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Introduction 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay is a small city in San Mateo County, California.  It was incorporated 
as a General Law City in 1959.  It provides general administration, planning, engineering and 
public works services, a wastewater treatment plant, police department, and parks and 
recreations services to a population of approximately 13,371.  The City is 6.3 square miles in 
area and is approximately 7 miles long and a little less than a mile wide.  It is located on the 
Pacific Cost 25 miles south of San Francisco.  The City’s adopted budget for Fiscal Year 2010-
11 provides for 31.8 employees.  Fire Services are proved by the San Mateo County Coastside 
Fire District.  Sewer and Water services are also supplied by separate districts.  A map of the 
City’s jurisdictional boundary is provided in Exhibit A.           
 
The Regional Planning Process 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay participated in various ABAG workshops and meetings, including: 
 

 ABAG Building Officials Workshop July 21, 2009  
 ABAG Strategies Workshop December 15, 2009 

 
For more information on these meetings and for rosters of attendees, please see Appendix A and 
H in the ABAG Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 2010 (MJ-LHMP).  In 
addition, the City of Half Moon Bay has provided written and oral comments on the multi-
jurisdictional plan and provided information on facilities that are defined as “critical” to ABAG.   
 
The Local Planning Process 
 
Representatives from multiple City departments met on a regular basis to identify and prioritize 
appropriate mitigation strategies.  Personnel involved in these meetings included senior 
management and staff from the police department, planning and engineering, and public works.  
Cal Fire and the District Coordinator representing the San Mateo County Office of Emergency 
Services also participated in the preparation of this plan.  Each person was responsible for 
communicating existing efforts and thoughts on appropriate future action in their area of 
expertise.   
 
Representatives from Public Works, Planning and Engineering provided invaluable insight on 
the City’s ability to provide emergency services in the face of a disaster.  Issues involving 
transportation, facilities, traffic, drainage systems, flooding and sewer systems were discussed.  
 
At the first meeting, general priorities and appropriate departments were identified.  Subsequent 
meetings identified mitigation strategies, prioritized said strategies, and reviewed preliminary 
budgets and potential funding sources for strategies designated as “High” priority for City-
owned-and-operated facilities. 
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Process for Updating Plan Sections 
 
Planning Process – City staff began the update process by reviewing the 2005 Plan.  Staff then 
researched City records in order to provide new information on hazards and susceptibility within 
the city.  The updates also incorporated the new ABAG data on hazard susceptibility and the 
2010 planning process.  The City included any additional occurrences of natural hazards since 
the last plan and updated the risk assessment with new data from ABAG.     
 
Plan Maintenance Process – The planning team decided that a major update was not necessary 
because most of the information was still accurate and up to date. Only minor changes were 
made to this section.  City staff determined that this approach applied locally as well.  
 
Hazard and Risk Assessment – ABAG updated the hazard maps used in the original LHMP 
based on the input of the local regional agencies.  Maps that were updated include:  

 Liquefaction susceptibility 
 Tsunami evacuation planning 
 FEMA flood hazard areas 
 Fire Threat 
 Sea level rise (new map for LHMP) 

This information was incorporated in the Half Moon Bay 2011 Annex and will be used to update 
the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan.  
 
Mitigation Strategies – Mitigation strategies and regional mitigation priorities were updated with 
input from the entire planning team.  All mitigation strategies and regional mitigation priorities 
relevant to the City of Half Moon Bay were incorporated into HMB Annex 2011.   
 
Review of Existing Programs, Policies, and Technical Documents 
 
There were a variety of reports, documents and plans specific to Half Moon Bay that were 
reviewed in preparation of this plan.  These documents were not included in the ABAG Plan 
(http://quake.abag.ca.gov/wp-content/documents/ThePlan-A-2010.pdfpage12).  Documents 
specific to the City of Half Moon Bay included: 
 

General Plan Safety Element Hazard Assessment/Mitigation Strategies 
Local Coastal Program Chapter f Hazard Assessment/Mitigation Strategies 
Master Traffic Resolution   Mitigation Strategies 
Highway 1 Traffic Safety and Congestion Mitigation 
Plan – 2009 

