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  ASSOCIATION  OF BAY  AREA GOVERNMENTS  

 Representing City and County Governments of the San Francisco Bay Area   

 
LEGISLATION SUMMARY 

2015 State Legislative Session 
Legislation & Governmental Organization Committee 

March 19, 2015 
 

New Bills: 
AB 90 (Speaker Toni Atkins D, San Diego)  Federal Housing Trust Fund. 

Introduced: 1/7/2015  

Status: 1/26/2015-Referred to Committee on Housing and Community Development   

Summary: Would designate the Department of Housing and Community Development as the state 

agency responsible for administering the federal Housing Trust Fund. The bill would require the 

department to administer the federal funds pursuant to the multifamily housing program, except that 

up to 10% of the funds may be appropriated by the Legislature to the CalHome Program. The bill 

would require the department to submit notifications with specified information relating to the 

distribution, awarding, and expenditure of the federal funds, as prescribed. This bill contains other 

existing laws.  

 

Existing law establishes the multifamily housing program under the administration of the Department 

of Housing and Community Development to provide a standardized set of program rules and features 

applicable to all housing types based on the department's California Housing Rehabilitation Program. 

Existing law also establishes the CalHome Program under the administration of the department to 

provide grants and loans to enable low- and very low income households to become or remain 

homeowners. This bill would designate the Department of Housing and Community Development as 

the state agency responsible for administering the federal Housing Trust Fund. The bill would require 

the department to administer the federal funds pursuant to the multifamily housing program, except 

that up to 10% of the funds may be appropriated by the Legislature to the CalHome Program. The 

bill would require the department to submit notifications with specified information relating to the 

distribution, awarding, and expenditure of the federal funds, as prescribed. This bill contains other 

existing laws.  (Based on text date 1/7/2015) 

Staff Recommendation: Support 

L&GO Position:  

 

AB 229 (Ling Ling Chang R, Ponona/Southern CA)   General plan: proposed public works. 

Introduced: 2/4/2015 

Status: 2/5/2015-From printer. May be heard in committee March 7.  

Summary: The Planning and Zoning Law requires a city, county, or city and county to adopt a 

comprehensive general plan that addresses a number of elements. If a general plan has been adopted, 

each county or city officer, department, board, or commission, as specified, is required to submit a 

list of proposed public works for the ensuing fiscal year. The agency receiving the list of proposed 

public works is required to prepare, as specified, a coordinated program of proposed public works for 

the ensuing fiscal year. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to these provisions.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

  

Item 11, Legislation Summary

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=2Blpe90WjEkfLeEHYQfrHYV2JGi8sj0ntoDy2MVrs%2fUROHMhLtHEKWCBce1D6P16
http://asmdc.org/speaker/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=wlmFfYgZVp1sK8m5Y4tu6jpziJ5Yg3G4U0wZLRQZNejPtL6DN8onNqBZhRw4zhJ7
https://ad55.assemblygop.com/
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AB 368 (Marc Steinorth R, Rancho Cucamonga/Southern CA) Community redevelopment. 

Introduced: 2/17/2015 

Status: 2/17/2015-Read first time. To print.  

Summary: Current law relating to redevelopment agencies provides for specified payments with 

respect to development project areas. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to those 

provisions.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

AB 369 ((Marc Steinorth R, Rancho Cucamonga/Southern CA) Local government. 

Introduced: 2/17/2015 

Status: 2/17/2015-Read first time. To print.  

Summary: The Planning and Zoning Law establishes in each city and county a planning agency with 

the powers necessary to carry out the purposes of that law. Current law sets forth the Legislature's 

findings and declarations regarding the availability of affordable housing throughout the state. This 

bill would make nonsubstantive changes to those findings and declarations.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

AB 1368, (Catharine Baker D, San Ramon, Dublin) Housing element: discharged military 

personnel. 

Introduced: 2/27/2015 

Status: 3/2/2015-Read first time. To Print. 

Summary: Existing law, the Planning and Zoning Law, requires every city, county revise the 

housing element of its general plan as frequently as is appropriate, but not less than every five years, 

to reflect the results of the periodic review of the housing element. Existing law requires the 

department, based upon data provided by the Department of Finance and in consultation with each 

council of government (COG), to determine the regional share of the statewide housing need for the 

subsequent revisions to the housing element.  

 

In addition, this bill would authorize a person discharged from service in the United States military to 

file his or her Department of Defense Certificate of Release or Discharge From Active Duty (DD 

214) with the county recorder of his or her place of residence, and would require that the city or 

county in which the person resides be credited with the production of a new housing unit for the 

2014-22 regional housing needs assessment cycle. By imposing additional duties upon local 

agencies, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

SB 113 Galgiani D, San Joaquin County)   Disaster Preparedness and Flood Prevention 

Bond Act of 2006. 

