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September 3, 2013

Miriam Chion

Association of Bay Area Governments
P.0. Box 2050

Oakland, CA 94604

RE: Vu-Bang Nguyen as new Urban Habitat representative to RPC
Dear Miriam,

I'm writing this letter to recommend that Urban Habitat’s Associate Director of Land-
Use and Housing, Vu-Bang Nguyen, represent the organization on the Regional Policy
Committee. In light of my transition out of Urban Habitat, I feel that Mr. Nguyen best
represents the interests, commitment, and positioning of the organization at the RPC.
Mr. Nguyen has extensive experience in regional issues and has a strong network of
diverse constituencies that support him. [ have no doubt that he will be an instant
asset to the Committee.

Vu-Bang Nguyen holds a Masters in City & Regional Planning (emphasis in Community
Development and Land Use Planning) from the University of California, Berkeley,
where he also earned his B.A. in Architecture. He has worked for city planning
departments in San Jose, Oakland, Los Gatos, and Berkeley on several research projects,
including one for the San Jose Redevelopment Agency to augment community
engagement among San Jose’s Vietnamese American population. Vu-Bang has also
worked in the private sector as a Project Manager for a residential developer.

In his current capacity as site lead for the Great Communities Collaborative, Vu-Bang
facilitates several strategic planning efforts throughout the Bay Area in priority sites,
such as Fremont and East Palo Alto. He is a longstanding member of the American
Planning Association (APA) and the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP).

It has been a pleasure working with you and [ wish you all the best.

Sincerely,

Allen Fernandez Smith
President & CEO
Urban Habitat

1212 Broadway, Suite 500 Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 839-9510 e Fax: (510) 839-9610
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