Mitigation Strategies 

Traffic Impact Study for Coastside Senior Adult Center 
(925 Main Street) – 2010 

Mitigation Strategies 

Traffic Study for Yep Subdivision (940 Main Street) – 
2008 

Mitigation Strategies 

Traffic Impact Study for Cabrillo Corners (South-east 
corner of Highway 1/92) – 2008 
 

Mitigation Strategies 

Highway 1/Terrace Avenue Signalization and Mitigation Strategies 
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Roadway Improvement Study – 2006 
Traffic Study for Kelly/Main Street mixed-use 
development – January 2006 

Mitigation Strategies 

Caltrans Bridge Inspection Records Information 
System reports 

Mitigation Strategies 

 
 
Public Meetings 
Opportunity for public comments on the DRAFT mitigation strategies was provided at a publicly 
televised meeting on April 20, 2010.  The draft mitigation strategies were also published on the 
City of Half Moon Bay’s website for public viewing and comment.  No public comments were 
received from either the meeting or the internet posting.  Copies of the April 20, 2010, staff 
report and website posting are attached under Exhibit B.  The City will consider alternate 
methods of reaching the public that will be more effective in achieving public participation.  It is 
suggested that future updates include public announcements at two separate regularly scheduled 
City Council meetings, and announce the City’s desire to seek input in the local newspaper and 
on the City’s website.      
 
The City Council will adopt the plan in a public meeting via an official Resolution upon approval 
by FEMA. The mitigation strategies will become an implementation appendix of the Safety 
Element of the City of Half Moon Bay’s General Plan. 
 
Hazards Assessment 
 
The ABAG Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, to which this is an annex, lists 
nine hazards that impact the Bay Area, five related to earthquakes (faulting, shaking, earthquake-
induced landslides, liquefaction, and tsunamis) and four related to weather (flooding, landslides, 
wildfires, and drought). Maps of these hazards and risks are shown on the ABAG website at 
http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/.   
 
The City of Half Moon Bay ranked the hazards based on a review of the General Plan Safety 
Element, Chapter 4 Hazards of the Local Coastal Program and the knowledge and expertise of 
the City’s team.   
 
The City’s team discussed the potential hazards and concluded that flooding (due to Tsunami), 
wildfire, and landslides pose a risk for potential loss.  The threat of Tsunami exists in many 
coastal communities.  Less than 20% of the City of Half Moon Bay’s population and only one 
City-owned bridge are located within the Inundation Zone.  There are no other critical facilities 
within the Inundation Zone.  Large bluffs along the City’s shoreline (over 30’ in most areas) 
provide protection mitigating the threat of Tsunami.   
 
Local Coastal Program policies are applied at the time a development proposal is submitted for 
approval.  The Planning Department reviews proposals for compliance with LCP policies and 
recommends the appropriate action to approve, approve with conditions or deny the proposed 
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development with input from City Engineering, Public Works, and Police Departments, and the 
Fire District.    
 
There are no known active faults in the City of Half Moon Bay.  While surface faults are not 
present, earthquake hazard could cause dam failure upstream that would result in flooding 
Pilarcitos Creek.  The City of Half Moon Bay is close to the San Andreas Fault.  In an 
earthquake, there is potential for major ground shaking.   
 
The City of Half Moon Bay does not face any natural disasters not listed in the ABAG multi-
jurisdictional plan and no new hazards have been identified by the City of Half Moon Bay since 
the original development of this plan in 2005.    
 
While the City of Half Moon Bay has undertaken a number of general hazard mapping activities 
since the first Safety Element was prepared by the City of Half Moon Bay, all of these maps are 
less detailed and are not as current as those shown on the ABAG website at 
http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/.    

 
Past Occurrences of Disasters (natural and human-induced) 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay has experienced a number of different disasters over the last 50 
years, including earthquakes, floods, droughts, energy shortages, landslides, and severe storms.   
 
More information on State and Federally declared disasters can be found at 
http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/ThePlan-D-Version-December09.pdf 
 
Locally significant incidents that have impacted San Mateo County in the last several years 
include: 
 

 1984 – Flooding due to a severe storm damaged the seawall at Mirada Road and 
Pilarcitos Creek Trail. 