Introduced: 1/13/2015 

Status: 2/5/2015-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.  

Summary: The Disaster Preparedness and Flood Prevention Bond Act of 2006 authorizes bonds in 

the amount of $4,090,000,000 for the purposes of financing disaster preparedness and flood 

prevention projects. Funds provided by the act are only available for appropriation until July 1, 2016, 

and at that time the amount of indebtedness authorized by the act is reduced by the amount of funds 

that have not been appropriated. This bill would remove the restriction that the funds are available for 

appropriation only until July 1, 2016.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

Item 11, Legislation Summary

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=FQPty9omWRZ1NkJh89QA%2fSDzVYY0vbjAOIMSAgFKYteeXDqNJQThDv7cCauLO9sQ
http://ad40.asmrc.org/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=VWdQTPZLp2X6r7w4pXe2vxywNba76k3Gmn5n0%2b1hmSJ7uLtvssNd9Hv%2fpjBWuY%2bD
http://ad40.asmrc.org/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=I%2bi%2fr3h370gVwcT8zPJrP2ZFFTVYOnpTBzr7r%2fXkAZANSTTeQRcn1uhBZ43dTipW
http://sd05.senate.ca.gov/
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SB 127(Andy Vidak R, Corcoran/Southern CA)   Environmental quality: Water Quality, 

Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014. 

Introduced: 1/20/2015 

Status: 2/5/2015-Referred to Coms. on E.Q. and JUD.  

Summary: CEQA establishes a procedure by which a person may seek judicial review of the 

decision of the lead agency made pursuant to CEQA and a procedure for the preparation and 

certification of the record of proceedings upon the filing of an action or proceeding challenging a 

lead agency's action on the grounds of noncompliance with CEQA. This bill would require the public 

agency, in certifying the environmental impact report and in granting approvals for projects funded, 

in whole or in part, by Proposition 1, including the concurrent preparation of the record of 

proceedings and the certification of the record of proceeding within 5 days of the filing of a specified 

notice, to comply with specified procedures.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

SB 602 (Bill Monning D, Santa Cruz)  Seismic safety: California Earthquake Authority. 

Introduced: 2/27/2015 

Status: 3/2/2015-Read first time.  

Summary: Current law provides that a public purpose will be served by a voluntary contractual 

assessment program that provides the legislative body of a public agency with the authority to 

finance the installation of seismic strengthening improvements that are permanently fixed to 

residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, or other real property. For purposes of financing the 

installation of seismic strengthening improvements, "public agency" means a city, county, or city and 

county. This bill would include the California Earthquake Authority as part of the definition of 

"public agency" for this purpose. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 
 

Bills Reviewed in January: 
AB 2 (Luis Alejo D, Monterey County)   Community revitalization authority. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 12/2/2014-From printer. May be heard in committee January 1.  

Summary: Would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would authorize certain 

local agencies to form a community revitalization authority within a community revitalization and 

investment area, as defined, to carry out provisions of the Community Redevelopment Law in that 

area for purposes related to, among other things, infrastructure, affordable housing, and economic 

revitalization, and to provide for the financing of these activities by, among other things, the issuance 

of bonds serviced by tax increment revenues. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

AB 18 (Bill Dodd D, Napa & Solano County)  Disaster relief: South Napa Earthquake. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 1/16/2015-Referred to Committee on Governmental Organization 

Summary: The California Disaster Assistance Act generally provides that the state share for disaster 

project allocations to local agencies is no more than 75% of total state eligible costs, except for 

specified events for which the state share is up to 100% of state eligible costs. This bill would add the 

August 24, 2014, South Napa Earthquake, to the list of events for which the state share of state 

eligible cost is up to 100% and exempt the county from a specified planning requirement as a 

condition of receiving this level of assistance. 

Staff Recommendation: Support 

L&GO Position: 

Item 11, Legislation Summary

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=BikApdpCvGwgbmBxzR%2bisgkrrhVw590cGXh%2fZ66TFbkhhSbbgjgmwrSBYd7gRSbE
http://district14.cssrc.us/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=cK3OKPirWA2GgaBX53rdMlLEsZTNCL9j3rGjYMIzv4f%2bj7HVWj9PzjxjLqLAWWpe
http://sd17.senate.ca.gov/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=VtOdb10F2uJ3jIydRzho2nMvv4Q0oXhXU9dZhhVkkh6Z0EZKtLKTenMRC0O7yLXt
http://asmdc.org/members/a30/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=xm4yPNzKAPx%2bV1FvMdgnuJ7dXkKTSggj%2fA09%2fyuNDLyHJulyZyTr%2fYvaohyOO7Qw
http://asmdc.org/members/a04/
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AB 21 (Henry Perea D, Fresno County)   California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: 

emissions limit: scoping plan. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 1/16/2015-Referred to Committee on Natural Resources 

