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What is a Sustainable Communities Strategy? 
Senate Bill 375 requires each of California’s 18 metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to 
include a sustainable communities strategy (SCS) in the regional transportation plan (RTP). The 
SCS sets forth a vision for regional growth that takes into account the region’s transportation, 
housing, environmental, and economic needs. The SCS is the blueprint for how each region intends 
to meet its greenhouse gas emissions reductions target.  Plan Bay Area, or PBA (the San Francisco 
Bay Area’s first SCS), is a long-range integrated transportation and land-use housing strategy for 
the region. Plan Bay Area was approved by the Association of Bay Area Governments’ (ABAG) 
Executive Board and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) in July 2013. 
 
MTC and ABAG’s Statutory Responsibilities under SB 375 
Created by the California state legislature in 1970, MTC is the federally-designated MPO and the 
state-designated regional transportation planning agency (RTPA) for the region.  
MTC is responsible for adopting the regional transportation plan and transportation improvement 
program for the nine-county Bay Area. ABAG, the region’s council of governments and regional 
planning agency, was formed under a joint powers agreement (JPA) in 1961. ABAG develops 
regional growth forecasts, identifies regional housing needs, addresses resilience and climate 
change, and conducts regional economic and land use research. 
 
What action does the legislation require with respect to a Sustainable Communities Strategy? 
Each of California’s MPOs must prepare a sustainable communities strategy as an integral part of 
its regional transportation plan.  Because MTC is the region’s MPO, SB 375 statutorily requires that 
MTC include a SCS in its RTP.  After adoption, the MPO must submit the SCS to the State Air 
Resources Board for review.     
 
What are MTC’s and ABAG’s responsibilities regarding preparation of information related to the SCS?  
As there are two separate regional planning, land use and transportation planning organizations in 
the Bay Area, SB 375 sets forth specific statutory responsibilities for MTC and ABAG regarding 
preparation of information related to the SCS.  The legislation states: 

Within the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, as defined by Section 
66502, the Association of Bay Area Governments shall be responsible for clauses (i), (ii), (iii), 
(v), and (vi), the Metropolitan Transportation Commission shall be responsible for clauses (iv) 
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and (viii); and the Association of Bay Area Governments and the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission shall jointly be responsible for clause (vii) of subparagraph (B). 

Figure 1 shows the respective agency’s statutory responsibilities regarding preparation of 
information related to the SCS. 

Figure 1. MTC and ABAG Designated Statutory Responsibilities Under SB 375 

ABAG Responsibilities  
Clause (i) identify the general location of uses, residential densities, and building intensities within the region   

Clause (ii) identify areas within the region sufficient to house all the population of the region, including all 
economic segments of the population, over the course of the planning period of the regional 
transportation plan taking into account net migration into the region, population growth, household 
formation and employment growth   

Clause (iii) identify areas within the region sufficient to house an eight-year projection of the regional housing 
need for the region pursuant to Section 65584  

Clause (v) gather and consider the best practically available scientific information regarding resource areas and 
farmland in the region as defined in subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 65080.01  

Clause (vi) consider the state housing goals specified in Sections 65580 and 65581  

 

MTC Responsibilities  
Clause (iv) identify a transportation network to service the transportation needs of the Region  

Clause (viii) allow the regional transportation plan to comply with Section 176 of the federal Clean Air Act (42 
U.S.C. Sec. 7506)  

 

Joint Responsibilities  
Clause (vii) set forth a forecasted development pattern for the region, which, when integrated with the 

transportation network, and other transportation measures and policies, will reduce the greenhouse 
gas emissions from automobiles and light trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible way to do so, the 
greenhouse gas emission reduction targets approved by the state board  

Source: Accompanying legislation from Senate Bill 375 
 

SB 375 and Local Land Use Control  
“(K) Neither a sustainable communities strategy nor an alternative planning strategy regulates the 
use of land, nor, except as provided by Section J (review of the SCS by the Air Resources Board), 
shall either one be subject to any state approval.  Nothing in a sustainable communities strategy 
shall be interpreted as superseding the exercise of land use authority of cities and counties within 
the region…Nothing in this section shall require a city’s or county’s land use policies and 
regulations, including its general plan, to be consistent with the regional transportation plan or an 
alternative planning strategy.” 
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