  
 April 2006 – Devil’s Slide, State Route 1 was shut down for over five months due to 

erosion.   State Route 1 is the primary coastside roadway linking the northern and 
southern parts of San Mateo County.  The closure resulted in the rerouting of vehicular 
traffic for the period of closure.   State, County, and local agencies were impacted by this 
event.  

 
 November 2009 – Mehserle Shooting/sentencing.  Civil Disturbance.  City of Oakland 

activated their EOC.  Per mutual aid agreements, San Mateo County law enforcement 
agencies provided assistance.  

 
 February 27, 2010 – Chile Earthquake/Tsunami.  State EOC activated.  San Mateo 

County EOC monitored situation. 
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 September 9, 2010 – San Bruno/Glenview Fire.  A Pacific Gas and Electric gas line 
exploded in a residential neighborhood causing multiple deaths and the destruction of 
many homes.   The Acting Governor of the State of California declared a State of 
Emergency.  Hundreds of personnel representing local, county, and state entities 
responded per mutual aid agreements/protocols.      

 
Risk Assessment 
 
Urban Land Exposure 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay examined the hazard exposure of City of Half Moon Bay urban land 
based on information in ABAG’s website at 
http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/pickdbh2.html.  The “2005 Existing Land Use with 2009 
Mapping” file was used for this evaluation (in the existing plan, the file used was “Existing Land 
Use in 2000”).  
 
Potential risks in the City of Half Moon Bay differ from many other cities in the Bay Area.  Land 
use is less dense and there are no rail or transit systems.  Situated on the coast, the City is 
exposed to coastal issues including the threat of Tsunami and erosion.   
 
Whether it is a natural or manmade disaster, one of the most significant potential issues effecting 
Half Moon Bay is isolation.  There are only two roadways providing egress and ingress (SR 92 
and Hwy 1).  Traffic collisions and erosion problems frequently result in the temporary closure 
of these two-lane roadways.  A significant event could close both highways for a sustained 
period essentially isolating the City from outside emergency help.        
 
In general, the hazard exposure of the City of Half Moon Bay has remained unchanged over 
the past five years.   There has been no change in the acres of urban land in the 100 year 
flood zone over 5 years.  This is partly due to the fact that FEMA digital flood insurance rate 
maps have not been updated for San Mateo County since the last LHMP.  Table 1 describes the 
exposure of urban land within the City of Half Moon Bay to the various hazards: 
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Table 1: Exposure (acres of urban land) 

Hazard Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year 
2010 

Change

Total Acres of Urban Land 2,378 2,378 0 
Earthquake Faulting (within CGS zone) 0 0 0 
Earthquake Shaking (within highest two shaking 
categories) 

2,019 2,003 (16) 

Earthquake-Induced Landslides (within CGS 
study zone) 

0 0 0 

Liquefaction (within moderate, high, or very 
high liquefaction susceptibility 

1,342 1,226 (116) 

Flooding1 (within 100 year floodplain) 2 13 11 
Flooding (within 500 year floodplain) 8 6 (2) 
Landslides (within areas of existing landslides) 61 61 0 
Wildfire (subject to high, very high, or extreme 
wildfire threat)2 

123 92 (31) 

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Threat 1,773 1,815 42 
Dam Inundation (within inundation zone) 168 176 8 
Sea Level Rise3 not applicable 
Tsunamis4 (within inundation area) not applicable 
Drought5 - - - 

 
                                                 
1 New digital FEMA mapping provides more accurate accounting of properties with structures in the 
floodplain.    
2 The decrease is due to better and more accurate mapping. 
3 The sea level rise map is not a hazard map. It is not appropriate to assess infrastructure exposure to sea 
level rise. 
4 Tsunami evacuation planning maps were not available inside the San Francisco Bay in 2005. This map 
became available in December 2009. Acres of exposed land are not an appropriate analysis for this 
hazard. It should be noted that this map is not a hazard map and should be used for evacuation planning 
purposes only. The inundation line represents the highest inundation at any particular location from a 
suite of tsunami sources. It is not representative of any single tsunami. 
5 The entire area of the City of Half Moon Bay is subject to drought.  

