unincorporated Laguna de Santa Rosa Sonoma County Water Agency, City of Santa
Santa Rosa Plain Sonoma County Sonoma Foundation Rosa
Coastal Sonoma to Unincorporated .
Armstrong Redwoods Sonoma County Sonoma Save-the-Redwoods League |multiple
z;(:;nkMamh — Atascadero Unincorporated Sonoma Sonoma Land Trust Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
Watershed Sonoma County and Open Space District
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
Unincorporated and Open Space District, City of Sonoma,
Sonoma Baylands Sonoma County Sonoma Sonoma Land Trust Sonoma County Regional Parks Department,
and the San Francisco Bay Joint Venture
Unincorporated Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
The Cedars Sonoma County Sonoma Sonoma Land Trust and Open Space District
Unincorporated Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
Northern Mayacamas Sonoma County Sonoma Sonoma Land Trust and Open Space District
; Greg Carr, Sonoma County Permit and
Coastal Access and Unincorporated Sonoma (?ounty Agricultural Resource Management Department;
. Sonoma Preservation - "
Resource Protection Sonoma County and Open Space District Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma County Regional
pen Spi Parks Department
. Greg Carr, Sonoma County Permit and
Coastal Aariculture Unincorporated Sonoma g?::e"r:/aat?::my Agricultural Resource Management Department;
9 Sonoma County and Open Space District Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma County Regiona!
P p Parks Department
. Greg Carr, Sonoma County Permit and
Sonoma County Gatewa Unincorporated Sonoma g::;n:‘laag::nty Agricultural Resource Management Department;
v Sonoma County S Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma County Regional
and Open Space District
Parks Department
Tom Robinson, Sonoma County Agricuitural
Preservation and Open Space District; Greg
. Unincorporated Sonoma County Regional Carr, Sonoma County Permit and Resource
Russian River Access Sonoma County Sonoma Parks Department Management
Department; Wendy Eliot, Sonoma Land
Trust
Greg Carr, Sonoma County Permit and
Unincorporated Sonoma County Agricultural  jResource Management Department;
Sonoma Mountain P Sonoma Preservation Elizabeth Tyree, Sonoma County Regional

Sonoma County

and Open Space District

Parks Department, Wendy Eliot, Sonoma
Land Trust, David Goodison, City of Sonoma
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Association of Bay Area Governments
Serving the counties, cities and towns of the Bay Area since 1961

Search

About ABAG Communities & Environment

Service Programs

Priority Conservation Areas

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of agencies/organizations are eligible to apply for PCAs?

Cities, counties and park/open space districts are eligible to apply to ABAG for PCA
designation. Federal and state agencies, as well as non-profit organizations, are not
eligible to apply, but may work with local jurisdictions or park/open space districts to
encourage a PCA application to ABAG.

Is a PCA a land use designation? Does it change the local zoning
requirements or restrict development rights?

No. A PCA designation does not in any way change the land use status for a piece of
property. The local jurisdiction maintains planning and permitting authority over the
property and private property owners maintain their development rights.

Can PCAs be designated on private property?

Yes. Designation of a PCA on private property does not change the local land use
designation, zoning or the ability for the property to be developed in the future.

Is the PCA designation process also a grant program?

http://abag.ca.gov/priority/conservation/fags.html Ite2r412451/%0 15
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No. The PCA designation process creates a list of regionally-significant areas that have
the potential for conservation, restoration and public access. Specific projects within
these designated PCAs may be eligible for future funding.

\ho;t types of future funding sources would designated PCA’s qualify
or

The One Bay Area PCA Grant Program requires that all projects be located within a
designated PCA. Other sources of funding for natural landscapes, agricultural lands,
urban greening and regional recreation may or may not use the PCA designation in the
set of criteria for grant awards. It is possible that other grant funding sources, such as a
potential new state park bond, would also include PCA designation as part of the
evaluation criteria.

When will the next One Bay Area Grant Program start?

The first PCA grant program was launched in 2013. A new PCA grant program has not
been scheduled yet.

If a regional open space district nominates a PCA in a local jurisdiction
and it is approved, can the local jurisdiction use this PCA designation for
future grant applications?

Yes.

Does modifying an existing PCA boundary require that it go through the
designation process as if it was a new PCA?

The process of identifying designations and community benefits for existing PCAs
presents an ideal time to modify PCA boundaries. A two to three sentence request to
modify PCA boundaries and a clear description of the proposed boundary modification
should be included with the submission identifying the PCA category designation and
community benefits selection.

What city and county departments should be notified of new or existing
PCAs?

PCA notifications should be sent to county planning administrators and city planning
directors.

sociation of Bay Area Governments 101 Eighth St. Oakland CA 94607
64-7900 Contact Us
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