Summary: Would require the State Air Resources Board, no later than January 1, 2018, to 

recommend to the Governor and the Legislature a specific target of statewide emissions reductions 

for 2030 to be accomplished in a cost-effective manner. This bill contains other related provisions 

and other existing laws. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

AB 23 (Jim Patterson R, Fresno County)   California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: 

market-based compliance mechanisms: exemption. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 1/16/2015-Referred to Committee on Natural Resources  

Summary: The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 authorizes the State Air 

Resources Board to include the use of market-based compliance mechanisms. Current state board 

regulations require specified entities to comply with a market-based compliance mechanism 

beginning January 1, 2013, and require additional specified entities to comply with that market-based 

compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2015. This bill would instead exempt those categories 

of persons or entities that did not have a compliance obligation, as defined, under a market-based 

compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, from being subject to that market-based 

compliance mechanism through December 31, 2020.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

AB 35 (David Chiu D, San Francisco and Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins)   Low income 

Housing Tax Credit  

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Last Amend: 3/2/2015 

Status: 3/3/2015-Re-referred to Com. on REV.& TAX.  

Summary: Current law establishes a low-income housing tax credit program pursuant to which the 

California Tax Credit Allocation Committee provides procedures and requirements for the allocation 

of state insurance, income, and corporation tax credit amounts among low-income housing projects 

based on federal law. This bill, for calendar years beginning 2015, would increase the aggregate 

housing credit dollar amount that may be allocated among low-income housing projects by 

$300,000,000, as specified. This bill contains other related provisions. 

Staff Recommendation: Support 

L&GO Position:  

 

AB 40 (Philip Ting D, San Francisco) Golden Gate Bridge: sidewalk fees. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 1/22/2015-Referred to Committee on Transportation. 

Summary: Current law establishes bridge and highway districts and various regional transportation 

authorities and transit districts, including the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation 

District, and prescribes the powers and duties of the district, including the power to fix and collect all 

tolls for the use of the district's property. This bill would prohibit the district from fixing or collecting 

any tolls or access fees for pedestrian and bicyclist use of the Golden Gate Bridge sidewalks. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

Item 11, Legislation Summary

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=mqrpisAWsAId8vuvySWe82kC%2f7d846rgC1tTAHsZ8zcd9ZHHmjsmgC3l6Ei%2fvzom
http://asmdc.org/members/a31/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=4TBHy6i%2fxhhjCqwyojjn2TJaeVxRkPdfYge%2f10SHps6b4lhY9IPAiU02O6OKzBbK
https://ad23.assemblygop.com/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=8EKT6cM7Az8wsf5hBavK8l3yWVHWJ8upcDdWK6FaUj6te1s6vdlvE9TqRd1HpYCn
http://asmdc.org/members/a17/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=URRcKz0Bhb%2fpWzRl%2buUi3tO6qtmnYFx5y5N8x6%2bbiDDg6JC%2btxlw1x9YyMIHSX1j
http://asmdc.org/members/a19/
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AB 45 (Kevin Mullin D, San Mateo County)   Household hazardous waste. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 12/2/2014-From printer. May be heard in committee January 1.  

Summary: Would express the Legislature's intent to enact legislation that would establish curbside 

household hazardous waste collection programs, door-to-door household hazardous waste collection 

programs, and household hazardous waste residential pickup services as the principal means of 

collecting household hazardous waste and diverting it from California's landfills and waterways. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 
 

AB 57 (Bill Quirk D, Alameda County)   Broadband communications infrastructure. 

Introduced: 12/2/2014 

Status: 1/5/2015-Read first time. 

Summary: Would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to promote the deployment 

of communications infrastructure by removing barriers to investment. This bill contains other 

existing laws. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position: 

 

SB 1 (Beth Gaines R, Folsom County)   California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: 

market-based compliance mechanisms: exemption. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 3/3/2015-Set for hearing March 18. 