 
Infrastructure Exposure 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay also examined the hazard exposure of infrastructure within the 
jurisdiction based on the information on ABAG’s website at 
http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/pickdbh2.html.  Of the 57 miles of roadway in the City 
of Half Moon Bay, Table 2 identifies roadway exposure to the various hazards analyzed:  
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Table 2: Exposure (miles of infrastructure) 
Roadway Transit Rail 

Hazard Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year
2010 

Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year
2010 

Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year
2010 

Total Miles of Infrastructure 57 57 0 0 0 0 
Earthquake Shaking (within highest 
two shaking categories) 

56 55 0 0 0 0 

Liquefaction Susceptibility (within 
moderate, high, or very high 
liquefaction susceptibility 

34 33 0 0 0 0 

Liquefaction Hazard (within CGS 
study zone)1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Earthquake-Induced Landslides 
(within CGS study zone)2 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Earthquake Faulting (within CGS 
zone) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Flooding (within 100 year floodplain) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Flooding (within 500 year floodplain) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Landslides (within areas of existing 
landslides) 

3 3 0 0 0 0 

Wildfires (subject to high, very high, 
or extreme wildfire threat) 

3 2 0 0 0 0 

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Threat 47 49 0 0 0 0 
Dam Inundation (within inundation 
zone) 

4 4 0 0 0 0 

Sea Level Rise3 not applicable 
Tsunamis4  not applicable 
Drought5 not applicable 
                                                 
1 The California Geological Survey has not yet mapped the coastal areas of San Mateo County. 
2 The California Geological Survey has not yet mapped the coastal area of San Mateo County. 
3 The sea level rise map is not a hazard map. It is not appropriate to assess infrastructure exposure to sea 
level rise. 
4 Tsunami evacuation planning maps were not available inside the San Francisco Bay in 2005. This map 
became available in December 2009. Miles of exposed infrastructure is not an appropriate analysis for 
this hazard. It should be noted that this map is not a hazard map and should be used for evacuation 
planning purposes only. The inundation line represents the highest inundation at any particular location 
from a suite of tsunami sources. It is not representative of any single tsunami. 
5 Drought is not a hazard for roadways. 
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Exposure of City of Half Moon Bay-Owned Critical Facilities, Bridges and 
Interchanges, Plus Critical Healthcare Facilities and Schools 
  
The City of Half Moon Bay examined the hazard exposure of critical health care facilities and 
schools located within the City of Half Moon Bay, based on the information on ABAG’s website 
at http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/pickcrit2010.html.  The City of Half Moon Bay 
provided a list of the critical facilities it owns to ABAG.  ABAG provided a detailed assessment 
of the hazard exposure of each of its facilities.  Table 3 identifies the number of facilities is 
exposed to the various hazards analyzed: 
 
 

Table 3: Exposure (number of facility types) 

Hospitals Schools 
Locally owned 

critical 
facilities 

Locally owned 
bridges and 
interchanges 

Hazard Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year
2010 

Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year
2010 

Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year 
2010 

Plan 
Year 
2005 

Plan 
Year 
2010 

Total Number of Facilities1 0 0 3 8 12 12 3 1 
Earthquake Shaking 
(within highest two 
shaking categories) 

0 0 3 8 12 9 3 1 

Liquefaction Susceptibility 
(within moderate, high, or 
very high liquefaction 
susceptibility 

0 0 2 7 11 8 3 1 

Liquefaction Hazard 
(within CGS study zone) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Earthquake-Induced 
Landslides (within CGS 
study zone)2 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Earthquake Faulting 
(within CGS zone) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Flooding (within 100 year 
floodplain) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Flooding (within 500 year 
floodplain) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Landslides (within areas of 
existing landslides) 

0 0 3 8 12 9 3 1 

Wildfires (subject to high, 
very high, or extreme 
wildfire threat) 

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 
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Wildland-Urban Interface 
Fire Threat 

0 0 3 7 11 9 2 1 

Dam Inundation 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Sea Level Rise (exposed to 
16in sea level rise)3 

- 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 

Sea Level Rise (exposed to 
55in sea level rise)4 

- 0 - 0 - 0 - 0 

Tsunamis5 (within 
inundation area) 

