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Cities need the state
as partner on housing

By Mark Evanoff

nion City's Station
District follows state
and regional policies to
focus new housing and com-
munity amenities around tran-
sit hubs, yet the California
Department of Finance is slow-
ing the development there of
market-rate housing, and the
property tax revenues it will
generate, by requiring the city
iormttsoomkm
ments to continue develop-
menl.
In 2000, Unioa City in col-
laboration with nine public
and extensive citizen
input created a vision to build
housing, job centers and com-
mumty facilities on vacant
lands surrounding the Union
City BART Station.
years later, more
than 812 housing units have
been built within close walking

The
with multiple safe paths to
BART. BART, buses and pas-
senger rail are being integrated
into one transit center.
Residents enjoy the beautiful
community and play-
ground. MidPen Housing’s
Station Center, consisting of 157
units of affordable housing,
just opened. Station Center
together with the Station Dis-
trict are finalists in the Urban
l,mdlnuitult’bGlobAlAﬂrds

At a time when we
need new housing,
new jobs and more
development around
transit, the state’s
requirements are
inhibiting the success
of this new

Station to the city for the Sta-
tion District. A private devel-
oper, who wants to build mar-
ket-rate housing next to BART,
cannot begin work because the
state is not allowing the land to

property is developed.
The state would help com-
munities like Union City if it
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