
 
LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 
Thursday, March 18, 2004 

Summary Minutes 
 

Members Present:  
Councilmember Desley Brooks, City of Oakland 
Councilmember Carole Dillon-Knutson, City of Novato 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, County of Alameda  
Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, County of San Mateo  
Mayor Julia Miller, City of Sunnyvale  
Councilmember Steve Rabinowitsh, City of Santa Rosa 
Mayor Ken Slavens, City of St. Helena 
Mayor Shelia Young, City of San Leandro  
 
Also Present:  
Patricia Jones – ABAG 
Kathleen Cha—ABAG 
Henry Gardner—ABAG 
Gerry Raycraft—ABAG  
Alex Amoroso—ABAG   
 
1.   Introductions:  Committee Chair, Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, opened the meeting at 
3:40 p.m. She welcomed the newly appointed Committee member, Mayor Ken Slavens, City of 
St. Helena.   
 
Under Open Agenda, Councilmember Desley Brooks asked that two bills on notification 
regarding release and placement of sexually violent predators (SVPs) be reviewed and 
positions taken. The Committee agreed to include AB 2450 (Canciamilla) Sexually Violent 
Predators-Notice and SB 1366 (Denham) Sexually Violent Predators—Conditional Release in 
the Committee’s bill review package. 
 
2.   Minutes:  January 15, 2004, minutes were approved, after a quorum was established. 
 
3.  Results of L&GO Annual Election:  Chair Rose Jacobs Gibson, San Mateo County Supervisor, and  
Vice Chair Maria Alegria, Pinole Councilmember, were unanimously re-elected for 2004-2005. 
 
4.  REPORT ON THE HOUSING ELEMENT WORKING GROUP:  
Alex Amoroso, ABAG Principal Planner, reported on proposals being developed by the Housing and 
Community Development Housing Element Working Group regarding reform of the housing element 
process and legislation being developed.  
 
Three priority areas have been identified and will be addressed in new legislation:   

1. The regional housing needs process and the methodology used to identify and allocate 
regional housing needs numbers;  
2. Performance based certification; and  
3. Incentives and enforcement.   

The Working Group’s specific recommendations, issues, and solutions proposed will drive the housing 
element reform being proposed in many bills, in particular AB 2158 (Lowenthal) Local Planning: 



Housing Elements and  SB 1818 (Ducheny and Hollingsworth) Density Bonuses, which are considered 
major placeholder bills for housing element reform.  
 
5.  REPORT FROM REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE REGARDING POLICIES 
RELATED TO INDIAN GAMING: 
Gerry Raycraft, ABAG Planning Director, briefed the Committee on a recommendation from ABAG 
Regional Planning Committee to L&GO to support the set of Indian Gaming policies adopted by the 
California State Association of Counties (CSAC), as well as recommend this support to the Executive 
Board. These are policies on Indian Gaming that seek to protect the interests of jurisdictions in regards 
to Indian Casinos and their impacts on local communities.  

Motion: Supervisor Scott Haggerty moved to support the set of Indian Gaming policies 
adopted by CSAC and recommend this support to the Executive Board; seconded by 
Mayor Shelia Young.  The motion was approved and it was agreed that L&GO would also 
monitor proposed legislation for its conformity to the CSAC policies. 

 
6.  Henry Gardner, ABAG Deputy Director, reported on meeting with Senator Tom Torlakson 
regarding proposed legislation: 
Senator Torlakson is considering proposing a bill (possibly SB 849) that would codify the ABAG-MTC 
Task force agreement and creation of a Joint Policy Committee. Senator Torlakson is requesting input 
from ABAG and MTC on ideas he has outlined in the draft bill.  Meetings to discuss this are in the 
process of being scheduled.   

 
7.  Review of Legislation: 2004 Legislative Session 
It was discussed that many of the housing and land use bills reviewed by the committee are in early 
stages of development and offer opportunities for the committee to weigh in on housing element process 
reform being proposed. The Committee recommended the following positions on bills proposed for 
consideration: 
Housing and Land Use bill category:  
AB 1970 (Harman) Land Use: Housing Element, Watch  
AB 2071 (Houston) Limitation of Actions: Construction Defects, Watch   
AB 2158 (Lowenthal) Local Planning: Housing Elements, Priority Watch 
AB 2264 (Chavez) General Plan:  Housing Element, Watch 
AB 2333 (Dutra) Construction Defect Actions, Watch 
AB 2348 (Mullin) Housing, Watch 
AB 2515 (Runner) Low-income Housing:  Military Base, Watch 
AB 2702 (Steinberg) Housing: Second Units, Watch  
AB 2980 (Salinas) Housing Element Self-Certification, Watch 
SB 1263 (Torlakson) Development Projects: Mandatory Approval, Watch    
SB 1404 (Soto) Multifamily Improvement Districts, Watch 
SB 1592 (Torlakson) Local Planning, Watch  
SB 1595 (Ducheny) State Housing Investment Trust Act of 2004, Watch 
SB 1818 (Ducheny and Hollingsworth) Density Bonuses, Priority Watch  
 
Local Government bill category: 
AB 2908 (Wolk) Metropolitan Transportation Commission: the recommendation was to change staff 
position of watch to Support, which was changed by the Executive Board to a watch position. 
AB 2817 (Salinas) Transportation Commissions and Authorities, Watch  
AB 2741 (Salinas) Metropolitan Transportation Commission, the recommendation was Watch. 
 
Handouts:  Informational summary of new housing and finance bills for future consideration 
 
8.  Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 



Next Meeting: May 20, 2004, 3:30 - 5 p.m., Joseph B. MetroCenter, ABAG Conference 
Room B 
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