- - - - - - - - 

Drought6 - - - - - - - - 
 
                                                 
 
1 Plan year 2005 did not include continuation schools or “other” category for number of schools.  
2The California Geological Survey has not yet completely mapped the San Francisco Bay Area.  
3 Sea level rise data was not available in 2005 
4 Sea level rise data was not available in 2005 
5 It should be noted that this map is not a hazard map and should be used for evacuation planning purposes only. The 
inundation line represents the highest inundation at any particular location from a suite of tsunami sources. It is not 
representative of any single tsunami. 
6 Drought will not affect locally owned facilities directly. 
 
Repetitive Loss Properties 
There are no repetitive loss properties in the City of Half Moon Bay.  This is based on a review 
of the relevant chart found at http://quake.abag.ca.gov/mitigation/pickflood.html.   
 
Other risks 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay plans to continue to work with ABAG to improve the risk 
assessment information being compiled by ABAG, including: 

 Developing ways to assess how many soft-story buildings are located in the City.  This is 
addressed in On-going Mitigation Strategies:  Conduct an inventory of privately owned 
existing or suspected soft-story residential, commercial and industrial structures as a first 
step in establishing voluntary or mandatory programs for retrofitting these buildings 
(HSNG-c-4, ECON-b-4).    

 Developing specific information about the kind and level of damage to buildings, 
infrastructure, and critical facilities which might result from any of the hazards 
previously noted. 

 
National Flood Insurance Program  
 
The City of Half Moon Bay has participated in the National Flood Insurance Program since 
1986.  The City has a floodplain management program regulated by local ordinance adopted in 
2002.  The City has a Tsunami Evacuation Plan. The City of Half Moon Bay does not participate 
in the Community Rating System. 
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Mitigation Goals and Objectives 
 
The goal of the ABAG MJ-LHMP is to maintain and enhance a disaster-resistant region by 
reducing the potential for loss of life, property damage, and environmental degradation from 
natural disasters, while accelerating economic recovery when they occur.  This goal is 
unchanged from the 2005 plan and continues to be the goal of the City of Half Moon Bay in 
designing its mitigation program. 
 
Additionally, the City has the specific objective of reducing the number of public and private 
buildings within the City that are vulnerable to the effects of earthquakes, flood and wildfire. 
 
Mitigation Activities and Priorities 
 
Evaluation of Progress from 2005 Plan 
 
In 2005, mitigation actions and priorities were identified.  The following list reflects several of 
the strategies identified, along with responsible party and action taken. 
 
Government b-14, b-15:  During 2005, the City of Half Moon Bay worked closely with the 
County Office of Emergency Services to install two tsunami sirens within the City Limits.  This 
also included updating the City’s tsunami evacuation plan and organizing the various 
governmental and non-governmental agencies on the coast side to enhance Half Moon Bay’s 
collective response to a tsunami incident.  The City also held two tsunami tabletop exercises 
which were facilitated by the County Office of Emergency Services, City Staff, allied agencies, 
the business community, and the public.   
 
Government b-22:  During 2008, the City established an emergency telephone notification 
system (Rapid Notify) to increase communication with the public and other city staff during 
emergency and non-emergency situations.   
 
Government b-17:  The City of Half Moon Bay partnered with NOAA (weather service) to 
obtain tsunami ready certification.  To obtain certification, the City passed an audit of its 
emergency planning, response, and notification capabilities.  Two public forums were held on 
tsunami and emergency preparedness, which included distributing literature on the inundation 
zones and safe exit routes.  The City also received Storm Ready Certification which deals with 
the impacts of foul weather on creeks, streams, roadways, and public safety.  The City also co-
sponsored CERT training along with the Coastside Fire District for residents and City Staff.   
 
Education b-3:  The Cabrillo Unified School District now includes information about service as 
disaster service workers in the employee compliance packet that is reviewed and signed off by 
every employee in the district. 
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Education c-1:  Every school site now has an identified safety committee supported by a district 
manual that is reviewed and updated annually.  The district now issues safety and health alerts in 
both English and Spanish. 
  