Summary: The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 authorizes the State Air 

Resources Board to include the use of market-based compliance mechanisms. Current state board 

regulations require specified entities to comply with a market-based compliance mechanism 

beginning January 1, 2013, and require additional specified entities to comply with that market-based 

compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2015. This bill instead would exempt categories of 

persons or entities that did not have a compliance obligation, as defined, under a market-based 

compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, from being subject to that market-based 

compliance mechanism.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

SB 3 (Mark Leno D, San Francisco)   Minimum wage: adjustment. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 1/15/2015-Referred to Com. on L. & I.R. 
Summary: Would increase the minimum wage, on and after January 1, 2016, to not less than $11 

per hour, on and after July 1, 2017, to not less than $13 per hour. The bill would require the annual 

automatic adjustment of the minimum wage, commencing January 1, 2019, to maintain employee 

purchasing power diminished by the rate of inflation during the previous year. The adjustment would 

be calculated using the California Consumer Price Index, as specified. The bill would prohibit the 

Industrial Welfare Commission (IWC) from adjusting the minimum wage downward and from 

adjusting the minimum wage if the average percentage of inflation for the previous year was 

negative.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

SB 5 (Andy Vidak R, Kings County/ San Joaquin Valley) California Global Warming Solutions 

Act of 2006: market-based compliance mechanisms: exemption. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 3/3/2015-Set for hearing March 18.  

Item 11, Legislation Summary

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=9CkKV2F%2f3CTWR0PZwlE6szR6ue4vzcCK2UwEs1FBhXZk5WMGWxoUpPzvYGmZ6e2i
http://asmdc.org/members/a22/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=B%2fcjaOa7YW16PcmMHwlaOq7x9GkpkOa15x9l5r5v%2fgobXfyLLozvYGQ%2fbC4pMaUl
http://asmdc.org/members/a20/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=GQdhTZOC3yz%2bI277svjMoToFN2Sx%2bTYhepHFHJq%2fU%2f8Y7Ipt8I59XQsTgCUPlpru
http://district1.cssrc.us/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=Iov3az45cJkI3ARxogNKOPybuEhBToHnJKGThCh1TcsWbryEwbbqqwYZWORX9qv6
http://sd11.senate.ca.gov/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=MIWG2pBUHeIOGymc%2b%2bi4ecnP5DIV5FBt1m94vUl%2beFZj6rU5lKZVKSLcv6JXne7%2b
http://district14.cssrc.us/
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Summary: Under the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, current State Air Resources 

Board regulations require specified entities to comply with a market-based compliance mechanism 

beginning January 1, 2013, and require additional specified entities to comply with that market-based 

compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2015. This bill instead would exempt categories of 

persons or entities that did not have a compliance obligation, as defined, under a market-based 

compliance mechanism beginning January 1, 2013, from being subject to that market-based 

compliance mechanism through December 31, 2020. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

SB 7 (Lois Wolk D, Contra Costa County)   Housing: water meters: multiunit structures. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 12/2/2014-From printer. May be acted upon on or after January 1.  

Summary: Would express the intent of the Legislature to encourage the conservation of water in 

multifamily residential rental buildings through means either within the landlord's or the tenant's 

control, and to ensure that the practices involving the submetering of dwelling units for water service 

are just and reasonable, and include appropriate safeguards for both tenants and landlords. This bill 

contains other related provisions and other existing laws. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

SB 35 (Lois Wolk D, Contra Costa County)   Income and corporation taxes: deductions: 

disaster relief: Counties of Napa, Solano, and Sonoma. 

Introduced: 12/1/2014 

Status: 1/15/2015-Referred to Committee on Transportation and Housing.  
Summary: The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law allow a taxpayer to elect to 

deduct specified disaster losses on the return for the taxable year preceding the taxable year in which 

the disaster occurred. This bill would extend these provisions to losses sustained in the Counties of 

Napa, Solano, and Sonoma as a result of the earthquake that occurred in August 2014 for which the 

Governor proclaimed a state of emergency. This bill contains other related provisions. 

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

 

SB 45 (Tony Mendoza D, Southern California)   Economic development. 

Introduced: 12/12/2014 

Status: 1/15/2015-Referred to Committee on Rules  
Summary: Current law provides for various economic development programs throughout the state 

that foster community sustainability and community and economic development. Current law also 

authorizes local agencies to finance the purchase, construction, expansion, improvement, or 

rehabilitation of certain types of facilities. This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact 

legislation that would authorize local governmental entities to use tax increment financing for the 

development of economic planning, infrastructure, and educational facilities.  

Staff Recommendation: Watch 

L&GO Position:  

Item 11, Legislation Summary

http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=UJCZYzgH2fqYjean3QgI486jd8dHxthuVjgAjfCADNVDO3fA5hJRuelfsEtmW%2bE%2b
http://sd03.senate.ca.gov/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=dluj18ICkQDdb8zh0Cozi%2bACJBU0viOJyIm7HGANwy8vqTVhOsNx%2fKhJOuuiQLCU
http://sd03.senate.ca.gov/
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=46c9o5qj6Imn%2fEKWrTn0ShvzZbBOOOCJU0LOqeZ4AtvcI9izeTllBgaey51f%2fI5r
http://sd32.senate.ca.gov/