Education c-2:  Fire drills and related traffic flows and access issues are now addressed routinely 
and practiced at all school sites.  The district now uses an operational two-way radio system that 
connects all of school sites to be used in the event of a fire or other natural disaster. 

 
Future Mitigation Actions and Priorities 
 
As a participant in the 2010 ABAG multi-jurisdictional planning process, the City of Half Moon 
Bay helped in the development and review of the comprehensive list of mitigation strategies in 
the overall multi-jurisdictional plan.  The decision on priority was made based on a variety of 
criteria, not simply on an economic cost-benefit analysis.  These criteria include being 
technically and administratively feasible, politically acceptable, socially appropriate, legal, 
economically sound, and not harmful to the environment or our heritage.  Representatives from 
multiple departments then met on a regular basis to review progress on the City of Half Moon 
Bay’s 2007 strategies, to identify and prioritize additional mitigation strategies to update the list.  
See Appendix C. 
 
These draft priorities were submitted to key management staff for review.  The draft priorities 
were presented to the Half Moon Bay City Council on April 20, 2010, and will provided for 
adoption pending approval of this LHMP by FEMA. 
  
The City planning team also prioritized several specific mitigation tasks for the next 5 years.  
Identification of the Future Priorities resulted from discussions with the City Engineer, former 
Police Chief and Planning Director.  This list includes implementation process, funding strategy, 
responsible agency, and approximate time frame.   
 
 Future Priority #1  
 

 The City of Half Moon Bay has been awarded a $750,000 Federal Department of 
Homeland Security sub-grant for the construction of a new Emergency Operations 
Center.  There is a City Match of $250,000.  The project is currently under review by 
CalEMA and FEMA.  It is anticipated that construction will begin in 2011.  Part of the 
development includes a secure fiber optics communications link between City Hall, the 
EOC and other County agencies.  The City Manager, Police and Public Works 
Department’s are responsible for this project.  GOVT 2005 b-5 (a), b-8, b-10; GOVT 
2009/10 c-4, c-8, c-10.   

 
Future Priority #2 
 

 The Safety Element of the City’s General Plan was adopted in 1991 and has not been 
updated since. The policies contained in this Element recommend reliance on maps 
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prepared by the Federal Flood Insurance Administration (FEMA) and San Mateo County 
Office of Emergency Services (OES). Table B of this Element indicates that Pilarcitos 
Dam, located upstream from the City and owned by the San Francisco Water Department 
(PUC), has a holding capacity of 3,100 acre-feet. Failure of this dam has the potential to 
endanger lives and property.   This will require the following elements:  

 
o Reaffirm FEMA determination that Pilarcitos and Frenchman’s Creeks are not 

subject to 100-year and 500-year flood events. 
o Amend Chapter 4 (Hazards) of the Local Coastal Program 
o Update City Hazards Mapping contained in the LCP 
o Update the Safety Element of the City’s General Plan       

 
Chapter 4 of the City’s Local Coastal Program addresses Hazards, including flood 
inundation due to tsunami and upstream dam failure. The LCP, which was last updated in 
1993, indicates they rescinded the flood hazard boundary in the City of Half Moon Bay 
having determined that there is no substantial danger of a 100-year or a 500-year flood in 
any part of the City. 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay Planning and Engineering Departments are responsible for 
this priority.  Potential funding sources include State and/or federal grants.    

The benefit of identifying areas inundated by tsunami and/or catastrophic dam failure 
preventing loss of life and property far outweighs the cost of preparing the necessary 
documents.   This priority has a projected timeline of completion within five years. 
GOVT c-21 through c-24.    

 
Future Priority #3 
 

 Replace the Main Street Bridge over Pilarcitos Creek.  The Main Street Bridge was 
constructed around 1900, and is one of the two vehicular bridges across Pilarcitos Creek; 
a wide perennial major waterway in Half Moon Bay. The bridge has a low structural 
sufficiency rating and is eligible for replacement with Federal Highway Funds 
administered through Caltrans.  The City has requested authorization to proceed with the 
environmental and cultural resources studies and preliminary design needed for the 
bridge replacement.  This work should be completed by March 2012, subject to Caltrans 
approval.  The bridge replacement is planned in stages over two construction seasons to 
minimize impacts on the aquatic habitat, emergency services and the Downtown 
businesses.  The new bridge will provide more reliable trunk main crossings for water 
distribution, gas distribution, sewer collection and other utilities.  The bridge replacement 
is essential for transportation and circulation needs of the City and its surrounding areas.  
The existing bridge is susceptible to damage during a major earthquake, tsunami and 
upstream dam failure.    
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The benefit of the bridge replacement far outweighs the potential loss of life and cost of 
property and economic loss to the community in a calamity.   Federal and State Grants will 
be used to fund this project.  This priority has a projected timeline of completion within five 
years.  GOVT c-21 through c-24, INFRA a-4, a-5. 

 
Future Priority #4 
 

 Seek funding for retrofit and widening of the State Route 1 Bridge over 
Frenchman’s Creek.  The State Route 1 Bridge over Frenchman’s Creek is the only 
crossing over a major perennial waterway in Half Moon Bay.  The box culvert bridge was 
built in early 1970’s by Caltrans.  It carries Highway 1 over a deep and wide creek. 
Highway 1 has only one lane in each direction of travel at this location.  Vehicles stopped 
by a nearby signalized intersection form long queues extending up to a quarter mile in 
each direction.  The Highway 1 Traffic Safety and Congestion Mitigation Plan, adopted 
by the City Council of Half Moon Bay in 2009, recommends adding second through 
lanes and a left/right turn lane in each direction of travel to mitigate congestion and 
improve emergency service delivery.  These improvements are essential for safe escape 
and service delivery to the City and its surrounding communities during a calamity or 
emergency. 

 
San Mateo County voter approved sales Tax Measure A can provide a portion of the 
funds needed for Highway 1 congestion mitigation in and around Half Moon Bay.  The 
San Mateo County Transportation Authority and the City of Half Moon Bay will seek 
additional needed funds from the State or Federal Highway programs. 

 

Caltrans and San Mateo County Transportation Authority are responsible for this project.  
Potential funding sources include State and/or Federal grants.  The benefit of the bridge 
retrofit and widening far outweighs the potential loss of life and cost of property and 
economic loss to the community in a calamity.  This priority has a projected timeline of 
completion within five years. INFRA a-5.  

On-Going Mitigation Strategy Programs  
 
The City of Half Moon Bay has many on-going mitigation programs that help create a more 
disaster-resistant region.  The following list highlights those programs identified as Existing 
Programs in the mitigation strategy spreadsheet.  Others are on-going programs that are 
currently underfunded.  It is the City’s priority to find additional funding to sustain these on-
going programs over time.  
 

 Vulnerability assessments of City’s facilities and infrastructure (GOVT-a-1) 
 Non-structural mitigation for building contents (GOVT-a-4); 
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 Installation of micro and/or surveillance cameras at critical public assets tied to web-
based software (GOVT-a-6); 

 Continue to participate in developing and maintaining communications for first 
responders from cities, counties, special districts, state, and federal agencies. (GOVT-c-
7); 

 Maintain and participate in the San Mateo County’s Standardized Emergency 
Management System Plan (GOVT-c-12); 

 Participation in general mutual-aid agreements and agreements with adjoining 
jurisdictions for cooperative response to fires, floods, earthquakes, and other disasters 
(GOVT-c-13); 

 Participation in FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program (GOVT-d-5) 
 Develop printed materials, utilize existing materials (such as developed by FEMA and 

the American Red Cross, and others including non-profit organizations), conduct 
workshops, and/or provide outreach encouraging employees of these critical health care 
facilities to have family disaster plans and conduct mitigation activities in their own 
homes (HEAL-a-7); 

 Sponsor the formation and training of Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT) 
through partnerships with local businesses (GOVT-c-3, ECON-j-5, HWNG-k-6); 

 Incorporate FEMA guidelines and suggested activities into local government plans and 
procedures for managing flood hazards (LAND-c-2); 

 Increase efforts to reduce landslides and erosion in existing and future private 
development through continuing education of design professionals on mitigation 
strategies (HSNG-i-2, ECON-g-2); 

 Conduct an inventory of privately owned existing or suspected soft-story residential, 
commercial and industrial structures as a first step in establishing voluntary or mandatory 
programs for retrofitting these buildings (HSNG-c-4, ECON-b-4); 

 Continue to repair and make structural improvements to storm drains, pipelines, and/or 
channels to enable them to perform to their design capacity in handling water flows as 
part of regular maintenance activities (INFR-d-6, INFR-d-7).  This strategy has the 
secondary benefit of addressing fuel, chemical, and cleaning fluid issues.   

 
Incorporation into Existing Planning Mechanisms 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay has several planning mechanisms including the following:  

 General Plan Safety Element  
 Capital Improvements Plan 
 Chapter 4 of the City’s certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) identifies Coastal Act 

policies, local planning issues and policies that address hazard areas within the City.  A 
copy of the LCP can be found in Exhibit D.    

 
The City updates its General Plan periodically with minor updates occurring more frequently. 
The next revision of the General Plan will include language and modifications from the Annex 
designed to ensure coordination between the plans.  
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The City of Half Moon Bay has a Safety Element in its General Plan that includes a discussion of 
fire, earthquake, flooding, and landslide hazards.  This plan was adopted as an implementation 
appendix to the Safety Element.  In addition, the City enforces the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which, since 1988, requires mitigation for identified natural 
hazards.  The City has used these pre-existing programs as a basis for identifying gaps that may 
lead to disaster vulnerabilities in order to work on ways to address these risks through mitigation. 
 
The City of Half Moon Bay is in the process of updating its General Plan.  When feasible, 
findings in the Annex will be incorporated into the updated parts of the Safety Element.  This 
will lead to more consistency than simply adopting this Annex as an appendix to the Safety 
Element of the General Plan.   
 
Plan Update Process 
 
As required by the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, the City of Half Moon Bay will update this 
plan annex at least once every five years, by participating in a multi-agency effort with ABAG 
and other agencies to develop a multi-jurisdictional plan.   
 
The City Manager will ensure that the plan is monitored.  The Annex will be a discussion item 
on the agenda of the meeting of Executive Team at least once a year in April.  At that meeting, 
the department heads will focus on evaluating the Annex in light of technological and political 
changes during the past year or other significant events.  The Executive Team will be responsible 
for determining if the plan should be updated.  However, major disasters affecting the City, legal 
changes, notices from ABAG as the lead agency in this process, and other triggers will be used.   
 
The City of half Moon Bay will contact ABAG four years after this plan is approved to ensure 
that ABAG plans to undertake the plan update process.  If so, the City of Half Moon Bay again 
plans to participate in the multi-jurisdictional plan.  If ABAG is unwilling or unable to act as the 
lead agency in the multi-jurisdictional effort, other agencies will be contacted, including the San 
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office, Office of Emergency Services.  The County of San Mateo and 
incorporated cities within the County should then work together to identify another regional 
forum for developing a multi-jurisdictional plan.   
 
The public will continue to be involved whenever the plan is updated and as appropriate during 
the monitoring and evaluation process.  Prior to adoption of updates, the City of Half Moon Bay 
will provide the opportunity for the public to comment on the updates.  A public notice will be 
posted prior to the meeting to announce the comment period and meeting logistics.  As indicated 
earlier, the City will consider alternative methods designed to encourage public input.    
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Mitigation Plan Point of Contact 
 
Name:  Lee G. Violett 
Title: Interim Chief of Police 
Mailing Address: 537 Kelly Avenue, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 
Telephone:  650-726-8791 
Email: lviolett@hmbcity.com   
 
 
 
Alternate Point of Contact 
Name: Laura Snideman 
Title:   Administrative Officer  
Mailing Address: City Hall 501 Main Street, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019  
Telephone: 650-726-8918 
Email:  lsnideman@hmbcity.com  
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Exhibit A – Jurisdiction Boundary Map 
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Exhibit B - Public Meeting Announcements 
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Exhibit C – 2010 Mitigation Strategies 
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[Available on CD or online at 
http://www.abag.ca.gov/bayarea/eqmaps/mitigation/strategy.html]
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Exhibit D – Land Use Plan and LCP Map 
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